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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the France-

United States Taxation Convention
November 3, 2005

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith for the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification a Pro-
tocol Amending the Convention Between
the United States of America and the
French Republic for the Avoidance of Dou-
ble Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal
Evasion with Respect to Taxes on Estates,
Inheritances, and Gifts, signed at Wash-
ington on November 24, 1978 (the “Con-
vention”), signed at Washington on Decem-
ber 8, 2004 (the “Protocol”). Also trans-
mitted for the information of the Senate
is the report of the Department of State
with respect to the Protocol.

The Protocol provides a pro rata unified
credit to the estate of a French domiciliary
for purposes of computing U.S. estate tax.
It allows a limited U.S. “marital deduction”

for certain estates if the surviving spouse
is not a U.S. citizen. In addition, the Pro-
tocol expands the United States jurisdiction
to tax its citizens and certain former citi-
zens and long-term residents and makes
other changes to the treaty to reflect more
closely current U.S. tax-treaty policy.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Protocol
and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion.

GEORGE W. BusH
The White House,
November 3, 2005.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 4.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Nestor Kirchner of

Argentina in Mar del Plata, Argentina

November 4, 2005

President Kirchner. We have had an
eventful meeting with the President of the
United States. We have considered issues
related to our bilateral relations between
Argentina and the U.S. We have considered
the situation in the region. We have lis-
tened to each other and what we have to
say about domestic matters in our respec-
tive countries and how our countries are
doing at the moment. I think we have been
quite candid in our dialog, and we have
spoken quite clearly with the President of
the United States.

And as President of the Argentine Re-
public, I am pleased to have had this meet-
ing, during which we have been able to
convey to the President of the United

States our thoughts on a wide variety of
issues.

So in a nutshell, that's what we have
dealt with, and I would now like to give
the floor to the President of the U.S.

President Bush. Thank you for your hos-
pitality. Laura and I thank you and the
Senator for such a warm welcome. This
is my first trip to Argentina—I hope it is
not my last trip. However, this is not our
first meeting. This is our third meeting,
and every time we have met, I have come
away impressed by your candor, your pas-
sion for the people of this beautiful land.

And as we discussed—the first time we
met until now, the economy has changed
in quite dramatic fashion, thanks to wise
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