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Statement Announcing the Withdrawal of the Nomination of Harriet E.
Miers To Be an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court

October 27, 2005

Today I have reluctantly accepted Har-
riet Miers’s decision to withdraw her nomi-
nation to the Supreme Court of the United
States.

I nominated Harriet Miers to the Su-
preme Court because of her extraordinary
legal experience, her character, and her
conservative judicial philosophy. Through-
out her career, she has gained the respect
and admiration of her fellow attorneys. She
has earned a reputation for fairness and
total integrity. She has been a leader and
a pioneer in the American legal profession.
She has worked in important positions in
State and local government and in the bar.
And for the last 5 years, she has served
with distinction and honor in critical posi-
tions in the executive branch.

I understand and share her concern,
however, about the current state of the Su-
preme Court confirmation process. It is
clear that Senators would not be satisfied
until they gained access to internal docu-
ments concerning advice provided during
her tenure at the White House—disclosures
that would undermine a President’s ability
to receive candid counsel. Harriet Miers’s
decision demonstrates her deep respect for
this essential aspect of the Constitutional
separation of powers—and confirms my
deep respect and admiration for her.

I am grateful for Harriet Miers’s friend-
ship and devotion to our country. And I
am honored that she will continue to serve
our Nation as White House Counsel.

My responsibility to fill this vacancy re-
mains. I will do so in a timely manner.

Statement on the Launch of a Nationwide Effort To Respond to the South

Asia Earthquake
October 27, 2005

Five distinguished private-sector leaders
have agreed to launch a nationwide effort
to encourage private donations for relief
and reconstruction in response to the South
Asia earthquake that occurred on October
8. These leaders will work with other
Americans to raise awareness and resources
to help those in need as a result of this
disaster.

This private-sector effort will com-
plement the commitment the United States
Government has made in terms of funding,
relief commodities, and critical military
logistical support. In addition, the United
States has sent a delegation, headed by
USAID Administrator Andrew Natsios, to
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the United Nations Emergency Donors’
Conference for South Asia Earthquake Re-
lief in Geneva.

The business leaders are Jeff Immelt,
chairman and CEO of the General Electric
Company; Hank McKinnell, Jr., Ph.D,
chairman and CEO of Pfizer, Inc.; Sandy
Weill, chairman of Citigroup, Inc.; Anne
Mulcahy, chairman and CEO of Xerox Cor-
poration; and Jim Kelly, former chairman
and CEO of United Parcel Service of
America, Inc. In the coming days, they will
ask Americans to donate directly to a fund
set up to provide help to the earthquake
victims.
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