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more available, more affordable, and more 
portable. Congress also needs to pass asso-
ciation health plans, which allow small busi-
nesses across the country to join together 
and pool risk so they can buy insurance 
at the same discounts big companies get. 

Our small businesses are confronting 
other challenges that we must address. Too 
many entrepreneurs face the threats of 
costly junk lawsuits. Last year, we passed 
bipartisan class-action reform to ease this 
burden. Now Congress needs to curb abu-
sive asbestos litigation, pass medical liability 
reform to reduce the costs of frivolous liti-
gation on our doctors and patients, and pe-
nalize those who abuse the legal system 
by repeatedly filing junk lawsuits. 

Rising energy costs are also a concern 
for small businesses, so we’re going to con-
tinue to work to develop new technologies 
and alternative and renewable fuels that 
will make us less dependent on foreign 
sources of energy. And we will continue 
to open up new markets for small busi-
nesses so they can sell their products and 

services overseas. On a level playing field, 
I know our workers, farmers, and busi-
nesses can compete with anybody, anytime, 
anywhere. 

America’s economy is strong and growing 
stronger. Small businesses have been a 
driving force behind the tremendous 
growth and job creation of recent years. 
By adopting sound policies that help our 
small businesses continue to grow and ex-
pand, we will keep the economy moving 
forward and extend prosperity and hope in 
our country. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. 
on January 20 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
January 21. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
January 20 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Telephone Remarks to the March for Life 
January 23, 2006 

Nellie, thank you very much. I appreciate 
the invitation to speak. I’m calling from 
Manhattan, Kansas. [Applause] Sounds like 
you’ve got some good folks from Kansas 
there. I want to thank everybody there— 
if you’re from Kansas or anywhere else in 
our country—for your devotion to such a 
noble cause. 

You believe, as I do, that every human 
life has value, that the strong have a duty 
to protect the weak, and that the self-evi-
dent truths of the Declaration of Independ-
ence apply to everyone, not just to those 
considered healthy or wanted or conven-
ient. These principles call us to defend the 
sick and the dying, persons with disabilities 

and birth defects, all who are weak and 
vulnerable, especially unborn children. 

We’re making good progress in defend-
ing these principles, Nellie, and you and 
I are working together, along with others, 
to build what I’ve called a culture of life. 
One of my first acts as the President was 
to ban the use of taxpayer money on pro-
grams that promote abortion overseas. I 
want to thank you all for getting that ban 
on partial-birth abortion to my desk, a bill 
I was proud to sign and a law which we 
are going to defend and are defending vig-
orously in our courts. 

Because we acted, infants who are born 
despite an attempted abortion are now pro-
tected by law. Thanks to ‘‘Laci and 
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Conner’s Law,’’ prosecutors can now charge 
those who harm or kill a pregnant woman 
with harming or killing her unborn child 
as well. 

We’re vigorously promoting parental no-
tification laws, adoption, teen abstinence, 
crisis pregnancy programs, and the vital 
work of our faith-based groups. We’re 
sending a clear message to any woman fac-
ing a crisis pregnancy: We love you; we 
love your child; and we’re here to help 
you. 

There’s more work to be done. The 
House has passed a bill to ensure that State 
parental involvement laws are not cir-
cumvented by those who take minors across 
State lines to have abortions. And the 
United States Senate needs to pass this bill 
so I can sign it into law. 

We also must respect human life and 
dignity when advancing medical science, 
and we’re making progress here as well. 
Last month, I signed a pro-life bill sup-
porting ethical treatment and research 
using stem cells from umbilical cord blood. 
I also renew my call for Congress to ban 
all forms of human cloning. Because human 
life is a gift from our Creator and should 

never be used as a means to an end, we 
will not sanction the creation of life only 
to destroy it. 

By changing laws, we can change our 
culture. And your persistence and prayers, 
Nellie, and the folks there with you, are 
making a real difference. We, of course, 
seek common ground where possible. 
We’re working to persuade more of our 
fellow Americans of the rightness of our 
cause. And this is a cause that appeals to 
the conscience of our citizens and is rooted 
in America’s deepest principles, and history 
tells us that with such a cause, we will 
prevail. 

Again, Nellie, thank you for letting me 
come to speak to you. Tell everybody there 
that I ask for God’s blessings on them and 
their families, and, of course, may God con-
tinue to bless our grand country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. 
from Manhattan, KS, to march participants 
on the National Mall in Washington, DC. In 
his remarks, he referred to Nellie J. Gray, 
president, March for Life Education and De-
fense Fund. 

Remarks on the War on Terror and a Question-and-Answer Session in 
Manhattan, Kansas 
January 23, 2006 

The President. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. Thanks for inviting me here to give 
the Landon Lecture. For those students 
who are here, I want you to know I can 
remember what it was like to sit through 
lectures. [Laughter] I didn’t particularly like 
it then. [Laughter] Some will take a little 
different approach. I’m here to tell you 
how I see the world and how I’ve made 
some of the decisions I’ve made and why 
I made them. 

Before I get there, I want to thank the 
introducer. So he’s on Air Force One; he 

says, ‘‘That’s a cute-looking blue tie you 
have—[laughter]—but I strongly suggest, 
Mr. President’’—[laughter]. I said, ‘‘I don’t 
know, Senator, if I can take it; I’m worried 
about all those lobby laws or the lack of 
them.’’ [Laughter] He said, ‘‘Fine, I’ll just 
loan it to you.’’ I said, ‘‘Well, now that 
you’re helping me dress, you got any hints 
on how I ought to do my hair?’’ [Laughter] 

Pat Roberts is a good man. He’s got a 
great sense of humor. He loves the people 
of Kansas, and he loves Kansas State, and 
I’m proud to be with him on this stage. 
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