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community. Ben is an economist’s econo-
mist, one of the most esteemed leaders in 
the field. He understands that economics 
is more than just crunching numbers; good 
economics embraces policies that unleash 
hope and hard work and the power of free 
people to be able to fashion and improve 
their lives. Ben Bernanke will work every 
day to keep America’s economic prospects 
strong and prosperous. He’ll be a superb 
Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman, thank you for agreeing 
to serve. Congratulations. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:04 a.m. at 
the Federal Reserve. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to former Chairman of the Federal 
Reserve Paul A. Volcker. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of Chairman 
Bernanke. 

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring the Dance Theatre of Harlem 
February 6, 2006 

Good evening. Laura and I welcome you 
to the White House for what is going to 
be a very special evening. One of the inter-
esting things about living here is that, on 
occasion, some of our Nation’s finest artists 
come to perform. Nothing like having great 
performers in your living room. [Laughter] 
And tonight we’re looking forward to a fan-
tastic performance. 

As we gather during African American 
History Month, tonight we honor the 
Dance Theatre of Harlem and its unique 
founder, Arthur Mitchell. America is 
blessed to have people like Arthur Mitchell 
in our midst. So, Arthur, thank you for 
coming; thank you for your care and con-
cern for our Nation’s youth; and thank you 
for being dogged in your determination to 
see that this program flourishes. And we’re 
glad to be a part of seeing that the program 
does flourish. 

Since its creation in 1969, the company 
has set a new standard for excellence in 
dance and has won international acclaim. 
The Dance Theatre of Harlem School has 
provided thousands of students the oppor-
tunity to study dance, some of whom we’ll 
see tonight. The Dance Theatre’s commu-
nity outreach programs are now bringing 
arts education to people all across America 
and around the world. 

For almost four decades, the Dance The-
atre of Harlem has done a lot to enrich 
countless lives through its brilliant perform-
ances and educational efforts. And so to-
night I offer a toast to the achievements 
and continued success of Arthur Mitchell 
and the Dance Theatre of Harlem. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:56 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 

Remarks at the Funeral Service for Coretta Scott King in Lithonia, Georgia 
February 7, 2006 

To the King Family, distinguished guests, 
and fellow citizens: We gather in God’s 
house, in God’s presence, to honor God’s 
servant, Coretta Scott King. Her journey 

was long and only briefly with a hand to 
hold. But now she leans on everlasting 
arms. I’ve come today to offer the sym-
pathy of our entire Nation at the passing 
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