
215 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Feb. 8 

branch officials to submit legislative rec-
ommendations to the Congress. The execu-
tive branch shall construe such provisions 
in a manner consistent with the constitu-
tional authority of the President to super-
vise the unitary executive branch and to 
recommend for congressional consideration 

such measures as the President shall judge 
necessary and expedient. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
February 8, 2006. 

NOTE: An original was not available for the 
verification of the content of this statement. 

Message to the Congress Reporting on the Executive Order on Blocking 
Property of Certain Persons Contributing to the Conflict in Cote d’Ivoire 
February 8, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with subsection 204(b) of the 

International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA), and sec-
tion 301 of the National Emergencies Act, 
50 U.S.C. 1631 (NEA), I hereby report that 
I have issued an Executive Order (the 
‘‘order’’) blocking the property of certain 
persons contributing to the conflict in Cote 
d’Ivoire. In that order, I declared a national 
emergency to deal with the unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security 
and foreign policy of the United States 
posed by that conflict, as described below. 

The United Nations Security Council, in 
Resolution 1572 of November 15, 2004, ex-
pressed deep concern over the resumption 
of hostilities in Cote d’Ivoire, the public 
incitement of hatred and violence, and the 
repeated violations of the ceasefire agree-
ment of May 3, 2003. United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1572 de-
termined that the situation in Cote d’Ivoire 
poses a threat to international peace and 
security in the region and called on mem-
ber States to take certain measures against 
persons responsible for the continuing con-
flict. The United Nations Security Council 
has continued to express serious concern 
at the persistence of the crisis in Cote 
d’Ivoire and of obstacles to the peace and 
national reconciliation process from all 

sides in UNSCRs 1643 of December 15, 
2005, and 1652 of January 24, 2006. 

Despite the intervention and efforts of 
the international community, there have 
been massacres of large numbers of civil-
ians, widespread human rights abuses, sig-
nificant political violence and unrest, and 
attacks against international peacekeeping 
forces in Cote d’Ivoire. Such activity in-
cludes the killing of large numbers of civil-
ians in Korhogo in June 2004, and in 
Abidjan in March 2004; significant violence 
and unrest, including public incitements to 
violence, in Abidjan in November 2004; 
human rights violations, including 
extrajudicial killings, in western Cote 
d’Ivoire in April and June 2005; attacks on 
a police station and prison in July 2005 
in Anyama and Agboville, and violent pro-
tests in Abidjan and attacks on U.N. and 
international nongovernmental organization 
facilities in western Cote d’Ivoire in January 
2006. Also, notwithstanding the Linas- 
Marcoussis Agreement signed by the 
Ivorian political forces on January 24, 2003, 
the related ceasefire agreement of May 3, 
2003, the Accra III Agreement of July 30, 
2004, the Pretoria Agreement of April 6, 
2005, and the Declaration on the Imple-
mentation of the Pretoria Agreement of 
June 29, 2005, consolidating the implemen-
tation of the Linas-Marcoussis peace and 
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national reconciliation process, Ivorian par-
ties have continued to engage in military 
operations and attacks against peacekeeping 
forces in Cote d’Ivoire leading to fatalities. 

Pursuant to the IEEPA and the NEA, 
I have determined that these actions and 
circumstances constitute an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security 
and foreign policy of the United States and 
declared a national emergency to deal with 
that threat and have issued an Executive 
Order to deal with the threat to U.S. na-
tional security and foreign policy posed by 
the situation in or in relation to Cote 
d’Ivoire. 

The order blocks the property and inter-
ests in property in the United States, or 
in the possession or control of United 
States persons, of the persons listed in the 
Annex to the order, as well as of any person 
determined by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, after consultation with the Secretary 
of State, 

• to constitute a threat to the peace and 
national reconciliation process in Cote 
d’Ivoire, such as by blocking the im-
plementation of the Linas-Marcoussis, 
Accra III, and Pretoria Agreements; 

• to be responsible for serious violations 
of international law in Cote d’Ivoire; 

• to have directly or indirectly supplied, 
sold or transferred to Cote d’Ivoire 
arms or any related materiel or any 
assistance, advice, or training related 
to military activities; or 

• to have publicly incited violence and 
hatred contributing to the conflict in 
Cote d’Ivoire. 

The designation criteria will be applied 
in accordance with applicable domestic law, 
including where appropriate, the First 
Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion. The order also authorizes the Sec-

retary of the Treasury, after consultation 
with the Secretary of State, to designate 
for blocking any person determined to have 
materially assisted, sponsored, or provided 
financial, material, or technological support 
for, or goods or services in support of, the 
activities listed above or any person listed 
in or designated pursuant to the order. I 
further authorized the Secretary of the 
Treasury, after consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, to designate for blocking 
any person determined to be owned or con-
trolled by, or acting or purporting to act 
for or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, 
any person listed in or designated pursuant 
to the order. The Secretary of the Treasury, 
after consultation with the Secretary of 
State, is also authorized to remove any per-
sons from the Annex to the order as cir-
cumstances warrant. 

I delegated to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, after consultation with the Secretary 
of State, the authority to take such actions, 
including the promulgation of rules and 
regulations, and to employ all powers grant-
ed to the President by the IEEPA and the 
United Nations Participation Act, as may 
be necessary to carry out the purposes of 
the order. All executive agencies are di-
rected to take all appropriate measures 
within their authority to carry out the provi-
sions of the order. 

The order, a copy of which is enclosed, 
became effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern 
standard time on February 8, 2006. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
February 8, 2006. 

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. 
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Remarks to the National Guard Association of the United States 
February 9, 2006 

Please be seated. Thanks for that warm 
welcome. I’m delighted to be here with 
the men and women of the National Guard 
Association of the United States. For 128 
years, the National Guard Association has 
been fighting for the citizen soldiers who 
fight for America. I appreciate your service, 
and I appreciate you supporting those that 
America depends on in times of crisis. Our 
Nation is safer because citizens are willing 
to put on the uniform and defend our free-
dom. 

The first thing I want to tell you is 
America is grateful for the service of our 
guards men and women, and I’m proud 
to be their Commander in Chief. 

I thank Brigadier General Bob Taylor for 
his service and for his introduction. I ap-
preciate Congressman Jim Gibbons, who is 
with us today, from the great State of Ne-
vada. Thanks for coming, Congressman. I’m 
proud you’re here. Thanks for supporting 
the Guard. 

I thank Brigadier General Steve Koper, 
retired president of the National Guard As-
sociation of the United States. General, 
thank you for greeting me. I’m proud to 
be here with Major General Roger 
Lempke, the president of the Adjutants 
General Association. I thank my friend 
Lieutenant General Danny James. One of 
the interesting things about my life, I’ve 
been the Commander in Chief twice: today 
and when I was the Governor of Texas. 
And Danny and I worked together for the 
good of our State. Thanks for coming, 
Danny; glad to see you brought your beau-
tiful wife too. 

I want to thank Lewis King; he’s the 
Chief Warrant Officer, retired. He helped 
raise the money for this box, and I appre-
ciate it very much, Lewis, and all those 
who contributed to it. I want to thank 
Charles Parks, the sculptor. Charles caught 
me before my hair went gray. [Laughter] 

I also want to thank Lanny McNeely for 
joining us today; he’s the head of the 147th 
Wing Guard at Ellington, where I used to 
serve. And I appreciate you coming, Colo-
nel. Thanks for being here. Thanks for 
greeting me when I arrived there, on Air 
Force One there at Ellington—checking on 
my mother and father on a regular basis. 
I also want to thank Chuck Rodriguez, 
who’s the TAG of Texas. When you’re a 
Texan, you always got to make sure you 
pay attention to your fellow Texans. 

And thank you all for having me. I want 
to share with you some thoughts about the 
war on terror. Before I do, I want to re-
mind our country that the Guard has been 
fighting for America since before America 
was a nation. From the First Muster in 
1636 to today’s global war on terror, Ameri-
cans have counted on the Guard to protect 
our land and defend our way of life. The 
role of the Guard in our military is unique. 
It’s the only part of the Armed Forces that 
serves both the State and the Nation. And 
in the past year, Americans have witnessed 
the courage of our guards men and women 
at home and abroad. 

When Hurricane Katrina struck the gulf 
coast last year, more than 40,000 guards 
men and women rushed to the impact 
zone; it was the largest stateside deploy-
ment in National Guard history. They con-
ducted search and rescue operations, dis-
tributed food and water, provided emer-
gency medical care, protected communities 
from criminality, and worked around the 
clock to repair homes and restore power. 
Guard units from all 50 States, three U.S. 
territories, and the District of Columbia 
provided assistance. And together, they 
saved lives and helped evacuate over 
175,000 people stranded by the storm. 

When the Pennsylvania National Guard 
came to repair the roof of a Louisiana 
woman, she said this to the soldiers: ‘‘That’s 
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