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June 15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

Ninety-five percent of our planet’s oceans 
have yet to be explored. We’re just begin-
ning to appreciate what the seas have to 
offer humanity. The waters of this new na-
tional monument will be a living laboratory 
that offers new opportunities to discover 
new life, that helps us better manage our 
ocean ecosystems, and allows us to pursue 
advances in science. 

You know, in America, there’s a great 
consensus that we have an obligation to 
be good stewards of the environment. Suc-
cess of a generation is not defined by 
wealth alone. We also will be measured 
by the respect we give to the precious crea-
tures of our natural world. 

We have great choices before us in this 
country. And with the designation of the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Island Marine Na-
tional Monument, we are making a choice 
that will leave a precious legacy. 

I want to thank you all for joining us 
today. It’s an historic moment. Thank you 
all for your leadership. And may God bless 
the country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. Linda Lingle 
of Hawaii; and oceanographer Jean-Michel 
Cousteau. 

Statement on Congressional Passage of Appropriations Legislation 
June 15, 2006 

I applaud those Members of Congress 
who came together in a fiscally responsible 
way to provide much-needed funds for the 
war on terror and continued Hurricane 
Katrina recovery, as well as for securing 
our border and protecting against a possible 
avian flu pandemic. Responding to these 
critical needs in a timely way is not easy, 
but it must be done if we are to fight 
terrorism, defend our homeland, enforce 

our borders, and fulfill our moral obligation 
to help our fellow Americans in need. I 
am pleased that Congress has addressed 
these urgent national priorities within the 
spending limits I set. House and Senate 
leadership and Chairmen Cochran and 
Lewis deserve great credit for working to-
gether to pass a fiscally responsible bill. 
The statement referred to H.R. 4939. 

Statement on Signing the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act for 
Defense, the Global War on Terror, and Hurricane Recovery, 2006 
June 15, 2006 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4939, 
the ‘‘Emergency Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act for Defense, the Global War on 
Terror, and Hurricane Recovery, 2006.’’ 
The Act provides additional resources need-
ed to fight the war on terror, help citizens 
of the Gulf States recover from devastating 

hurricanes, and protect Americans from a 
potential influenza pandemic. 

Sections 1209 and 2202 of the Act pro-
hibit use of certain funds appropriated in 
the Act to initiate new start programs un-
less the congressional defense committees 
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