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McGuire Air Force Base, who served as third 
base coach; and youth volunteer Zane 
Ellingwood. 

Statement on the Proliferation Security Initiative 
June 23, 2006 

Today members of the international com-
munity are gathered in Warsaw, Poland, to 
share their experiences and develop new 
approaches to countering the trafficking of 
weapons of mass destruction through the 
Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI). Since 
the initiative was launched in Krakow, Po-
land, on May 31, 2003, the PSI has grown 
from a handful of nations to a global part-
nership of more than 70 countries from 
all around the world. 

The PSI is dedicated to stopping all as-
pects of the proliferation trade and to deny-
ing terrorists, rogue states, and their sup-
plier networks access to WMD-related ma-
terials and delivery systems. Together, we 
are working to disrupt the financial activi-
ties of networks that support proliferation, 
as called for in United Nations Security 
Council Resolutions 1540 and 1673. To-

gether, we are shutting down front compa-
nies and proliferation networks and inter-
dicting cargo carrying these dangerous ma-
terials, whether transported by land, air, or 
sea. With renewed determination, PSI sup-
porters have come to Warsaw to further 
enhance our ability to counter WMD pro-
liferation. 

I join President Lech Kaczynski in wel-
coming PSI supporters to Warsaw, includ-
ing our newest partners from the Persian 
Gulf and Central Asia. I commend all 
member nations for their readiness in tak-
ing on this vital task, and I urge all respon-
sible states to join this global effort to end 
the WMD proliferation trade. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President 
Lech Kaczynski of Poland. 

Statement on the Resignation of Norman Y. Mineta as Secretary of 
Transportation 
June 23, 2006 

Norman Mineta has served America with 
integrity, dedication, and distinction. He 
leaves his position as the longest serving 
Secretary of Transportation in our Nation’s 
history. 

Norm’s life is a story of determination, 
courage, and service. As a child, he lived 
in an internment camp. As a young man, 
he wore his country’s uniform in Korea and 
Japan. From there, he went on to become 

a mayor, a Congressman, and a Cabinet 
Secretary under two Presidents. 

As my Secretary of Transportation, Norm 
performed a crucial role on September 11, 
2001, leading the successful effort to bring 
tens of thousands of passengers aboard 
commercial aircraft to safe landings. His 
leadership was vital to strengthening the 
security of America’s seaports and airports. 
Norm worked hard to help eliminate red 
tape and liberalize the commercial aviation 
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market. After Hurricane Katrina, Norm and 
his team were able to rapidly repair and 
reopen the region’s major highways, air-
ports, seaports, and pipelines. He also 
oversaw important changes in fuel economy 
standards that will save fuel, save lives, and 
save jobs. 

Norm is an inspiration to all of us and 
has earned the admiration of a grateful Na-
tion. I am honored that he agreed to serve 
in my Cabinet. Laura and I wish Norm, 
Deni, and their children all the best. 

The President’s Radio Address 
June 24, 2006 

Good morning. This past week, I traveled 
to Austria and Hungary, where I had pro-
ductive meetings with our European allies. 
We discussed the challenges and opportuni-
ties we share, including the importance of 
spreading prosperity at home and around 
the world. It’s good to be back home, and 
I’m pleased to report that our economy 
is strong, growing, and delivering prosperity 
to more of our people. 

Let me give you a few facts. In the first 
quarter of 2006, our economy grew at an 
impressive annual rate of 5.3 percent. Since 
August of 2003, America has created more 
than 5.3 million new jobs, more than all 
25 nations of the European Union com-
bined. Productivity is growing, and wages 
are beginning to rise. And because taxes 
are low, workers are keeping more of the 
money they earn. 

Our economy is heading into the summer 
on the fast track, and one of the best ways 
to keep our momentum going is to restrain 
spending in Washington, DC. Earlier this 
month, Congress took an important step 
by passing an emergency spending bill that 
stayed within the strict spending limits I 
set. The bill included necessary funding for 
high priorities, such as equipping our mili-
tary and rebuilding the gulf coast, and it 
showed discipline in other areas. Congress 
deserves credit for meeting my spending 
limits, and I was pleased to sign the emer-
gency spending bill into law. 

As Members of Congress show restraint 
on spending bills, they also need to make 
reforms in the spending process. Under the 
current system, many lawmakers are able 
to insert funding for pet projects into large 
spending bills. This process is called ear-
marking, and it often results in unnecessary 
spending. For example, a bill to fund our 
military can be loaded up with unjustified 
earmarks and other spending that may not 
add to our national security. 

This leaves Members of Congress with 
two bad options: They can either vote 
against the whole bill, including all the 
worthwhile spending, or they have to ac-
cept the whole bill, including the wasteful 
spending. The President is left with the 
same dilemma: Either he has to veto the 
entire bill or sign the bill and approve the 
unnecessary spending. 

There’s a smarter way to handle taxpayer 
dollars, and it begins with granting the 
President a tool called the line-item veto. 
A line-item veto would allow the President 
to remove wasteful spending from a bill 
while preserving the rest of the legislation. 
Forty-three of our Nation’s 50 Governors 
have line-item veto authority, and they have 
used that authority to remove needless 
spending from otherwise good bills. 

Ten years ago, Members of Congress 
from both parties voted to grant President 
Clinton the line-item veto. However, the 
Supreme Court ruled that version of the 
line-item veto unconstitutional because it 
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