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Force—Iraq. A reporter referred to Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan of the United Na-
tions.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Michael V. Hayden as Director of

the Central Intelligence Agency
May 26, 2006

I commend the Senate for confirming
Michael Hayden as Director of the Central
Intelligence Agency by a bipartisan major-
ity. Winning the war on terror requires that
America have the best intelligence possible,
and his strong leadership will ensure that
we do. General Hayden is a patriot and
a dedicated public servant whose broad ex-
perience, dedication, and expertise make
him the right person to lead the CIA at

this critical time. I look forward to working
with Ambassador Negroponte, General
Hayden, and the other leaders of our intel-
ligence community as we continue to ad-
dress the challenges and threats we face
in the 21st century. I congratulate General
Hayden and his family on his confirmation
and thank him for his continued service
to our Nation.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Brett M. Kavanaugh as a United
States Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia

May 26, 2006

I applaud the Senate’s vote to confirm
Brett Kavanaugh to the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the District of Columbia Circuit.
Brett Kavanaugh is superbly qualified for
the Court of Appeals and will be a brilliant,
thoughtful, and fair-minded judge. I appre-

ciate his distinguished service in the execu-

tive branch for the last 5 years, as Associate
Counsel and then Senior Associate Counsel
to the President, and since July 2003 in
the vital role of Staff Secretary. I congratu-
late Brett and his family on today’s con-
firmation and thank him for his continued
service to the law and our Nation.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Dirk Kempthorne as the Secretary

of the Interior
May 26, 2006

I applaud the Senate for confirming Dirk
Kempthorne as Secretary of the Interior.
Dirk has an abiding love of nature and
the outdoors and is dedicated to conserving
our natural resources. He will continue my
administration’s efforts to effectively man-
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age our national parks, support historic and
cultural sites through our Preserve America
Initiative, and pursue environmentally re-
sponsible energy development on Federal
lands and waters. He will also work to
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