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provide for the needs of hurricane-affected
States.

I urge the Congress to act expeditiously
on this request to ensure that the Federal
response to these disasters continues unin-
terrupted.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting

Proposed Budget Rescissions
October 28, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Today, in a separate message, 1 have
asked the Congress to reallocate $17.1 bil-
lion of available funding in the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s Disaster
Relief Fund to provide for further response
and recovery efforts in the regions affected
by Hurricane Katrina.

As a further measure to ensure fiscal re-
sponsibility as we continue our unprece-
dented response to Hurricane Katrina, I
ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
request to rescind $2.3 billion from lower-
priority Federal programs and excess funds.

As we help the people of the Gulf Coast
region recover and rebuild from Hurricane
Katrina, it is more important than ever to

The President’s Radio Address
October 29, 2005

Good morning. This week marked an-
other important milestone in carrying out
our strategy in Iraq. On Tuesday, the Iraqi
election commission formally certified the
passage of the new Iraqi Constitution, after
nearly 10 million Iraqis turned out to vote
on it 2 weeks ago. This is a moment of
tremendous significance for Irag, the re-
gion, and the world. Three years ago, when
Saddam Hussein ruled with an iron grip,
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redouble our efforts to reduce unnecessary
spending elsewhere in the budget.

In concert with this rescission proposal,
I urge the Congress to reduce Fiscal Year
2006 nonsecurity spending below last year’s
levels, as proposed in my Budget. In addi-
tion, I urge the Congress to achieve the
maximum amount of mandatory savings
through reconciliation legislation over the
next 5 years. These actions will advance
our shared goal to maintain fiscal responsi-
bility as we continue our assistance to hur-
ricane-affected regions.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUsH

the prospect of Iraqis voting on a demo-
cratic constitution would have been un-
thinkable. Now, the Iraqi people have
shown that individual rights and rule by
the people are universal principles and that
these principles can become the basis for
free and decent governments throughout
the Middle East.

The new Iraqgi Constitution received sup-
port from Iraqis of all ethnic and religious
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backgrounds. Iraq’s largest Sunni political
party endorsed the Constitution and urged
its followers to approve the draft. Many
more Sunnis participated in this vote than
in January’s historic elections, and the level
of violence was also dramatically lower.
Even those who voted against the Constitu-
tion are now organizing and preparing for
elections in December.

Just 30 months removed from the rule
of a dictator and 9 months after they first
elected their own leaders, the Iraqgi people
are resolving tough issues through an inclu-
sive political process. And this process is
isolating the extremists who wish to derail
democracy through violence and murder.

The terrorists were also watching the
Iraqi vote. These brutal killers follow a rad-
ical ideology that exploits Islam to serve
a violent political vision. They hope to es-
tablish a totalitarian state in Iraq that de-
nies all political and religious freedom, and
they hope to use that country as a base
for attacks on all people, Muslim and non-
Muslim alike, who disagree with their twist-
ed perversion of the Muslim faith.

The terrorists” goals leave no room for
individual conscience or democratic partici-
pation, so they threatened to kill any Iragi
who went to the polls, including women
and the elderly and even those who op-
posed the Constitution. And they continue
to use random bombings to try to break
the will of the Iraqgi people and of coalition
forces, as we saw again this week when
the terrorists bombed two Baghdad hotels.

Instead of surrendering to intimidation,
the Iraqi people once again risked their
lives for their liberty. Instead of turning
against one another, the Iragi people
turned out to express their will at the polls.
And instead of allowing their nation to be-
come a haven for terrorists, the Iraqis are
choosing democracy and freedom for their
country.

The political process in Iraq now moves
forward. Iraqis will return to the polls in
December to elect a new Government
under their new Constitution. This Govern-

ment will be our ally in the war on terror,
a partner in the struggle for peace and
moderation in the Muslim world, and an
inspiration for people across the Middle
East to claim their liberty as well.

Our security at home is directly linked
to a Middle East that grows in freedom
and peace. The success of the new Iraqi
Government is critical to winning the war
on terror and protecting the American peo-
ple. Ensuring that success will require more
sacrifice, more time, and more resolve, and
it will involve more risk for Iraqis and for
American and coalition forces.

The progress we have made so far has
involved great sacrifice. The greatest bur-
den has fallen on our military families.
We've lost some of our Nation’s finest men
and women in the war on terror. Each
of them has left grieving families and loved
ones back home. Each loss of life is heart-
breaking. Yet these patriots have also left
a legacy that will allow generations of their
fellow Americans and millions of others
who have only known oppression to enjoy
the blessings of liberty.

The best way to honor the sacrifice of
our fallen troops is to complete the mission
and win the war on terror. We will train
Iraqi security forces and help a newly elect-
ed Government meet the needs of the Iraqi
people. In doing so, we will lay the founda-
tion of peace for our children and grand-
children.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 7:52 a.m.
on October 28 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
October 29. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
October 28 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. In his address, the Presi-
dent referred to former President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.
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Remarks Announcing the Nomination of Samuel A. Alito, Jr., To Be an
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States

October 31, 2005

Good morning. I'm pleased to announce
my nomination of Judge Samuel A. Alito,
Jr., as Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States. Judge Alito is
one of the most accomplished and re-
spected judges in America, and his long
career in public service has given him an
extraordinary breadth of experience.

As a Justice Department official, Federal
prosecutor, and judge on the United States
Court of Appeals, Sam Alito has shown a
mastery of the law, a deep commitment
of justice, and a—and he is a man of enor-
mous character. He’s scholarly, fair-minded,
and principled, and these qualities will
serve our Nation well on the highest Court
of the land.

Judge Alito showed great promise from
the beginning in studies at Princeton and
Yale Law School, as editor of the Yale Law
Journal, as a clerk for a Federal court of
appeals judge. He served in the Army Re-
serves and was honorably discharged as a
captain. Early in his career, Sam Alito
worked as a Federal prosecutor and han-
dled criminal and civil matters for the
United States. As assistant to the Solicitor
General, he argued 12 cases before the Su-
preme Court and has argued dozens of oth-
ers before the Federal courts of appeals.

He served in the Justice Department’s
Office of Legal Counsel, providing constitu-
tional advice for the President and the ex-
ecutive branch. In 1987, President Ronald
Reagan named him the United States At-
torney for the District of New Jersey, the
top prosecutor in one of the Nation’s larg-
est Federal districts, and he was confirmed
by unanimous consent by the Senate. He
moved aggressively against white-collar and
environmental crimes and drug trafficking
and organized crime and violation of civil

rights.
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In his role, Sam Alito showed a pas-
sionate commitment to the rule of law, and
he gained a reputation for being both tough
and fair. In 1990, President Bush nomi-
nated Sam Alito, at the age of 39, for the
United States Court of Appeals for the
Third Circuit. Judge Alito’s nomination re-
ceived bipartisan support, and he was again
confirmed by unanimous consent by the
United States Senate. Judge Alito has
served with distinction on that court for
15 years and now has more prior judicial
experience than any Supreme Court nomi-
nee in more than 70 years.

Judge Alito’s reputation has only grown
over the span of his service. He has partici-
pated in thousands of appeals and authored
hundreds of opinions. This record reveals
a thoughtful judge who considers the legal
matter—merits carefully and applies the
law in a principled fashion. He has a deep
understanding of the proper role of judges
in our society. He understands that judges
are to interpret the laws, not to impose
their preferences or priorities on the peo-

le.

In the performance of his duties, Judge
Alito has gained the respect of his col-
leagues and attorneys for his brilliance and
decency. He’s won admirers across the po-
litical spectrum. I'm confident that the
United States Senate will be impressed by
Judge Alito’s distinguished record, his
measured judicial temperament, and his
tremendous personal integrity. And I urge
the Senate to act promptly on this impor-
tant nomination so that an up-or-down vote
is held before the end of this year.

Today Judge Alito is joined by his wife,
Martha, who was a law librarian when he
first met her. Sam and I both know you
can’t go wrong marrying a librarian. Sam
and Martha’s two children, Phil and Laura,
are also with us, and I know how proud
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