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policies, all aimed at making sure every 
American can realize the American Dream. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. 

Statement on the Resignation of Andrew S. Natsios as Administrator of the 
United States Agency for International Development 
December 2, 2005 

Andrew Natsios has served as a key 
member of my administration for more 
than 4 years. He has exemplified the com-
passion and generosity of the American 
people and our deep commitment to help-
ing and improving the lives of those who 
are suffering. Under his leadership, USAID 
has implemented important reforms and 

helped us combat AIDS and malaria, re-
build Afghanistan and Iraq, provide human-
itarian aid in Sudan, and assist victims of 
the tsunami and the recent devastating 
earthquake in South Asia. I thank him for 
his dedicated service to our country, and 
I wish him and his family well. 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 3, 2005 

Good morning. Earlier this week, I vis-
ited Arizona and Texas to observe firsthand 
our efforts to protect our Southwest border. 
And I met with customs and border protec-
tion agents who are working tirelessly to 
enforce our laws and keep our borders se-
cure. 

Illegal immigration and border security 
are issues that concern Americans. We’re 
a nation built on the rule of law, and those 
who enter the country illegally break the 
law. In communities near our border, illegal 
immigration strains the resources of 
schools, hospitals, and law enforcement. 
And it involves smugglers and gangs that 
bring crime to our neighborhoods. Faced 
with this serious challenge, our govern-
ment’s responsibility is clear: We’re going 
to protect our borders. 

Since I took office, we’ve increased fund-
ing for border security by 60 percent, and 

our border agents have caught and sent 
home more than 4.5 million illegal immi-
grants, including more than 350,000 with 
criminal records. Yet we must do more to 
build on this progress. 

This week I outlined my comprehensive 
strategy to reform our immigration system. 
The strategy begins with a three-part plan 
to protect our borders. First, we will 
promptly return every illegal entrant we 
catch at our border with no exceptions. For 
illegal immigrants from Mexico, we are 
working to expand an innovative program 
called interior repatriation, in which those 
caught at the border are returned to their 
hometowns far from the border, making it 
more difficult for them to attempt another 
crossing. For non-Mexican illegal immi-
grants, we’re changing the unwise policy 
of catch-and-release to a policy of catch- 
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