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paying job to a diploma, a career, and 
homeownership. When immigrants assimi-
late and advance in our society, they realize 
their dreams. And as they do, they renew 
our spirit, and they add to the unity of 
our country. 

As the chamber, you appreciate the great 
contributions immigrants have made to 
America’s freedom and prosperity, and you 
know their importance for the future of 
this Nation. And so you’re helping this 
country reach consensus by conducting the 
debate on immigration in a reasoned and 
respectful tone. And I appreciate that a 
lot. 

I urge our fellow citizens to understand 
that harsh language, unnecessary politics, 
sends the wrong message about who we 
are as a nation. I appreciate the fact you’re 
working for an immigration bill that is com-
prehensive. That makes a lot of sense, be-
cause you know that all the elements of 
this problem must be addressed together 
or none of them will be solved at all. 

Throughout our long history, America 
has prospered because we welcome people 
who abided by our laws and worked hard 
and raised their families and trusted in the 
Almighty. I believe we must be guided by 
that history as we reform our immigration 
system. I trust in our country’s genius for 
making us all Americans, one Nation under 
God. And I’m confident that the United 
States Congress will do its duty and pass 
an immigration bill that secures our bor-
ders, strengthens our laws, and upholds the 
promise of the United States of America. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 a.m. at 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Homeland 
Security Michael Chertoff, who introduced 
the President; Thomas J. Donohue, president 
and chief executive officer, U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce; and Lt. Gen. H. Steven Blum, 
chief, National Guard Bureau. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting and an Exchange With Reporters 
June 1, 2006 

The President. I want to thank the mem-
bers of my Cabinet who came today. We 
had a really good discussion about a variety 
of important issues. We talked about the 
war against terror, and I reminded our 
Cabinet Secretaries that we all have a re-
sponsibility to help us win this war, includ-
ing sending members of our administration 
to Iraq to help this new democracy suc-
ceed. 

We talked about the hurricane season 
that’s upon us, and the work we’re doing 
to help local governments and State govern-
ments prepare for the hurricane season. 

I talked about the immigration issue. I 
talked about how strongly I feel for this 

country to have comprehensive immigration 
reform. 

And then we heard from Secretary Snow 
about the strength of this economy and 
what we intend to do to keep it strong. 
One thing we intend to do is to continue 
to work with the United States Congress 
to make sure the tax cuts we passed are 
permanent. It turns out, our progrowth 
economic policies have worked, and the 
best way to make sure that the recovery 
we have is sustainable is to keep those taxes 
low. The Secretary briefed us on the fact 
that revenues coming into our Treasury 
look very robust. The best way to balance 
the budget is to keep progrowth economic 
policies in place and, at the same time, 
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work with our Cabinet Secretaries to keep 
spending down. 

And so I’m very pleased with the 
progress on our economy. And I want to, 
again, thank my Cabinet Secretaries for 
being here. 

And now I’ll answer a couple of ques-
tions. Jennifer [Jennifer Loven, Associated 
Press]. 

Iran 
Q. Thank you, sir. Do you have either 

China or Russia on board with Iran? 
The President. Yesterday, Secretary Rice, 

at my instructions, said to the world that 
we want to solve the problem of the Ira-
nian nuclear issue diplomatically. And we 
made it very clear publicly that we’re will-
ing to come to the table, so long as the 
Iranians verifiably suspend their program. 
In other words, we said to the Iranians, 
the United States of America wants to work 
with our partners to solve the problem. 

I spoke to the President of Russia and 
explained my position clearly to him, and 
that is, the choice is up to the Iranians 
whether or not they’re going to listen to 
the world demand, and if they do, we’ve 
got something to talk to them about. And 
if they don’t, we expect Russia to partici-
pate in the United Nations Security Coun-
cil. We’ll see whether or not they agree 
to do that. I got a positive response from 
the President. He said he understands our 
strategy, and he agrees we want to solve 
this issue diplomatically. 

I also spoke to President Hu Jintao this 
morning. I laid out to him why I instructed 
Secretary Rice to do what she did. And 
now it’s going to be up to the Iranians 
to make their decision, and if they choose 
not to verifiably suspend, we have laid the 
groundwork for an effective international 
response. 

Q. Was the response from President Hu 
positive? 

The President. They understood our 
strategy, and they understood—the most 
positive thing about all the conversations 

I had is there is uniform agreement that 
the Iranians should not have a nuclear 
weapon. And we’ll discuss tactics and strat-
egies to make sure that the international 
community speaks with one clear voice if 
the Iranians choose not to verifiably sus-
pend. And so we’ll see what their decision 
is. My decision is to be robust in trying 
to solve this problem diplomatically. 

Matthew [Matt Spetalnick], Reuters. Yes, 
there you are. 

Q. But the Iranian Foreign Minister, 
today, has already—while welcoming the 
offer of talks, has rejected the idea that 
they would first suspend uranium enrich-
ment. How do you react to that, and is 
it now—— 

The President. My reaction is, the choice 
is theirs. And we’ll see whether or not that 
is the firm position of their Government. 
If that’s what they decide to do, then the 
next step, of course, will be to—for our 
coalition partners to go to the United Na-
tions Security Council. And the choice is 
up to the Iranians. And they’ve already 
said, by the way, that they’re willing to 
suspend. And this gives them a second 
chance to make their words mean some-
thing. 

I want to solve this problem diplomati-
cally, and I want to solve it peacefully. And 
the best thing for the Iranians to under-
stand is that if they choose not to suspend 
in a verifiable—if they continue their obsti-
nance, if they continue to say to the world, 
‘‘We really don’t care what your opinion 
is,’’ then the world is going to act in con-
cert. The next step of acting in concert 
is to go to the United Nations Security 
Council. 

Ann [Ann Compton, ABC News]. 

Iraq/U.S. Armed Forces 
Q. Why do American forces in Iraq need 

retraining on core values, as the military 
puts it? 

The President. Our troops have been 
trained on core values throughout their 
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training, but obviously there was an inci-
dent that took place in Iraq. It’s now being 
investigated. And this is just a reminder 
for troops either in Iraq, or throughout our 
military that there are high standards ex-
pected of them and that there are strong 
rules of engagement. The Haditha incident 
is under investigation. Obviously, the allega-
tions are very troubling for me and equally 
troubling for our military, especially the 
Marine Corps. I’ve spoken to General Pace 
about this issue quite a few times. And 
he’s troubled by the allegations, because 
he understands that the Marine Corps has 
got a proud tradition of upholding rules 
of engagement. 

One of the things that happens in a 
transparent society like ours is that there 
is—there will be a full and complete inves-
tigation. The world will see the full and 
complete investigation. It also is a reminder 
to our commanders that they must con-
stantly enforce the proud tradition of our 
military, and that’s what they’re doing. 

Q. Have you gotten updates on the situa-
tion? 

The President. Well, I’m not involved 
with the investigation, and you shouldn’t 
expect me to be. I expect this investigation 
to be conducted independent of the White 
House, with a full and thorough investiga-
tion. And I’m confident. 

Listen, the Marine Corps wants to get 
to the bottom of this. If anybody wants 
to make sure that they know the facts and 
to correct problems, if they do exist, it’s 
the United States Marine Corps. They are 
run by—the Marines are run by an incred-
ibly proud group of men and women who 
understand the history and tradition of the 
Marines. And they’ll get to the bottom of 
this. 

And if there is wrongdoing, people will 
be held to account. And at the same time, 
what you’re seeing is the Marine Corps re-
minding our troops about what it means 
to be a marine, what it means to uphold 
the honor of that Corps, and what it means 
to adhere to the rules of engagement that 
we expect our soldiers to adhere to. The 
United States of America has got a willing-
ness to deal with issues like this in an up-
front way, in an open way, and correct 
problems. And that’s what you’re going to 
see unfold. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to President Vladi-
mir V. Putin of Russia; President Hu Jintao 
of China; and Gen. Peter Pace, USMC, 
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. A reporter 
referred to Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Manuchehr Motaki of Iran. 

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Brett Kavanaugh as a United 
States Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia 
June 1, 2006 

Please be seated. Thanks for coming. 
Welcome to the Rose Garden where, in 
a few moments, Brett Kavanaugh will be 
sworn in as a judge on the United States 
Court of Appeals for the District of Colum-
bia Circuit. 

Today, a court that is often considered 
the second highest in our land gains a bril-

liant and talented new member. The staff 
of the White House celebrates a friend they 
admire and a colleague they will miss. I 
congratulate a good man and a fine public 
servant on a job well done. 

I’m especially pleased to be with Brett’s 
wife, Ashley—[laughter]—whose face I 
know well and whose marriage was the first 
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