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people who understand that Harriet Miers
will be a superb Supreme Court judge.

Welcome. I'm glad you're here.

Justice Hill. Thank you. Mr. President,
we just all want to thank you for this nomi-
nation. We're excited about it, and we're
here to try to let the people of America
know what we all know, that she is an
absolutely fantastic person and a great law-
yer and will make a great judge.

The President. Well, thank you, sir. Ap-
preciate you coming. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. Partici-
pating in the meeting were former Chief Jus-
tice John L. Hill, Jr., former Associate Justice
Greg Abbott, former Associate Justice James
A. Baker, former Associate Justice Eugene
A. Cook, former Associate Justice Craig T.
Enoch, and former Associate Justice Raul A.
Gonzalez, Texas Supreme Court.

Message to the Congress Giving Notice of Intent To Enter Into a Free

Trade Agreement With Oman
October 17, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of
the Trade Act of 2002, (Public Law 107—
210)(the “Trade Act”), I am pleased to no-
tify the Congress of my intention to enter
into a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with
the Sultanate of Oman.

The Agreement will generate export op-
portunities for U.S. companies, farmers,
and ranchers, help create jobs in the
United States, and help American con-
sumers save money while offering them
more choices. Entering into an FTA with
Oman will build on the FTAs that we al-
ready have with Israel, Jordan, and Mo-
rocco, as well as the FTA that we have
concluded with Bahrain, and will be an im-
portant step on the path to fulfilling my

Remarks at the Iftaar Dinner
October 17, 2005

Please be seated. Thank you. Welcome
to the White House. This is the fifth year
in a row that it's been my honor to host
an Iftaar in the State Dining Room.
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vision of developing economic growth and
democracy in the Middle East and creating
a U.S.-Middle East Free Trade Area
(MEFTA) by 2013.

Consistent with the Trade Act, I am
sending this notification at least 90 days
in advance of signing the FTA. My Admin-
istration looks forward to working with the
Congress in developing appropriate legisla-
tion to approve and implement this Agree-
ment.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
October 17, 2005.

NoTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Our distinguished guests represent the
millions of Muslims that were proud to
call Americans, and many Islamic nations
are represented here that America is proud
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to call friend. We welcome the representa-
tives from many countries with large Mus-
lim populations. I want to thank you all
for coming to celebrate an honored tradi-
tion of the Muslim faith and wish you a
Ramadan Mubarak.

I want to thank those in my administra-
tion who have joined us. I want to thank
the Imam for joining us today, and thank
you for leading us in prayer after these
short remarks. I want to thank all the am-
bassadors from the Organization of the Is-
lamic Conference. I welcome other mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps. And I want
to thank the Muslim—American Muslim
leaders who are with us today. Thanks for
taking time out to celebrate this important
dinner.

Ramadan is the holiest time of the Mus-
lim year. According to Islamic teaching, this
month commemorates the revelation of
God’s word to the Prophet Mohammed in
the form of the Koran. For more than a
billion Muslims, Ramadan is a time of
heartfelt prayer and togetherness. It is a
time of fasting and personal sacrifice. It’s
a time to give thanks for God’s blessings
through works of charity.

One Muslim leader said, “It’s a national
and Islamic obligation to assist one’s neigh-
bors when they are in need.” The American
people saw that spirit as we recovered from
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The world
sees that spirit, that compassion of Islam,
through the countless acts of kindness fol-
lowing the recent earthquake in south-
east—in South Asia.

America is fortunate to count such good-
hearted men and women among our fellow
citizens. We have great respect for the
commitment that all Muslims make to faith,
family, and education. And Americans of
many backgrounds seek to learn more
about the rich tradition of Islam. To pro-
mote greater understanding between our
cultures, I have encouraged American fami-
lies to travel abroad, to visit with Muslim
families. And I have encouraged American
families to host exchange students from the

Muslim world. I have asked young Ameri-
cans to study the language and customs
of the broader Middle East. And for the
first time in our Nation’s history, we have
added a Koran to the White House Library.

All of us gathered tonight share a convic-
tion that America must remain a welcoming
and tolerant land in which our people are
free to practice any faith they choose. We
reject every form of ethnic and religious
discrimination. As I said in my second In-
augural Address, we cannot carry the mes-
sage of freedom and the baggage of bigotry
at the same time.

We also share a common hope for the
future, that our children and grandchildren
will grow up in a safer and more peaceful
world. Delivering on that promise to future
generations requires action from our gen-
eration. We must stand confidently in the
cause of freedom, including the freedom
of people everywhere to practice their faith
in peace. We must also firmly oppose all
who commit evil in God’s name. I am
grateful to the Muslim nations that have
joined our coalition in the war on terror,
including many nations that have been vic-
tims of terror themselves.

As we work together to defeat the terror-
ists, we must be very clear about the en-
emies we face. The killers who take the
lives of innocent men, women, and children
are followers of a violent ideology very dif-
ferent from the religion of Islam. These
extremists distort the idea of jihad into a
call for terrorist murder against anyone who
does not share their radical vision, includ-
ing Muslims from other traditions, who
they regard as heretics.

Their strategy will fail. Many Muslim
scholars have already publicly condemned
terrorism, often citing Chapter 5, Verse 32
of the Koran, which states that killing an
innocent human being is like killing all of
humanity and saving the life of one person
is like saving all of humanity. I appreciate
those of you here who have joined these
scholars in rejecting violent extremists. And
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I believe the time has come for all respon-
sible Islamic leaders to denounce an ide-
ology that exploits Islam for political ends
and defiles your noble faith.

I have great confidence in the future of
this Nation and in the future of the Muslim
world. T have been inspired by the courage
of people in Afghanistan and Iraq, where
Muslims are celebrating Ramadan in two
of the world’s newest democracies. I be-
lieve that people of every religious and eth-
nic background have the right and the de-
sire to be free. And I believe that the
spread of freedom and justice and tolerance
in the broader Middle East will lead to
the peace that we all seek.

As we celebrate this special Iftaar, we
renew the ties of friendship that bind all
those who trace their faith back to God’s
call on Abraham. We recognize the many
hopeful works we have achieved together.
We look forward to learning more from
each other in the years ahead.

I'm so grateful that youve joined us
today. I wish you a blessed Ramadan, and
may God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 7:01 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Imam Talal
Eid, Islamic Institute of Boston.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Jose Manuel Durao

Barroso of the European Commission

October 18, 2005

President Bush. It's my pleasure to wel-
come back to the Oval Office my friend
Jose Barroso. Welcome.

President Durao Barroso. Thank you.

President Bush. Thank you for taking
time out of your schedule to come and
visit and talk about U.S.-EU relations. 1
told Jose that it’s very important for the
people in Europe to know that America
values our relationship, wants the EU to
succeed, wants to work in collaboration to
achieve some big objectives. One is to lay
the foundation for peace by spreading de-
mocracy and freedom. And I appreciate
your understanding, and thank you for
working closely on that.

Secondly is to help enhance the pros-
perity of our respective countries as well
as the world, through promoting free and
fair trade. We talked about what it requires
to get the Doha round moving forward.
We had a good, frank discussion on that,
and there’s no question we share the same
objective.
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We talked about what we can do to work
together to move forward on a lot of issues.
The main thing I came away from, again,
is, one, I value Jose’s leadership, his advice
but also how important the relationship be-
tween the EU and the United States is
and that we can achieve a lot of important
things when we work together.

So welcome back. Thank you for hosting
me last winter. I'm proud to have you here.

President Durao Barroso. Thank you very
much. It's a great pleasure for me to be,
once again, here in White House with
President Bush. I thank him and the First
Lady for their kind and friendly hospitality.

As President Bush said, this relation is
very important, most of all because we
share exactly the same values of freedom,
democracy, and human rights, and we com-
plement each other in pushing forward this
agenda, but also in economic terms. We
have now a trade relation of more than
$1 billion a day. So together, we are 40
percent of world trade. So we have a com-
mon interest in opening up markets. We
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