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Statement on Senate Filibuster of PATRIOT Act Reauthorization

Legislation
December 16, 2005

The PATRIOT Act has protected Amer-
ican liberty and saved American lives since
the law’s passage after the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Today, a minority of Sen-
ators filibustered to block the Senate from
voting to reauthorize key provisions of the
act. These Senators need to understand
that the PATRIOT Act expires in 15 days,
but the terrorist threat to America will not
expire on that schedule. The terrorists want
to attack America again and kill the inno-

cent and inflict even greater damage than
they did on September 11th, and the Con-
gress has a responsibility not to take away
this vital tool that law enforcement and in-
telligence officials have used to protect the
American people. The Senators who are
filibustering the PATRIOT Act must stop
their delaying tactics so that we are not
without this critical law for even a single
moment.

Statement on Congressional Passage of Legislation To Help the Gulf Coast
Rebuild Following Hurricanes Rita and Katrina

December 16, 2005

I commend the Congress for passing an
important part of my comprehensive plan
to help the citizens of the gulf coast rebuild
their lives and their livelihoods. The private
sector is critical in the rebuilding effort,
and these tax incentives will help boost in-

vestment, get people back to work, and re-
turn the region to prosperity. Americans
will continue to stand with our fellow citi-
zens in the gulf coast region. I look forward
to signing this bill into law.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Immigration Reform

Legislation
December 16, 2005

I applaud the House for passing a strong
immigration reform bill. America is a nation
built on the rule of law, and this bill will
help us protect our borders and crack down
on illegal entry into the United States. Se-
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curing our borders is essential to securing
the homeland. I urge the Senate to take
action on immigration reform so that I can
sign a good bill into law.
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