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As this debate goes forward, we must
remember that every American deserves to
be treated with tolerance, respect, and dig-
nity. All of us have a duty to conduct this
discussion with civility and decency toward
one another, and all people deserve to have
their voices heard. A constitutional amend-
ment will put a decision that is critical to
American families and American society in
the hands of the American people, which
is exactly where it belongs. Democracy, not
court orders, should decide the future of
marriage in America.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:30 a.m.
on June 2 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June
3. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on June 2 but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Denis Sassou-Nguesso of

the Republic of the Congo
June 5, 2006

President Bush. It's been my honor to
welcome the President of the Congo here
to the Oval Office. Mr. President, welcome.
Thank you for coming. I welcome you not
only as the President of your country but
as a leader of the African Union.

We had a very constructive discussion
about a variety of issues. We talked about
our common commitment to help end the
genocide in Darfur. I appreciate the Presi-
dent’s leadership in helping negotiate a
peace agreement, and I appreciate his lead-
ership in working with the United Nations
so we can get the AU forces blue-helmeted
as quickly as possible.

And one of my interests, of course, is
to join with African nations in combating
HIV/AIDS, and I want to congratulate the
President for the low infection rate in
Congo. Thank you for your leadership on
that issue.

We've had a very good visit here, and
I look forward to seeing you in St. Peters-
burg, Russia, where we can continue our
discussions. So, welcome.

President Sassou-Nguesso. 1, first of all,
thank you, Mr. President, and I want to
say to everyone that I'm very happy and

honored to be here, actually for the second
time, because in 1990, President Bush—
father of President Bush now—welcomed
me to this house on a state visit. So I'm
very happy to be here, Mr. President.

Indeed, President Bush is absolutely
right; we discussed a lot of issues that we’re
all interested in: peace, security, and not
just in Africa, but beyond Africa, in the
world. We talked about terrorism; we
talked about the Iranian nuclear issue; we
talked about the dialog that’s about to open
up, I hope, and that will bring good results
to that problem.

And on behalf of all of Africa, I thank
President Bush for his commitment in
fighting AIDS, the commitment of the
United States in the fight against HIV/
AIDS. As you know, we had a special meet-
ing on AIDS at the United Nations General
Assembly, and as you know also, Africa is
the continent that suffers the most from
this scourge.

And we also talked about African devel-
opment issues. We talked about the situa-
tion in the Gulf of Guinea and the Congo
Basin, the NEPAD, Project for African De-
velopment in Africa. And I was happy to
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see President Bush give his entire support
to the development of Africa.

And I'm, again, very happy with this very
useful meeting that we had with President
Bush here. And I'm very happy for the
fact that we're going to see each other in
St. Petersburg, because President Putin in-
vited me to come to the G-8 summit as
a representative for Africa.

I thank President Bush for his very
friendly and warm welcome. And I'm very

happy to be here, back in the White
House.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:51 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. Presi-
dent Sassou-Nguesso spoke in French, and
his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. President Sassou-Nguesso referred to
President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Manuel Zelaya Rosales of

Honduras
June 5, 2006

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome.
It's good to have you here. We've had a
very good discussion, as you would expect
amongst friends. We discussed our common
interests, and one of our common interests
is expanded commercial opportunity. And
CAFTA gives us a chance to realize those
opportunities. We talked about our com-
mon desire to make sure the democracies
in the region are strong.

We talked about the immigration issue.
The President is very concerned about the
immigration issue. I assured him that my
administration supports a comprehensive
immigration bill that treats people with re-
spect and, at the same time, upholds our
laws. And over lunch, I will give him our
strategy to continue to press for a com-
prehensive bill that will enforce our borders
but allow people to come to our country
in a legal way to work on a temporary
basis.

So, Mr. President, thank you. The people
of America respect your country and appre-

1074

ciate our close ties. And were sure glad
you're here.

President Zelaya. 1 have expressed my
appreciation to the President. I'd like to
reiterate my thanks to him for the frank-
ness with which he has spoken about the
solutions to the common problems we face
in the Western Hemisphere.

And we come to this meeting with Presi-
dent Bush with great enthusiasm. And in
coming here, we have asked for God’s
blessing so that this is a meeting that will
truly strengthen the fraternal ties that join
us in trying to achieve peace in our day.

I thank you very much, Mr. Bush. Your
trust makes both of our nations strong.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. Presi-
dent Zelaya spoke in Spanish, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-07-11T12:37:13-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




