AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

May 31 / Administration of George W. Bush,

phone a lot talking to—and President
Putin, by the way—and I'm on the phone
a lot talking to our folks that share the
same concern I share, and say, “Look, let’s
get this solved diplomatically,” but there
must be a united international front that
shares the same message, and that is, is
that we will work collaboratively to prevent
the Iranians from developing a nuclear
weapon.

I also want to make it very clear that
we have—we respect the Iranian people,
and we respect their heritage and their his-
tory, and we hope their Government listens
to the international demands and doesn’t
isolate itself from the world and doesn’t
foolishly spend money on a weapons pro-
gram that takes away the capacity—the
ability for the Iranian economy to grow so
people are able to put food on the table
and find work.

Final—anybody else from Rwanda?

Situation in Sudan

. Yes, Mr. President, I come from
Rwanda. I heard the President of Rwanda
thanking you for the assistance you are giv-
ing on Darfur, but in spite all that you've
been doing, it has persisted. Are you plan-
ning to up your support in that regard,
Mr. President?

President Bush. To support the Rwanda
troops in Darfur? I will. As a matter of
fact, we had a very good discussion about
this subject. The President is concerned
about whether or not the United States
will honor its commitments. We will honor
our commitments, but the United States
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Congress must pass the supplemental with
the money in there for the Sudan. See,
part of the money in a supplemental re-
quest that’s working its way through a con-
ference committee now is to help repay
a country like Rwanda that’s putting troops
on the ground.

And so I told the President that some-
times the Congress doesn’t move as quickly
as I'd like on issues, but I'm confident
theyll get the supplemental passed when
they come back from their Memorial Day
break. That supplemental must, one, meet
the financial conditions that I talked
about—in other words, I'm going to veto
the bill if they spend more money than
I requested—and it’s got to set—it’s got
to meet priorities as well. And one of the
priorities is our own troops who are in
harm’s way. And another priority is helping
the Katrina victims. And a third priority
in that bill that we've submitted is to help
in Sudan. I told the President I'm confident
theyll pass that bill and that his troops
will get reimbursed.

Thank you all very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Gen. Peter Pace,
USMC, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff;
Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; Presi-
dent Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac of France; Chancellor
Angela Merkel of Germany; Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and
President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Michael V. Hayden as Director
of the Central Intelligence Agency in Langley, Virginia

May 31, 2006

Thank you. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. It’s great to be back with the really
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fine people here at the Central Intelligence
Agency.
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I'm honored to be here at the swearing-
in of Mike Hayden as America’s new Direc-
tor of the CIA. He’s such a good man,
we're going to swear him in twice—yester-
day—{laughter]—and today.

Mike is a patriot; he’s a reformer; he’s
one of our Nation’s finest intelligence pro-
fessionals. I know firsthand how good this
guy is; I've worked with him on some really
important issues related to the security of
the United States. He brings more than
two decades of experience in the intel-
ligence field. He is going to be a superb
leader for the dedicated men and women
of the CIA.

I appreciate Ambassador Negroponte
being with us today, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence. I want to thank Attorney
General Al Gonzales for joining us and the
Director of the FBI, Bob Mueller, for join-
ing us as well. But most importantly, thank
you all for coming.

I'm proud to serve with you. It is such
an honor to serve the United States of
America, and I appreciate your serving
along my side to make America secure. The
role of the CIA is critical to the security
of the United States. This Agency is help-
ing to lead the intelligence war against the
terrorists who attacked us on September
the 11th, 2001. They continue to plot at-
tacks, and together, we are going to stop
them.

The role of the CIA is vital to my doing
my job. I cannot do my job without the
Central Intelligence Agency. This Agency
remains the principal provider of intel-
ligence analysis to the President, to the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, and to sen-
ior national security officials in my adminis-
tration. As Director of the CIA, Mike will
continue the reforms needed. America’s
leaders are going to have the best possible
intelligence, and Mike Hayden is going to
work with you to see that that’s the case.

I've asked Mike to continue to develop
the human intelligence capabilities of the
CIA, which are essential to understanding
the plans and intentions of dangerous re-

gimes and terrorist organizations around
the world. I've asked Mike to continue im-
proving the analytical skills of the CIA,
which apply the best minds to interpret
the intelligence that we gather. I'm con-
fident that under Mike’s leadership, the
CIA will help us stay ahead of America’s
enemies and win the war on terror.

The men and women who work here
at the CIA have got a tough job and a
really important job. You must penetrate
closed societies and secretive organizations.
You must master foreign languages and
deal with unfamiliar cultures. Much of your
work is secret, and American lives depend
on that work remaining secret. America ap-
preciates the good work you're doing, and
so do L.

And in Mike Hayden, you have a leader
who recognizes your talents, who under-
stands your challenges and will ensure that
you remain the finest intelligence agency
in the world.

In his new position, Mike will build on
the good work of Director Porter Goss.
Nearly 2 years ago, I asked Porter to take
on a tough assignment, the transformation
of the CIA. Porter carried out that assign-
ment with skill and determination. He
upheld the high standards and proud tradi-
tion of the Agency, and he leaves behind
a CIA that's stronger than the one he
found. And Laura and I wish Porter and
his family well as they begin a new chapter
in their lives.

Mike Hayden succeeds Porter Goss at
a time of great change in the world and
great challenge for our intelligence commu-
nity. Under the leadership of John
Negroponte, our intelligence community is
growing more integrated and more effective
every day. And under the leadership of
Mike Hayden, the Central Intelligence
Agency will continue to play a critical role
in our Nation’s intelligence enterprise.
Mike understands that the CIA must trans-
form to confront new dangers and do so
without slowing the high tempo at which
it already operates, to protect this country.
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I'm confident that with Mike Hayden at
the helm, the CIA will succeed and con-
tinue to make important contributions to
the security of the American people.

As Mike takes on this important assign-
ment, he has my trust, my full trust, and
he has the support of a loving family. I'm
glad to see his wife, Jeanine, his children
and grandchildren, and his father, Harry,
and all the other members of the Hayden
family who have joined us as well today.

I want to thank Mike for agreeing to
serve our Nation once again. And I look
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forward to continuing to work with him
to do our duty to protect the American
people.

Thank you all for coming today. May
God bless Mike Hayden; may God bless
you all; and may God continue to bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. at CIA
Headquarters. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Director Hayden.

Remarks at a Reception for Gubernatorial Candidate Robert L. Ehrlich,

Jr., in Baltimore, Maryland
May 31, 2006

Thanks for coming tonight. Thank you
all. So he just gave my speech. [Laughter]
You know, when you have somebody who
accomplishes positive things—he’s got a
record of accomplishment for everybody—
not just a handful, but everybody—you
need to send him back as the Governor
of the State of Maryland.

So in our line of work, there’s a lot of
big talkers. [Laughter] And sometimes you
find a doer, somebody who knows how to
set an agenda and lead people to accom-
plish that agenda. Bob Ehrlich is a doer;
he’s a great leader; and he needs to be
reelected Governor of the State of Mary-
land.

So the one thing he didn't take credit
for was—I think he should have—was the
Maryland women’s basketball team. He
can't even touch the net. [Laughter] Well,
that’s not true.

We both married really well. [Laughter]
He married a fabulous woman; the first
lady of Maryland is doing a wonderful job.
Laura and I are very fond of Kendel and
Bob. We consider them friends. We invited
them to come to Camp David once, which
is, after all, in the State of Maryland. So
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he arrived—as did about 10 feet of snow.
[Laughter] So I said, “Come on back in
the summer.” [Laughter] But Laura sends
her love to the Ehrlichs.

And just a word on Laura. She’s down
in New Orleans today. She is a fabulous
First Lady. She is really—I'm really proud
of the job she does for our country.

I'm also proud to be here with Bob’s
parents, Bob and Nancy. Thank you all for
coming. I'm sure Nancy—I[applause]—I'm
sure one of the reasons why your son is
so successful as the Governor is because
you keep telling him what to do. [Laughter]
And obviously, he’s wise enough to listen.
[Laughter] T've got the same problem in
my family. [Laughter]

Mr. Chairman, thank you for your lead-
ership. T want to thank you all for sup-
porting the Victory Committee. I want to
thank you for giving of your money to help
this good man and the party succeed. And
I want to thank you in advance for what
youre going to do when we come down
the stretch in October/November, and that
is, turn out the vote.

So I want to thank all the grassroots ac-
tivists who are here. There’s a couple of
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