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Zarqawi. And coalition and Iraqi forces are 
seizing this moment to strike the enemies 
of freedom in Iraq at this time of uncer-
tainty for their cause. The work ahead will 
require more sacrifice and the continued 
patience of the American people. 

I’m encouraged by Prime Minister 
Maliki’s determination to defeat our com-
mon enemies and bring security and rule 
of law to all Iraqis. This week, he took 
another major step toward this objective 
when he completed the formation of his 
Cabinet, naming a new Minister of De-
fense, a new Minister of the Interior, and 
a new Minister of State for National Secu-
rity. These new leaders will help the Gov-
ernment address its top priorities: reconcili-
ation, reconstruction, and putting an end 
to the kidnapings, beheadings, and suicide 
bombings. 

As they pursue these goals, they will have 
America’s full support. On Monday, I will 
convene my national security team and 
other key members of my Cabinet at Camp 
David to discuss the way ahead in Iraq. 
On Tuesday, Iraq’s new Ambassador to the 
United States will join us, and we will have 
a teleconference discussion with Prime 
Minister Maliki and members of his Cabi-
net. Together we will determine how to 
best deploy America’s resources in Iraq and 
achieve our shared goal of an Iraq that 

can govern itself, sustain itself, and defend 
itself. 

There’s still difficult work ahead in Iraq. 
Yet this week, the ideology of terror has 
suffered a severe blow. Al Qaida has lost 
its leader in Iraq; the Iraqi people have 
completed a democratic government that 
is determined to defend them; and freedom 
has achieved a great victory in the heart 
of the Middle East. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:45 p.m. 
on June 8 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 
10. The transcript was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on June 9 but 
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. In his address, the President referred 
to senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al 
Zarqawi, who was killed in Baquba, Iraq, on 
June 7; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al 
Qaida terrorist organization; former Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein, Prime Minister Nuri 
al-Maliki, Minister of Defense Abd al-Qadir 
al-Mufriji, Minister of the Interior Jawad al- 
Bulani, and Minister of State for National Se-
curity Shirwan al-Waili of Iraq; and Iraq’s 
Ambassador to the U.S. Samir Shakir al- 
Sumaydi. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Interagency Team on Iraq at 
Camp David, Maryland 
June 12, 2006 

I want to thank Generals Abizaid and 
Casey, as well as Ambassador Khalilzad for 
the last—for the briefing for the last 3 
hours. I thought your assessment of the 
situation in Iraq was very realistic. I think 
your recommendations to us on how to win 
in Iraq, to have an Iraq that can govern 
itself, sustain itself, and defend itself are— 
your recommendations are valid. 

I look forward to continuing to visit with 
you later on this afternoon about how we 
can help this new Government succeed. 
Zal, you’ve been—I just want to thank you 
all very much for remaining in theater and 
working as hard as you are. You’re making 
a significant difference. 

And again, please give my best congratu-
lations to the troops on the ground for 
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bringing Zarqawi to justice. I fully recog-
nize that’s not going to end the war. On 
the other hand, it was a major blow to 
Al Qaida and the killers and terrorists that 
are trying to spread violence and suffering 
and stop the emergence of a new democ-
racy. 

Zal, we left off where you were talking 
about the way forward in Iraq and your 
perception of this new Government. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:33 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Gen. John P. 
Abizaid, USA, commander, U.S. Central 
Command; Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, 
commanding general, Multi-National 
Force—Iraq; U.S. Ambassador to Iraq 
Zalmay Khalilzad; and senior Al Qaida asso-
ciate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi, who was killed 
in Baquba, Iraq, on June 7. A portion of these 
remarks could not be verified because the 
tape was incomplete. 

Remarks Following Meetings on Iraq and an Exchange With Reporters at 
Camp David 
June 12, 2006 

The President. We just had a meaningful 
day. We have spent a lot of time talking 
to our team in Baghdad about the way for-
ward in Iraq. We’ve spent time talking 
about the security situation in Iraq and 
what we intend to do to help the Iraqi 
Government bring security to neighbor-
hoods in Baghdad and Basra. We talked 
about the economic situation in Iraq. We 
talked about the energy situation in Iraq. 
We talked about a variety of matters with 
Ambassador Khalilzad and General Casey 
and General Abizaid. 

As you can see, I not only have my na-
tional security team here, I’ve got members 
of my Cabinet as well. We all agree that 
we have got to continue to help this new 
Government move forward. Success in Iraq 
will depend upon the capacity of the new 
Government to provide for its people. We 
recognize that. We’re encouraged by the 
formation of a unity government, and we 
recognize our responsibilities to help that 
new Government. 

And tomorrow we’ll be meeting with the 
new Government via SVTS, and that will 
be a very interesting experience for all of 
us, to be able to talk to our respective 
counterparts. 

The message to the Iraqi Government 
is, is that we stand with you, that what 
you’re doing is important, that democracy 
in Iraq is not only important to the 12 
million people that went to the polls and 
their families, but democracy in Iraq is im-
portant in the war on terror. It’s important 
that we succeed in Iraq in order to make 
America more secure and the world a bet-
ter place. 

So I want to thank my Cabinet Secre-
taries for being with me today, and other 
members of my team, to really have this 
very vital and important discussion. 

I’ll answer a couple of questions. 

U.S. Troop Levels in Iraq 
Q. You said that you were going to listen 

to your U.S. commanders on the ground 
about the troops. And, you know, General 
Casey has said now that he thinks that 
gradual U.S. troop reductions could be 
made in the coming months. So do you 
agree with this? 

The President. Well, as I also said the 
last time you asked me this question— 
which was a couple of days ago—that we 
were going to make sure that we fully un-
derstand the Iraqi capability to be able to 
take the fight to the enemy and secure 
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