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Statement on Senate Passage of Fisheries Management Legislation

June 21, 2006

I applaud the Senate for passing a
stronger Magnuson-Stevens Act by unani-
mous consent. By emphasizing the impor-
tant role of ecosystem-based approaches to
fisheries management and strengthening
penalties for overfishing and other viola-
tions, this legislation will be vital to ensur-
ing that we remain good stewards of our
marine environment. I congratulate Chair-
man Stevens and Cochairman Inouye for
their work on this important bipartisan bill
that embraces my priorities of ending over-
fishing and rebuilding our Nation’s fish
stocks through more effective, market-
based management methods.

Since my administration released the
Ocean Action Plan in 2004, we have been
making great strides in our efforts to make

our oceans, coasts, and lakes cleaner,
healthier, and more productive. Last week,
I established the Northwestern Hawaiian
Islands Marine National Monument, the
largest single conservation area in the his-
tory of our country and the largest pro-
tected marine area in the world. Enactment
of a stronger Magnuson-Stevens Act is one
of the top priorities of the Ocean Action
Plan, and Senate passage of this bill is an
important milestone on the way to another
significant bipartisan ocean policy achieve-
ment.

I urge the House of Representatives to
join the Senate in passing this important
initiative.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 2012.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony in Budapest, Hungary

June 22, 2006

President Laszlo Solyom of Hungary. Mr.
President, may I welcome you to Sandor
Palace. Thank you very much for coming
to Budapest to commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution
and freedom fight.

Mr. President, your visit is a rarity and
signifying prelude to the celebration later
this year, which will be attended by more
than 50 heads of state and government here
in Budapest.

Your visit today here in Hungary under-
lines the importance of 1956, how impor-
tant it was from the point of view of global
history. At the same time, it also highlights
the importance of those values for which
the Hungarians and Hungary fought in
1956. These are freedom, liberty, democ-
racy, human rights, and national self-deter-
mination.

And both the United States of America
and Hungary belong to the same commu-
nity of common values. This is the founda-
tion of the fact that now we are allies.
And this is also—gave a foundation to the
fact that after crushing 1956, the United
States of America admitted more than
35,000 Hungarian refugees. For that, Mr.
President, I wish to express my sincere
thanks.

These values constitute the foundation of
our alliance. It also means obligation for
us, and it also means that we have got
to represent that in an authentic way. And
that was also the secret to Hungary’s suc-
cessful process of democratization and the
fact that even under the extraordinary
international circumstances made no—I[in-
audible]—and insisted on observing the
Constitution and the law.
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