
357 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Feb. 25 

matter is, what matters is results. And Paki-
stan’s economy is strong, and that’s good 
news. That’s really good news for the peo-
ple of Pakistan. First and foremost, be-
cause, obviously, if people can make a liv-
ing and do well, they can see the benefits 
of democracy—tangible benefits of living in 
a system where people are free to express 
themselves, but where the marketplace is 
the economic determinant. 

War on Terror 
Q. Coming to another subject, what strat-

egy the United States has adopted for con-
quering terrorism in Pakistan, in a very ho-
listic manner? 

The President. First of all, freedom de-
feats an ideology of hatred. And the 
enemy—I say ‘‘the enemy’’ because they’ll 
kill—they—innocent Pakistanis; they kill in-
nocent Americans. We need—more Mus-
lims have died at the hands of Al Qaida 
and these extremists than anybody else. 
These—I don’t view these people as reli-
gious people. I view them as people who 
have taken a great religion and kind of 
twisted it to meet their means. 

And so they have a vision. And it’s not 
a vision—it’s a vision that doesn’t recognize 
the freedom of people to worship. It’s a 
vision that doesn’t understand the—that 
recognize the importance of women in soci-

ety or free speech. And so the way to de-
feat that vision is with a better vision, more 
hopeful, and democracy provides that vi-
sion. 

We are in close coordination, of course, 
with the Government of Pakistan. We share 
a mutual interest. Nobody should want for-
eign fighters in their soil wreaking havoc. 
And it’s hard for a part of a country to 
develop if there are people in that part 
of the country that are willing to kill inno-
cent life to achieve an objective. And so 
we share short-term objectives with the 
Pakistani Government. We also share the 
long-term objective, and that is—that’s 
freedom. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
The President. I’m looking forward to the 

trip. And I really appreciate you coming. 
Q. Thank you very much. I’m grateful 

and honored. 
The President. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at approxi-
mately 11:20 a.m. in the Map Room at the 
White House for later broadcast, and it was 
embargoed by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary until 9 p.m. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to President Pervez Musharraf 
of Pakistan; and Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh of India. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of this interview. 

The President’s Radio Address 
February 25, 2006 

Good morning. On Sunday and Monday, 
I will meet with America’s Governors dur-
ing their annual gathering in Washington, 
DC. As a former Governor, I appreciate 
the work of these fine public servants. I 
look forward to talking with them about 
the challenges and opportunities facing 
their States and our Nation and discussing 
how leaders of both parties can work to-
gether to solve problems for our citizens. 

One of the most important issues we will 
discuss is how to improve health care for 
the American people, and we have a good 
example in the Medicare system that pro-
vides health care coverage for our seniors. 
When I took office, I found a Medicare 
system that would pay tens of thousands 
of dollars for a surgery but not the money 
for the prescription drugs that could have 
prevented the surgery in the first place. 
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So working with Congress, we passed crit-
ical legislation that modernizes Medicare, 
provides seniors with more choices, and 
gives them better access to prescription 
drugs. 

More than 25 million people with Medi-
care now have prescription drug coverage, 
and hundreds of thousands more are enroll-
ing each week. This new coverage is saving 
seniors money on their drug premiums. 
The typical senior will end up spending 
about half of what they used to spend on 
prescription drugs each year. 

Another issue I will discuss with Gov-
ernors is how to keep America the most 
innovative and competitive nation in the 
world. In my State of the Union Address, 
I announced the American Competitiveness 
Initiative. Under this initiative, we will dou-
ble the Federal commitment to the most 
critical basic research in the physical 
sciences over the next decade. We will also 
make the research and development tax 
credit permanent to encourage businesses 
and entrepreneurs to increase their invest-
ments in innovation. These investments will 
lead to new technologies that will offer a 
better life for our citizens and keep our 
economy strong. 

My Competitiveness Initiative will also 
give American children a firm grounding 
in math and science to prepare them for 
the jobs of the 21st century. I propose that 
we train 70,000 additional high school 
teachers over the next 5 years to lead Ad-
vanced Placement courses in math and 
science and bring in 30,000 math and 
science professionals to teach in classrooms 
and give extra help to students who strug-
gle with math. By ensuring that our chil-
dren are prepared to succeed in life, we 
will ensure that America’s economy suc-
ceeds in the world. 

When I meet the Governors, I will also 
talk about our energy strategy. I propose 
an Advanced Energy Initiative to take ad-
vantage of new technologies. Under this 
initiative, we will change how we power 
our homes and offices by investing in clean 

coal technology, solar and wind power, and 
clean, safe nuclear energy. And we will 
change how we power our cars and trucks 
by investing in hybrid vehicles, pollution- 
free cars that run on hydrogen, and alter-
native fuels like ethanol and biodiesel. By 
applying the talent and innovative spirit of 
our citizens, we will move beyond a petro-
leum-based economy, protect our environ-
ment, and make America less dependent 
on foreign sources of energy. 

I’ll also discuss with Governors our 
progress in the war on terror. The States 
are playing a vital role in the war effort 
through the contributions of their National 
Guard units. During the past 2 years, many 
Governors have traveled to Iraq or Afghani-
stan to visit with the men and women from 
their States who are serving in freedom’s 
cause. These Governors have seen firsthand 
the courage of our troops and their dedica-
tion to the mission. Last month, Arkansas 
Governor Mike Huckabee visited Iraq and 
Afghanistan with three of his fellow Gov-
ernors. He said, ‘‘People back home need 
to realize just how proud they should be 
of our men and women here. It is obvious 
these troops remain upbeat and focused on 
ridding the world of terrorists.’’ 

To improve health care, keep America 
competitive, achieve greater energy inde-
pendence, and protect our Nation, we must 
put aside politics and focus on what is best 
for the future of our country. America’s 
Governors are good allies in this effort, and 
I look forward to working with them in 
the year ahead. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. 
on February 24 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
February 25. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
February 24 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 
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Remarks at a Dinner for the Nation’s Governors 
February 26, 2006 

Good evening. Welcome to the White 
House. Laura and I are glad you’re here. 
We really look forward to this evening. It’s 
good to see some old friends, and I want 
to welcome two new Governors: Governor 
Corzine and Governor Tim Kaine. It hap-
pens to be his birthday. The first lady said 
he was tired of getting birthday songs, so 
we’ll skip it. [Laughter] 

We’ve also got some Governors here who 
will be here for the last time, some by 
choice, some by law. We thank you for 
your service. One of them happens to be 
Brother. Come on back, you know. But all 
of you who won’t be back here, thank you 
for serving your States and our country. 

I like being around Governors. Gov-
ernors know how to set agendas; Governors 
know how to rally people to convince the 
legislature to get results; Governors are re-
sults-oriented people. So I picked a few 
for my Cabinet, including two Mikes: Mike 
Leavitt and Mike Johanns. They’re doing 
great jobs. I appreciate the rest of my Cabi-
net being here, even though you aren’t 
Governors. [Laughter] You’re welcome to 
have a meal. [Laughter] 

Look forward to working with you to 
help shape the future of the country. You 
know, I told the people, we don’t need 
to fear the future because we intend to 
shape the future. And Governors play a 
big role in that. You got a big role in help-

ing to protect our country, and I want to 
thank you for understanding we’re still at 
war and that we need your solid support 
in defending our country. Our most impor-
tant duty is to protect the American people. 

Our economy is strong, and I mean to 
keep it that way, with good tax policy, both 
at the Federal and State level. We’ve got 
to make sure we’re less dependent on for-
eign sources of oil to keep our economy 
strong. We’ve got to make sure that our 
education system—make sure every child 
is educated, and with special emphasis on 
math and science. This country is a great 
country, and we’ve led the world, and we’ll 
continue to lead the world. And I look for-
ward to working with you on such an agen-
da. 

This is historic times, and I know you 
know that. And so I want to thank you 
for your service to our great Nation. I want 
to thank you for bringing dignity and honor 
to the offices you hold. And so now I’d 
like to offer a toast to the Governors of 
the United States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to Gov. Jon S. 
Corzine of New Jersey; Gov. Timothy M. 
Kaine of Virginia and his wife, Anne Holton; 
and Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida. 

Remarks to the National Governors Association Conference 
February 27, 2006 

Good morning. Thanks for coming. I en-
joyed it last night; I hope you did too. 
It was a lot of fun. And thank you all for 
giving me a chance to come by. What I 

thought I’d do is say a few things and then 
answer some questions, if you have any. 

We have got a chance to achieve some 
big things for the country, to lay the stage 
for peace and to keep America in the lead. 
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And these are goals that both Republicans 
and Democrats should share. You know, 
there’s a lot of politics here in Washington, 
so it’s—when you say, ‘‘Well, you know, 
it’s a Republican goal to make America 
competitive,’’ I just don’t agree with that. 
It should be a national goal. It’s a national 
goal to protect our people. And therefore, 
it requires a lot of collaboration throughout 
all aspects of government. And no better 
collaborators to implement good policy than 
our Governors. So thanks for giving me 
a chance to come and share some insights 
with you. 

First, one question that ought to be con-
fronting everybody is, how do we keep this 
economy of ours strong? A couple of nota-
ble exceptions, like our friends in Michigan 
and Ohio in particular, maybe Washington 
State, the overall economy is in great shape. 
People are working; productivity is up; peo-
ple own their homes; small businesses are 
flourishing. And the fundamental question 
is, what can we do together to keep it 
that way? Part of it is to be wise with 
taxpayers’ money. 

I congratulate the States that have done 
a good job of increasing their surpluses; 
it’s a good thing. I can remember a couple 
of years ago when we were a little worried 
about deficits at the State level. That’s 
changed. Surplus and tax policy—wise with 
people’s money—all go hand in hand in 
terms of making sure America remains 
competitive. I believe if you take money 
out of people’s pockets, it hurts economic 
vitality and growth. 

I know full well that in order for us 
to be competitive, two other things have 
to happen. One is, we’ve got to be less 
dependent on foreign sources of oil. Told 
the people, shocked them pretty much 
when I was standing up there as the guy 
from Texas saying, our dependency upon 
oil creates a problem. But I meant it. De-
pendency upon oil has created an economic 
problem for us. It challenges our economic 
security, because when demand for oil goes 
up relative to supply worldwide, it causes 

the price at the pump to go up. It’s like 
a hidden tax on our people when gasoline 
prices go up. Dependence on foreign 
sources of oil creates a national security 
problem. You hear parts of the world where 
there is disruption in oil supply as a result 
of local politics, for example; it affects the 
United States of America. 

I spend a lot of time worrying about 
disruption of energy because of politics or 
civil strife in other countries or because 
tyrants control the spigots. And it’s in our 
national interest that we become less de-
pendent on oil. And so we’ve laid out a 
strong initiative to encourage Congress to 
continue to spend research and develop-
ment money to enable us to power our 
automobiles through additional uses of eth-
anol, to expand E–85 beyond just the cur-
rent regional—the region where it’s 
being—where the corn is being grown, to 
be able to use other types of biomass to 
fuel our cars. We think we’re very close 
to that kind of breakthrough. Hybrid bat-
teries are going to make an enormous dif-
ference in our capacity to drive the first 
40 miles in urban centers without the use 
of any gasoline. Hydrogen automobiles 
eventually are going to make a huge dif-
ference in enabling us to become less de-
pendent on foreign sources of oil. 

We’ve got to expand solar power. I went 
to a facility there in Michigan to see a 
fantastic company called United Solar. I 
don’t mean to be pushing them, but never-
theless, they’re making a great product. I 
remember going out to Colorado to the 
facility out there, the research facility on 
alternative uses of energy. We’ve got fan-
tastic chances to advance this really impor-
tant agenda, and we look forward to work-
ing with you to do so. It’s one of these 
issues where when we continue to make 
these technological breakthroughs, we’ll 
leave behind a better tomorrow for our 
children and grandchildren. 

The other issue that I know we can work 
together and must work together is to make 
sure our children are not only educated 
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* White House correction. 

in reading and writing but also in math 
and science. America must be competitive 
in the out years. We’ve got to have our— 
we’ve got to be educating the future physi-
cists and engineers. And we look forward 
to working with you to help make math 
and science in our classrooms more of a 
reality. 

As well, we’re planning on doubling the 
amount of Federal research dollars for 
basic sciences. And recognizing that most 
of the research in the United States is done 
at the corporate level, to make the research 
and development tax credit a permanent 
part of the Tax Code. It’s really hard to 
get our companies to invest in research and 
development if there’s uncertainty in the 
Tax Code and Congress allows the R&D 
tax credit to lapse, and when it lapses, plan-
ners say, ‘‘Well, I’m not sure it’s going to 
be around, so why do we want to make 
investment?’’ So making the R&D tax code 
[credit] * a permanent part of our Tax Code 
will help spur continued research and tech-
nology. Technology is going to help us stay 
competitive; it’ll help us be the most pro-
ductive society in the world, which means 
our people’s standard of living is going to 
go up. 

So here are some things we can work 
on to get rid of all of the, kind of, needless 
politics that tends to be dominating the 
landscape these days and focus on things 
that will help this country remain the lead-
er in the world when it comes to the econ-
omy. 

I also want to thank those of you who 
have set up faith-based offices. I’m sincere 
about working with State and local govern-
ments to rally the great armies of compas-
sion. And I know that some 32 States have 
set up faith-based offices, and I appreciate 
you doing that. It’s really an important part 
of making sure our social agenda is com-
prehensive and complete. 

I wish I could report to you that the 
war on terror is over. It’s not. An enemy 

still lurks. They’re dangerous people, and 
it requires a comprehensive strategy to de-
feat, and part of it, of course, is making 
sure our homeland is secure. If you have 
any questions on the NSA decision, I’ll be 
glad to give it to you—be glad to answer 
them. 

The other part of the offense—of the 
strategy is to stay on the offense, is to keep 
them on the run. And to this end, I want 
to thank you for supporting our Guard 
troops. Many of you have been overseas 
and have seen our Guard troops in action. 
And I can’t thank you enough for not only 
supporting the troops in harm’s way but 
providing great comfort to their families as 
well. 

Ultimately, the defeat of the terrorists 
is not only defeat them overseas so we 
don’t have to face them here at home, but, 
as well, it’s to spread liberty and freedom. 
And the freedom agenda is a powerful part 
of our country’s desire to lay the foundation 
for peace. And it’s making a difference. It’s 
making a difference. I know one of the 
debates about the freedom agenda is, 
‘‘Well, elections cause certain things to hap-
pen that you may not want to happen.’’ 
No, elections are only the beginning of the 
process; they’re not the end. Elections, plus 
a focused foreign policy effort that helps 
build the institutions of democracy, is what 
is going to be necessary to ultimately defeat 
the hateful ideology of those who would 
do our country harm. 

It’s an interesting debate that’s going to 
take place here in Washington, or is taking 
place in Washington: Do elections cause 
radicalism or empower radicals? My answer 
is, the status quo empowered radicals. This 
notion that somehow the Middle East was 
a safe place for the last 30 years, because 
we didn’t see, kind of, the turmoil that 
happens with elections, meant we were 
safe, I just totally disagree with that, kind 
of the—beneath the surface that appeared 
placid, the policymakers, was resentment 
and hatred and planning and plotting, all 
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of which came home on September the 
11th. 

And I believe this country has got to 
be aggressive in our pursuit of democracy 
and liberty, based upon our firm belief that 
there are such things as the natural rights 
of men and women. After all, that’s what 
caused our founding, that there is uni-
versality to liberty. And we shouldn’t be 
surprised when 11 million Iraqis go to the 
polls and demand freedom in the face of 
unbelievable terrorist attacks. That 

shouldn’t surprise America. We ought to 
say, we recognize that spirit. And it is that 
spirit that’s ultimately going to be able to 
say, we’ve kept the peace for our children 
and grandchildren. 

And so we can work together on these 
important issues, and I thank you for giving 
me a chance for me to come by and visit 
with you about them. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 

Remarks at a Republican Governors Association Reception 
February 27, 2006 

The President. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. Be seated, unless you don’t have a 
seat. [Laughter] 

Mitt, thank you for that wonderful intro-
duction. That columnist is pretty much 
alone in your State of Massachusetts— 
[laughter]—but I appreciate it. Appreciate 
your leadership of the RGA. I want to 
thank Sonny. I call him ‘‘Big Buddy 
Perdue.’’ [Laughter] He is a big buddy. 
And I want to thank Matt Blunt as well 
and Melanie and Ann Romney. Thank you 
all very much for taking a strong leadership 
role. 

One of the things you find out about 
successful Governors is they marry well. 
Same thing happens for Presidents. [Laugh-
ter] And I am married really well. 

I want to thank you all for supporting 
people who know how to get things done. 
You know, in our line of work, there’s a 
lot of talkers, sometimes there’s not many 
doers; a lot of people who have got opin-
ions, but oftentimes people can’t roll up 
their sleeves and achieve agendas. And the 
folks you’re supporting here today are peo-
ple who know how to set agendas, make 
decisions based upon principle, and get 
things done on behalf of our country by 
running their State. Thank you for sup-

porting them, and thank the Governors for 
being such strong leaders. 

I enjoy working with the Governors. I 
know how these folks think. And they know 
what I know, that we are a nation at war. 
They are the commanders in chief of their 
respective National Guard units, many of 
which have been deployed overseas. And 
I want to thank our Governors and the 
first ladies for understanding the task ahead 
for our country, for supporting those who 
wear the uniform, and for reaching out to 
the families who worry about their loved 
ones. Our Governors, these Governors are 
on the frontline in the war against terror, 
and I thank you for your steadfast support. 

They, like me, will never forget the les-
sons of September the 11th. Our Nation 
must never forget the lessons of September 
the 11th, for the greatest duty of our re-
spective governments—Federal Govern-
ment and State government—is to protect 
the American people. The security of our 
citizens is of paramount importance to my 
administration, to many in the Congress, 
as well as our Governors. 

The way to win the war on terror is 
to stay on the offense, is to defeat the 
killers overseas so we do not have to face 
them here in America, is to be relentless 
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in our pursuit, never give in, never give 
up, and keep the enemy on the run, which 
is precisely what we’re doing. 

In order to win the war on terror, it 
is really important for the President to 
speak clearly, and when he says something, 
means what he says. And so when I said 
to the world, if you harbor a terrorist, 
you’re equally as guilty as the terrorist, I 
meant what I said, and the Taliban found 
out exactly that the United States of Amer-
ica keeps its word. And today, because we 
upheld that doctrine, America is a safer 
place. Al Qaida no longer has a safe haven 
in which to plan and plot an attack, and 
25 million people are enjoying the fruits 
of liberty. 

A lesson of September the 11th is that 
when we see a threat, we must take the 
threat seriously. When a lot of us were 
growing up, oceans—we felt oceans could 
protect us from harm; that if we saw a 
threat overseas, we could deal with it if 
we wanted to or not, because we were safe. 
September the 11th changed that forever. 
September the 11th taught us that when 
we see threats brewing or materializing, we 
must take them seriously. I saw a threat, 
the world saw a threat, people of both po-
litical parties in the United States Congress 
saw a threat, and that was Saddam Hussein. 
The world is better off without Saddam 
Hussein in power. 

Many of our Governors have been to 
Iraq, and I thank them for supporting our 
troops in harm’s way. We’ve got a strategy 
for victory in Iraq. Our strategy—our goal 
is to make sure that Iraq can govern itself 
and sustain itself and defend itself, will be-
come an ally in the war on terror and not 
be a safe haven for Al Qaida, which wants 
to plan and plot and use the oil wealth 
to strike America again. 

Our strategy is threefold. One, we’ll help 
rebuild that country so people see the fruits 
of democracy. Two, we’ll encourage a polit-
ical system that will take into account the 
voices of the people. You saw what I saw; 
11 million Iraqis made their voices abun-

dantly clear: ‘‘We want to be free’’—in the 
face of terror. They decided to vote in 
overwhelming numbers. 

The leaders of Iraq rejected this notion 
that a suicider and a thug and a terrorist 
can create civil war. They’re interested in 
a unified government that will allow the 
people to express their will, a unified gov-
ernment that will give young mothers and 
fathers the hope that their children can 
grow up in a peaceful society. 

The third part of our strategy is to train 
the Iraqis so they can take the fight to 
the enemy, and that’s exactly what’s hap-
pening. The Iraqis are standing up, and 
as they do, we will stand down. I know 
many of you are concerned about the troop 
levels. I know our Governors are worried 
about the troop levels in Iraq. Here’s my 
response: I will determine the troop levels 
in Iraq, one, necessary to achieve victory, 
based upon the recommendations of our 
commanders, not based upon politics in 
Washington, DC. 

Ours is an enemy that has no conscience, 
but they do have a philosophy. They’re to-
talitarian in nature. They’re fascist in their 
tactics. They will spare no life in order 
to achieve their objective. Their aims are 
clear. They believe the United States is 
weak and flaccid; it’s only a matter of time 
before we withdraw and create vacuums 
into which their awful ideology can flow 
and in which they can achieve their objec-
tives. They do not understand the United 
States of America. We will not flinch in 
the face of their terror. We will not let 
thugs and assassins determine the foreign 
policy of the United States. We will stay 
in the fight, and we will the fight for the 
security of the United States of America. 

In the long run, the way to defeat an 
ideology of darkness is with an ideology 
of hope and light. And that ideology is 
based upon liberty, the fundamental rights 
of men and women to live in a free society. 
I believe—I believe that deep within 
everybody’s soul is the desire to be free. 
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So I wasn’t surprised when 11 million peo-
ple voted. I wasn’t surprised when the Af-
ghans fought off the terrorists. I’m not sur-
prised when people take to streets in Leb-
anon demanding their freedom. Freedom 
is on the march. And by having freedom 
on the march, we’re laying the foundation 
of peace for generations to come. 

It’s not easy work. It’s hard work. But 
this nation has done that kind of work be-
fore. I want to remind you that after World 
War II, America didn’t abandon the world; 
we helped our enemies rebuild to become 
democracies. World War II and World War 
I cost our country dearly in the number 
of lives lost. But today, because we stuck 
with the principle that liberty is universal 
and democracies yield the peace, Europe 
is whole, free, and at peace. 

And in Japan—you know, my dad went; 
many of your relatives have fought the Jap-
anese. They were the sworn enemy of the 
United States of America. And yet today, 
some 60 years after World War II ended, 
I can sit down at the table with one of 
my close friends in the international arena, 
the Prime Minister of Japan, talking about 
keeping the peace. And what happened? 
Japan took on a Japanese-style democracy, 
and democracies and liberty convert en-
emies into allies. In order to lay the foun-
dation of peace for generations to come, 
this country of ours must never forget the 
lessons of history and be confident in the 
universal values that can change the world 
to be a peaceful world. 

And my fellow Governors understand 
that, and I appreciate your courage, and 
I appreciate your strong support. And I 
appreciate your steadfast will in the face 
of the enemy. 

And here at home, we’ve got a strong 
agenda as well. Mitt was right; this econ-
omy of ours has overcome a lot. It’s over-
come recession and war and terrorist at-
tacks and corporate scandals and hurricanes 
and high energy prices. Yet we’re strong, 
and we’re getting stronger. And one of the 
reasons why is, we understand that when 

you let people keep more of their own 
money, they will save and spend and invest 
and cause this economy to get going. Our 
economy grew at 31⁄2 percent last year. Un-
employment is 4.7 percent. We’ve added 
4.7 million new jobs since August of 2003. 
Productivity is on the rise. Homeownership 
is at an alltime high. More minorities own 
a home today than ever before in our Na-
tion’s history. 

And yet these are times of uncertainty. 
There’s competition in the global economy. 
People are changing jobs quite often. 
There’s kind of an unsettling feeling here 
in the United States of America. And the 
fundamental question is, what do we do 
as we head into the future? Some say, let 
us retreat; let’s isolate ourselves from the 
world—or let’s protect ourselves with artifi-
cial walls. That’s not the attitude of me 
or our Governors. We’re confident about 
the future because we intend to shape the 
future and keep the United States of Amer-
ica as the leading economy in the world. 

To keep this economy growing, we’ve got 
to keep progrowth economic policies in 
place, not only at the Federal level but 
at the State level. You know, there’s a lot 
of talk here in Washington about the def-
icit. I’m concerned about the deficit too. 
But don’t fall prey to those who say, all 
you’ve got to do is raise the taxes and bal-
ance the budget—that’s not how Wash-
ington works. Here’s the way Washington 
works: They’re going to run up your taxes, 
and they’re going to figure out new ways 
to spend the money. The best way to deal 
with the deficit is keep taxes low. Congress 
needs to make the tax relief permanent. 

On the one hand, you have progrowth 
economic policies that create economic 
wealth and generate new revenues for the 
Treasury. On the other hand, we’ve got to 
be wise about how we spend your money. 
I’m looking forward to working with Con-
gress on yet another lean budget that fo-
cuses on priority, a budget that doesn’t try 
to be all things to all people, a budget 
that recognizes we can cut our deficit in 

15 2010 13:51 Jun 03, 2010 Jkt 211656 PO 00000 Frm 00364 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\211656.009 211656



365 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Feb. 27 

half by 2009 if we’re fiscally sound with 
your money. And the Governors understand 
fiscal sanity. And I appreciate the surpluses 
you have. Don’t be calling on us for any 
more money. [Laughter] 

To keep this economy strong, we’ve got 
to make sure we have a flexible economy. 
And to make this economy stay the most 
competitive economy in the world, we’ve 
got to be smart about legal policy. We’ve 
got too many lawsuits in the United States 
of America, junk lawsuits that are driving 
capital away from job creation. We strongly 
believe in legal reform in order to make 
sure this economy remains the best econ-
omy in the world. I thank our Governors 
for tort reform. 

We’ve got a problem: We’re hooked on 
oil. I know that might surprise some of 
you to hear a Texan say that, but if we 
want to be the leading economy in the 
world, we have got to spend money on 
research and development to get us off of 
oil. Oil creates an economic problem for 
us. Because of rising demand in places like 
China and India relative to the supply of 
oil, we’re finding it causes your price of 
gasoline to go up at the pump. That hurts 
our economy. Dependency upon oil also 
creates a national security issue. 

Let me put it bluntly: Sometimes we rely 
upon oil from people that don’t like us. 
And therefore, in order to make sure we’re 
not only competitive but to make sure 
we’re nationally secure, we have got to fig-
ure out new ways to power our auto-
mobiles, ways like ethanol and plug-in hy-
brid battery vehicles. And to make sure 
that we’re less dependent on oil, we’ve got 
to have clean coal technology, nuclear 
power, as well as solar and wind power. 
This administration looks forward to work-
ing with the Governors to get us unhooked 
from foreign sources of energy. 

Man, I’ve got a lot to say tonight, except 
Laura said, ‘‘Keep it short.’’ [Laughter] I’m 
a wise man; I always listen to my wife. 
[Laughter] 

But I do want to share another concern 
of mine, and that is, unless our children 
have got—are well-grounded in math and 
science, the jobs of the 21st century are 
going to go elsewhere. And our Governors 
understand that. Our Governors also under-
stand that it’s important for the Federal 
Government, as well as private companies, 
to invest in research and development so 
that we’re always on the leading edge of 
technological change. And so I’m proposing 
to Congress that we double the Federal 
funding for basic research in the physical 
sciences. And I’m saying to Congress as 
clearly as I can, let’s make the research 
and development tax credit a permanent 
part of the Tax Code so our corporations 
can accurately plan for investment that is 
necessary to make sure America is the most 
competitive nation in the world. 

Finally, I look forward to working with 
our Governors to make sure the No Child 
Left Behind Act is fully implemented. The 
No Child Left Behind Act says, first of 
all, these guys know what to do when it 
comes to running the schools. We believe 
in local control of schools. But it does say, 
in return for Federal money, we expect 
there to be high standards and measure-
ment to make sure every child learns how 
to read and write and add and subtract. 
And if we find a child who cannot read 
and write early on, we’ll correct those prob-
lems early, before it’s too late. We strongly 
believe every child in America should learn, 
and we expect every single school to teach. 

And I look forward to working with our 
Governors to apply that same rigor of ac-
countability, particularly in our junior high 
grades, for math and science. Because we 
believe and we know that not only can 
every child learn, but that when we ground 
our students in the skills necessary to be 
good engineers and good physicists and 
good chemists and good scientists, the 
United States of America will continue to 
be the preeminent economy in the world 
in the 21st century. 
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So ours is an agenda that is optimistic 
and hopeful. We believe in America. We 
believe in the ingenuity of the American 
people. We understand the power of this 
country lies in our people, not in our halls 
of Government. And we also understand 
the true strength of America lies in the 
hearts and souls of our citizens. And so 
I want to thank our Governors for setting 
up faith-based and community-based offices 
to help rally the vast numbers in the armies 
of compassion that help heal broken hearts, 
that surround people with love who are 
lonely. 

See, we recognize that Government is 
not an agent of love; Government is law 
and justice. Government can hand out 
money, but it cannot put hope in a person’s 
heart or sense of purpose in a person’s 
life. That’s done when a kind, decent soul 
who has heard the universal call to love 
a neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourself opens his or her arms and helps 
mentor a child, helps somebody to read, 
helps somebody find food if they’re hungry 

and shelter if they’re homeless. Our Gov-
ernors are on the forefront of a conserv-
ative and compassionate agenda, and I’m 
proud to stand with you. 

So I’ve come to thank our Governors. 
And I’ve come to thank you all for helping 
our Governors. These are good, decent, 
honorable men and women who deserve 
your support, and you’ve given it. So thanks 
for doing it. I’m looking forward to working 
with our Governors to make this country 
to continue to be the greatest land on the 
face of the Earth. I love my job. They 
love their jobs. And collectively, we love 
representing the people of the United 
States of America. Thanks for coming, and 
God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:48 p.m. at 
the National Building Museum. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. Mitt Romney of 
Massachusetts and his wife, Ann; Gov. Sonny 
Perdue of Georgia; Gov. Matt Blunt of Mis-
souri and his wife, Melanie; and Prime Min-
ister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Zimbabwe 
February 27, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent to the Federal 
Register for publication the enclosed notice 
stating that the national emergency block-
ing the property of persons undermining 
democratic processes or institutions in 
Zimbabwe is to continue in effect beyond 

March 6, 2006. The most recent notice 
continuing this emergency was published 
in the Federal Register on March 4, 2005 
(70 FR 10859). 

The crisis constituted by the actions and 
policies of certain members of the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe and other persons to 
undermine Zimbabwe’s democratic proc-
esses or institutions has not been resolved. 
These actions and policies pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the foreign policy of the United States. For 
these reasons, I have determined that it 
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is necessary to continue this national emer-
gency and to maintain in force the sanc-
tions to respond to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

February 27, 2006. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 28. 
The notice is listed in Appendix D at the 
end of this volume. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of 
Italy and an Exchange With Reporters 
February 28, 2006 

President Bush. We’ll have some opening 
statements. I will answer two questions 
from the U.S. side. The Prime Minister 
will answer two questions from the Italian 
side. 

I welcome my friend to the Oval Office. 
Every time I meet with the Prime Minister 
my spirits are raised because he is such 
a positive, optimistic person. The Prime 
Minister is a strong leader. He’s a man 
of his word. He has brought stability to 
the Italian Government. Obviously, it’s im-
portant for an American President to be 
able to work with somebody in a consistent 
manner, and I appreciate the stability that 
the Prime Minister has brought to our close 
ally and friend. 

We had a lot of discussion on important 
issues. We discussed the war on terror, and 
I thanked the Prime Minister for his strong 
leadership. We discussed the NATO role 
in Afghanistan. We discussed Iraq and the 
need for strong allies to continue to support 
the democracy movement there. I sought 
the Prime Minister’s opinions on Iran. It 
was a very constructive dialog. 

And finally, I want to thank the people 
of Italy for hosting the winter Olympics. 
You did a wonderful job. I know firsthand 
how good a job you did because my wife 
reported back. She loved her experience. 
And so congratulations to the Government 
and the people of Italy for hosting these 
magnificent games. And welcome. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President, for your words 
of appreciation which gave me a lot of sat-
isfaction. On my behalf, I have to say that 
coming here and meeting the leader of a 
friendly country is the reason for me to 
go along the path that we decided to fol-
low. It makes me firm in that. 

The consensus and agreements which we 
always have stems from the fact that we 
share the same values. We both believe 
the problem affecting the world—is to 
spread democracy, because only through 
democracy there can be freedom, and only 
through freedom can human beings give 
the best of themselves. 

Therefore, I think we can say that we’re 
lucky because the biggest democracy of the 
world has such a leader who sees problems 
affecting the world so clearly and proceeds 
and follows so firmly in this direction. 
President Bush and the American people 
have found a firm and sound ally in my 
Government. 

After 9/11, we both decided to carry out 
military operations in Afghanistan. And I 
think we both gave strong support in the 
reconstruction of Iraq and in the construc-
tion of democracy in that country. And we 
express our appreciation, and we’re very 
close to the American people because of 
the many—I want to reassure President 
Bush and his people that when an Amer-
ican soldier dies for the cause of democracy 
and freedom in that country, we feel that 
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and consider that as a loss for ourselves. 
But we will continue along this path be-
cause we are convinced, as President Bush 
has said, that only if all democratic states 
join together we can bring democracy and 
peace all over the world. 

President Bush. Welcome. Tom [Tom 
Raum, Associated Press]. 

Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, there was some more 

sectarian violence today in Iraq. There have 
been hundreds, maybe thousands, killed 
since the bombing of the mosque. Do you 
fear an all-out civil war? And will the 
events of Iraq of the last few days affect 
prospects for a U.S. drawdown? 

And to the Prime Minister, do you still 
want to withdraw Italian troops by the end 
of the year? 

President Bush. The United States 
strongly condemns the bombing of holy 
sites. We believe people should be allowed 
to worship freely. Obviously, there are 
some who are trying to sow the seeds of 
sectarian violence. They destroy in order 
to create chaos, and now the people of 
Iraq and their leaders must make a choice. 
The choice is chaos or unity. The choice 
is a free society or a society dictated by 
the—by evil people who will kill innocents. 

This weekend, I spoke to seven of the 
Iraqi leaders. They understood the serious-
ness of the moment. They have made their 
choice, which is to work toward a unity 
government. The Iraqi people made their 
choice. Last December, 11 million people, 
in defiance of the terrorists and the killers, 
went to the polls and said, we want to 
be free. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. We have an-
nounced a plan to progressively withdraw 
our troops, which should be completed— 
we have to be completed by the end of 
this year. And this plan has been agreed 
upon also together with our allies and with 
the Iraqi Government. Because this what 
is going to be possible—why this will be 
possible. 

President Bush. Yes. 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. Why is this 

going to be possible? Because we have, all 
together with our allies, trained the Iraqi 
troops and the Iraqi soldiers and the law 
enforcement so that the Iraqi Government 
itself will be able to guarantee the security 
of its people through their own forces. 

So as far as the Province which is under 
our control is concerned, we have 3,000 
soldiers there, troops which will be with-
drawn by the end of this year. But we 
have trained 10,000 law enforcement peo-
ple who can guarantee the respect of 
peace. 

Questions, Italian. 

Italy-U.S. Relations 

[At this point, the reporter spoke in Italian, 
and the question was translated by an in-
terpreter as follows.] 

Q. The first question is to President 
Bush. Should the center left win in Italy, 
since they have different views from Presi-
dent Berlusconi, will the relations between 
the United States and Italy continue to be 
as they are? Will they be proved worse? 

And then with a question to Prime Min-
ister Berlusconi—Prodi has just declared 
that President Bush has just organized for 
President—for Prime Minister Berlusconi a 
farewell party? 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. You have a 
possibility to answer, no comment. 

President Bush. That’s right, yes. [Laugh-
ter] No, look, it’s—obviously, there’s an 
election. There must be an election, so the 
question is about pure politics. I have— 
my relationship is not a political relation-
ship with this man; it’s a strategic relation-
ship. And this strategic relationship is im-
portant for both our peoples, and it’s im-
portant to help lay the foundations for 
peace. Okay? [Laughter] 

Caren [Caren Bohan, Reuters]. 

Dubai Ports World/Homeland Security 
Q. Mr. President, since you’re the final 

arbiter of the Dubai Ports deal, are you 
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still inclined to approve it? And do you 
stand by your veto threat? 

President Bush. My position hasn’t 
changed to my message to the Congress. 
And I appreciate the fact that the compa-
nies concerned have asked the Congress 
for a review of all the security implications. 

Let me just make something clear to the 
American people: If there was any doubt 
in my mind or people in my administra-
tion’s mind that our ports would be less 
secure and the American people endan-
gered, this deal wouldn’t go forward. And 
I can understand people’s consternation, 
because the first thing they heard was that 
a foreign company would be in charge of 
our port security, when in fact, the Coast 
Guard and Customs are in charge of our 
port security. Our duty is to protect Amer-
ica, and we will protect America. 

On the other hand, this company is buy-
ing a British company that manages the 
ports. And by the way, there are a lot of 
foreign companies managing U.S. ports. 
And so my question to the Members of 
Congress as they review this matter is, one, 
please look at the facts, and two, what kind 
of signal does it send throughout the world 
if it’s okay for a British company to manage 
the ports, but not a company that has been 
secure—been cleared for security purposes, 
from the Arab world? So I look forward 
to a good, consistent review. You don’t 
need to interpret. That’s a U.S. question. 

One at a time. 

Italy-U.S. Relations 

[The reporter spoke in Italian, and the 
question was translated by an interpreter 
as follows.] 

Q. Just a few minutes ago, President 
Bush praised stability. I would like to know 
from both of you what role did stability 

play in your personal relationship and in 
the relationship between the two countries? 

President Bush. Well, first of all, a per-
sonal relationship is based upon mutual 
trust. And I have found Silvio to be a per-
son of his word. Look, sometimes we don’t 
agree, but at least you know where he 
stands. He is—and that matters, by the 
way, for a person to keep his word. In 
politics, people always try to look the 
easy—find the easy path. I like somebody 
who makes up his mind based upon prin-
ciple. 

And obviously, there’s a practical reason 
why it’s important to have stability. Because 
if a government is changing every year, it 
requires a person in my position to con-
stantly have to reacquaint yourself. And 
that’s what I meant by stability. It’s much 
easier to make common policy when you’re 
dealing with a person from one year to 
the next. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. As far as I’m 
concerned, I can only add that we brought 
into politics the values which pertain to the 
world of work and business, and the world 
of sport. Because in politics, people chang-
ing frequently their minds and positions are 
considered to be professional. [Laughter] 
While on the contrary in the world of busi-
ness or the world of sports, a person who 
changes constantly his position and never 
keeps his promises is cornered or even set 
outside. 

President Bush. Thank you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:43 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. A re-
porter referred to Romano Prodi, candidate 
for Prime Minister of Italy. Prime Minister 
Berlusconi spoke partly in Italian, and those 
portions of his remarks were translated by 
an interpreter. 
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Remarks Following a Meeting With President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan 
and an Exchange With Reporters in Kabul, Afghanistan 
March 1, 2006 

President Karzai. Well, such a wonderful 
moment for us in Afghanistan today to have 
our great friend, our great supporter, a man 
that helped us liberate, a man that helped 
us rebuild, a man that helped us move to-
ward the future, President Bush, today with 
us in Afghanistan. 

I conveyed upon President Bush’s arrival 
to him that when the Afghan people come 
to know that you are here today—but when 
they see on the television that we did not 
provide you the kind of hospitality perhaps 
we want to provide you, I’ll be in serious 
trouble. [Laughter] But I’ll have a lot of 
explaining to do to the Afghan people. 

Mr. President, welcome to Afghanistan. 
We owe a great, great deal in this country’s 
rebuilding—peace, democracy, the strong 
steps toward the future—to your support, 
to your leadership, to the American people, 
and to the way you have given your hand 
to the Afghan people. 

I’m not going to go into the details of 
all that you’ve done for us—it’s from the 
defeat of terrorism, to peace in Afghanistan, 
to democracy, to reconstruction, to the suc-
cess of the whole process. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President, and welcome to Af-
ghanistan. 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you for having me. Laura and 
I are honored to be here. It’s such a thrill 
to come to a country which is dedicating 
itself to the dignity of every person that 
lives here. 

First of all, I want to thank you for the 
fantastic lunch we just had. I did get a 
taste of Afghanistan hospitality, and it’s 
good. I appreciate you introducing me to 
many of the leaders of your Government. 
I’m impressed by their dedication to mak-
ing sure the experience that you’re going 
through, experience of growing a democ-

racy that honors and respects all, is success-
ful. 

One of the messages I want to say to 
the people of Afghanistan is, it’s our coun-
try’s pleasure and honor to be involved with 
the future of this country. We like stories 
of young girls going to school for the first 
time so they can realize their potential. We 
appreciate a free press. We are enthralled 
when we see an entrepreneurial class grow 
up where people are able to work and real-
ize their dreams. We understand the im-
portance of having a well-trained military 
dedicated to the sovereignty of the country 
and to the peace of the people. And we’re 
impressed by the progress that your country 
is making, Mr. President. A lot of it has 
to do with your leadership. 

Today I not only had a good, long visit 
with my friend, the President, but we had 
a good visit with a lot of the folks who 
make this Government work. From here, 
I’ll go to cut a ribbon at our new Embassy. 
The Embassy should be a clear statement 
to the people of Afghanistan that we’re 
dedicated to helping. And then I’m going 
to go out to the base and thank some of 
our troops who are here to protect our 
country and, at the same time, help the 
people of Afghanistan protect themselves. 

One of the things I told Mr. President, 
told the members of your team and your 
Cabinet and the Government, is that peo-
ple all over the world are watching the 
experience here in Afghanistan. I hope the 
people of Afghanistan understand that as 
democracy takes hold, you’re inspiring oth-
ers. And that inspiration will cause others 
to demand their freedom. And as the world 
becomes more free, the world will become 
more peaceful. And so I come as a friend, 
an ally, and a person like you, dedicated 
to peace. Thank you for having me. 
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President Karzai. Well, I guess we take 
some questions, Mr. President? 

President Bush. Why don’t we take a 
couple. 

President Karzai. Two on each side? 
President Bush. Sure. 
President Karzai. All right. 
President Bush. We’ll start with the Af-

ghans. Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated 
Press], please—— 

President Karzai. He’s a guest. He’s a 
guest. 

President Bush. Guests first? You don’t 
know who he is. 

President Karzai. Please, go ahead. 
President Bush. He’s Terry by the way, 

AP. You might have seen him before. 
President Karzai. Yes, we’ve seen him 

before. 
President Bush. He asked you a very dif-

ficult question last time. 
President Karzai. He did? Well—— 
President Bush. Hopefully, he’ll tone it 

down some. 

Usama bin Laden 
Q. I’d like to ask you, Mr. President, 

there was a time when you talked about 
getting Usama bin Laden dead or alive. 
Why is he still on the loose 5 years later? 
And are you still confident that you’ll get 
him? 

President Bush. I am confident he will 
be brought to justice. What’s happening is, 
is that we got U.S. forces on the hunt for 
not only bin Laden but anybody who plots 
and plans with bin Laden. There are Af-
ghan forces on the hunt for not only bin 
Laden but those who plot and plan with 
him. We’ve got Pakistan forces on the hunt. 
And part of my message to President 
Musharraf is, is that it’s important that we 
bring these people to justice. He under-
stands that. After all, they’ve tried to kill 
him four times. So we’ve got a common 
alliance, all aimed at routing out people 
who are evildoers, people who have hi-
jacked a great religion and kill innocent 
people in the name of that religion. 

We’re making progress of dismantling Al 
Qaida. Slowly but surely we’re bringing the 
people to justice, and the world is better 
for it, as a result of our steady progress. 

You want to ask somebody? 
President Karzai. Yes. I’ll ask Reuters. 
Q. Yes, please. Thank you, sir—— 
President Bush. Oh, no, no—— 
President Karzai. There’s international 

Reuters; there’s Afghan Reuters. 
President Bush. He didn’t mean to. 

Sorry. 
Q. Mr. President, allow me to welcome 

you to Afghanistan first. 
President Bush. Thank you. 
Q. And I would like to ask you a couple 

of questions, if I may. 
President Bush. Sure. 

Afghanistan/Iran 
Q. Regarding the worsening situation in 

Afghanistan, the Afghan Government says 
that most of the violence emanates from 
Pakistan. Will you be discussing in any way 
the issue of violence in Afghanistan with 
Pakistani authorities? 

President Bush. Absolutely. 
Q. And my second question is regarding 

Iran’s nuclear program—— 
President Bush. Yes. 
Q. Iran states that its nuclear program 

is for peaceful purposes, but you seem to 
doubt them. There seems to be some sort 
of standoff. Do you not think that the 
standoff will affect the security of the re-
gion, and do you think there is a way out 
of this standoff? 

President Bush. Great. First, yes, I abso-
lutely will bring up the cross-border infiltra-
tions with President Musharraf. These infil-
trations are causing harm to friends, allies, 
and cause harm to U.S. troops. And that 
will be a topic of conversation. It’s an ongo-
ing topic of conversation. 

Secondly, Iran must not have a nuclear 
weapon. The most destabilizing thing that 
can happen in this region and in the world 
is for Iran to have a—develop a nuclear 
weapon. And so the world is speaking with 
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one voice to the Iranians that it’s okay for 
you to have a civilian power—nuclear 
power operation, but you shall not have 
the means, the knowledge, to develop a 
nuclear weapon. 

And so we’ve joined with Russia as part 
of a diplomatic effort to solve this problem 
that says, Russia will provide enriched ura-
nium to its civilian nuclear powerplant and 
will collect the uranium after it’s been used 
in the plant. 

I’ll repeat to you: The most destablizing 
thing that can happen is for Iran to have 
a nuclear weapon. And we will work with 
friends and allies to convince them not to. 

Steven [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

India 
Q. Sir, you’re going on to India from 

here. How close are you to sealing a nu-
clear agreement with India? And what does 
it mean for the trip if you don’t get one? 

President Bush. Our relationship with 
India is broader than our discussions about 
energy. Ours is a strategic relationship. It 
is a relationship that’s got strong ties be-
cause of economics and our military, our 
desire to help democracies such as Afghani-
stan. Our people are talking to the Indians 
today on the plane, and we’ll be doing so 
when we land in New Delhi about trying 
to come to an agreement on a civilian nu-
clear power agreement. 

But as I said in my speech in Wash-
ington, this is a difficult issue. It’s a difficult 
issue for the Indian Government; it’s a dif-
ficult issue for the American Government. 
And so we’ll continue to dialog and work, 
and hopefully, we can reach an agreement. 
If not, we’ll continue to work on it until 
we do. It’s in our interests and the interests 
of the United States. It’s in the interests 
of countries around the world that India 
develop a nuclear power industry because 
that will help alleviate demand for fossil 
fuels. And by alleviating demand for fossil 
fuels, it takes the price off of gasoline at 
the pump. And so the faster the Indian 
economy grows, the more fuel they de-

mand; the more fuel they demand, it af-
fects our gas prices; it affects your gas 
prices. 

So what we’re trying to do is have an 
international consortium that will enable 
countries to develop nuclear power indus-
tries in safe ways, ways that will prevent 
proliferation, and ways that will enable na-
tions to meet their energy needs without 
excessive consumption of fossil fuels. 

President Karzai. I will give a chance 
to the Afghan Television, for once. 

Afghanistan-U.S. Cooperation 

[The reporter spoke in Dari, and the re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.] 

Q. Your Excellency President Bush, most 
welcome to Afghanistan and wish you a 
pleasant stay. The question is by a reporter 
from Afghanistan National Radio and Tele-
vision. It has been 4 years since the pres-
ence of the international forces in Afghani-
stan. However, the security situation is in-
creasingly deteriorating. What will be your 
long-term security policy to Afghanistan? 
And the second part of the question is, 
how will the U.S. policy be affected in re-
gards to Afghanistan if Usama and Mullah 
Omar are captured? 

President Bush. It’s not a matter of if 
they’re captured or brought to justice; it’s 
when they’re brought to justice. The 
United States is here at the request of an 
Afghan Government elected by the people. 
We signed an agreement in the Oval Office 
in Washington, DC, with the duly elected 
President of your country, President Karzai. 
It’s an agreement that sets out a strategic 
relationship. It’s an important relationship 
for our country. It’s an important relation-
ship for Afghanistan. 

But it’s important for the people of Af-
ghanistan to recognize that we’re here by 
mutual consent. We want to be here. We 
want to be here to help Afghanistan grow 
its democracy and to defeat those who 
will—can’t stand the thought of freedom. 
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The President has talked to me a lot 
about this issue, assures me that the Gov-
ernment is sincere in its request that the 
United States and coalition help Afghani-
stan grow its democracy. Our commitment 
is firm. Our desire is to see this country 
flourish and set a great example not only 
in the neighborhood but around the world. 

See, I hope people of Afghanistan under-
stand the people of America have great— 
got great regard for human life and human 
dignity, that we care about the plight of 
people. We—when we saw the devastation 
in Pakistan, we were quick to respond with 
help because we care about people. When 
we heard 73,000 people lost their lives and 
2.5 million people were displaced from 
their homes, it broke our hearts. When we 
see HIV/AIDS ravishing an entire continent 
of Africa, we care. 

I’m going to repeat what I said before: 
We like stories, and expect stories, of young 
girls going to school in Afghanistan. It 
means a lot to the American people to hear 
the President say that. It means a lot for 
people to realize that there is an entrepre-
neurial class that’s beginning to grow. We 
believe in hope, which is the exact opposite 
of the ideology of the bin Ladens of the 
world and the Taliban. 

In our country, you can worship freely. 
You’re equally American if you’re a Chris-
tian, Muslim, Hindu, or Jew. You’re equally 
American if you don’t believe in an Al-
mighty. Under the Taliban and Usama bin 
Laden, there is no religious freedom. You 
have no chance to express yourself in the 
public square without being punished. 
There is no capacity to realize your full 
potential. And so we’re committed; we’re 
committed to universal values. We be-
lieve—we believe everybody desires to be 
free. And we know that history has taught 
us that free societies yield peace. And that’s 
what we want. We want peace for our chil-
dren, and we want peace for the Afghan 
children as well. 

President Karzai. Good. Wonderful. 
Great. Thank you very much. 

President Bush. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:52 p.m. at 
the Presidential Palace. In his remarks, he 
referred to Usama bin Laden, leader of the 
Al Qaida terrorist organization; and President 
Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. A reporter re-
ferred to Mullah Omar, head of the deposed 
Taliban regime in Afghanistan. 

Remarks at a Dedication Ceremony for the United States Embassy in 
Kabul 
March 1, 2006 

Thank you for the warm welcome. I 
thought I’d just drop in to cut a ribbon. 
[Laughter] Ambassador, Laura and I are 
honored to join you. And Mr. President, 
thank you for joining us. 

The President just hosted a great Afghan 
lunch. The hospitality of the Afghan people 
is well-known, and I enjoyed that hospi-
tality, Mr. President. Thank you. 

I appreciate the Secretary of State join-
ing me. I’m proud to call Condi Rice 

friend; America is proud to call her Sec-
retary of State. 

I appreciate Ron Neumann’s service. 
There’s nothing wrong with a son following 
in his father’s footsteps. [Laughter] When 
we rolled by the old Embassy, he told me 
that it was his dad that cut the ribbon 
as the Ambassador from the United States 
to Afghanistan. And here we are about to 
open a brand new Embassy with a proud 
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son and a great representative of our coun-
try, Ambassador Ron Neumann, cutting the 
ribbon. 

History sometimes spins an interesting 
tale, doesn’t it? And such a tale is being 
spun today of public service. I want to 
thank all of my fellow citizens for working 
so far away from home on an incredibly 
important mission. I want to thank the Em-
bassy personnel, as well as our United 
States military personnel, for being on the 
frontline of freedom’s march. I know it’s 
a hard job, away from your families—a long 
way from your families, having just flown 
17 hours to get here. But it’s a vital mis-
sion. It’s historic in its nature. This is the 
kind of mission that someday, the Secretary 
of State will be speaking to Foreign Service 
officers and relaying the stories and the 
tales and the toils of those who served in 
Afghanistan in 2006. And so I congratulate 
you on your hard work, and I thank you 
on behalf of a grateful nation. 

I also want to thank the Foreign Service 
nationals who are here as well, those citi-
zens of Afghanistan who are helping our 
folks to accomplish a big mission. I am 
struck by the story that our Embassy was 
kept open and guarded during the days of 
the Taliban. And when Afghanistan was lib-
erated, there were Afghan nationals here 
to turn over the keys to the Embassy. For 
those of you who are guarding our Em-
bassy, thank you. For those of you who 
carry on their legacy, I thank you as well. 
We welcome your help; we’re honored with 
your presence today. 

I’ve been honored to welcome Afghan 
citizens to Washington on a fairly regular 
basis. Laura and I have hosted brave men 
and women, who are dedicated to democ-
racy and freedom, in Washington. One 
thing they always ask me—they ask me 
with their words, and they ask me with 
their stares, as they look into my eyes— 
is the United States firmly committed to 
the future of Afghanistan? That’s what they 
want to know. My answer is, ‘‘Absolutely.’’ 
It’s in our Nation’s interest that Afghanistan 
develop into a democracy. It’s in the inter-
ests of the United States of America for 
there to be examples around the world of 
what is possible, that it’s possible to replace 
tyrants with a free society in which men 
and women are respected, in which young 
girls can go to school to realize their full 
potential, in which people are able to real-
ize their dreams. 

And so my message to the people of 
Afghanistan is, take a look at this building. 
It’s a big, solid, permanent structure, which 
should represent the commitment of the 
United States of America to your liberty. 
I firmly believe the work that we’re doing 
together is laying the foundation of peace 
for generations to come. And I want to 
thank you for sharing that mission. 

May God bless America and you and 
your families, and may God’s blessings rain 
on the good people of Afghanistan. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:31 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to President Hamid 
Karzai of Afghanistan. 

Remarks to United States and Coalition Troops at Bagram Air Base, 
Afghanistan 
March 1, 2006 

Thanks for having us. Laura and I are 
honored to be here in Afghanistan with 
you. It’s a real pleasure to be with our 
country’s finest citizens. I want to thank 

General Eikenberry and General Freakley 
and all those who are taking responsibility 
to make sure we complete our mission. 
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I particularly want to thank the members 
of the United States Army and Marines 
and Air Force and Navy who are here. 
Laura and I thank the civilian contractors 
who are here. I—really pleased to be with 
the 10th Mountain Division—‘‘Climb to 
Glory.’’ 

I know it’s not easy to be away from 
home, but I want you to understand that 
you’re on the frontier of freedom, that 
you’re involved with doing two important 
things. One is finding an enemy and bring-
ing them to justice so they don’t hurt our 
fellow citizens again. That mission requires 
steadfast determination. The enemy cannot 
defeat us militarily. The only thing they 
can do is to kill innocent lives and try to 
shake our will. But they don’t understand 
the United States of America. We will 
never be intimidated by thugs and assassins. 
We will defeat the enemy and win the war 
on terror. 

And the other thing you’re doing is to 
help this new democracy not only survive 
but to flourish. Laura and myself and Sec-
retary Condi Rice, who is with us here— 
step on over here. We just met with Presi-
dent Karzai. And my message to the people 
of Afghanistan is—was the following: One, 
it takes courage to get rid of a tyrant or 
tyrannical governments and to recognize 
that the future belongs to democracy. 
That’s not easy work. It’s hard to recognize 
that people ought to be allowed to worship 
freely and speak their minds freely after 
living under the grips of a tyrant. 

Our other message was, is that the 
United States doesn’t cut and run. When 
we make a commitment, we keep our com-
mitments. It’s in our national interest that 
the work you’re doing here, the work of 
helping the Afghans develop a democracy— 
it’s in the interests of your children and 
your grandchildren. Because, you see, de-
mocracies yield the peace we all want. His-
tory has taught us democracies don’t war. 
You don’t run for office in a democracy 
and say, ‘‘Please vote for me; I promise 
you war.’’ [Laughter] You run for office 

in democracies and say, ‘‘Vote for me; I’ll 
represent your interests. Vote for me; I’ll 
help your young girls go to school or the 
health care you get improved.’’ 

Democracies yield peace, and that’s what 
we want. What’s going to happen in Af-
ghanistan is, a neighborhood that has been 
desperate for light instead of darkness is 
going to see what’s possible when freedom 
arrives. What’s going to happen in Afghani-
stan, it’s going to send a signal, not only 
in the neighborhood but around the world, 
that freedom is the potential. The United 
States of America believes that freedom is 
universal. Freedom is not our gift to the 
world; freedom is the gift from an Almighty 
to every single person in this world. 

I’m proud of our United States military. 
Many of you volunteered for service after 
September the 11th, 2001. You saw that 
our Nation was attacked, and when the 
country called upon you, you said, ‘‘Let me 
serve. Let me join in the fight to defeat 
the terrorists so attacks like that will never 
occur on our soil again.’’ And that’s what 
you’re doing here in Afghanistan. You’re 
helping to change this part of the world— 
and change the world with your courage 
and your sacrifice. I assure you that this 
Government of yours will not blink; we will 
not yield. We’re on the right course, and 
the world is going to be a better place 
because of your service. 

So we’re here to thank you. I want you 
to e-mail and call your friends and, more 
important, your families, and tell them the 
old Commander in Chief showed up for 
a little bit, with a message of appreciation 
not only for you but for your loved ones 
as well. I ask for God’s blessings on you 
and your mission, God’s blessings on our 
country. Thank you for letting us come by. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:37 p.m. at 
the Clam Shell. In his remarks, he referred 
to Lt. Gen. Karl W. Eikenberry, USA, com-
mander, Combined Forces Command Af-
ghanistan; Maj. Gen. Benjamin C. Freakley, 
USA, commander, 10th Mountain Division 
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and Combined Joint Task Force 76; and 
President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With American and Indian Business Leaders 
in New Delhi, India 
March 2, 2006 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of 
India. Mr. President, distinguished journal-
ists, ladies and gentlemen, I’ve already wel-
comed President George Bush and Mrs. 
Laura Bush on this, their first visit to India. 
I would now like to welcome the U.S. 
CEOs who have traveled to India for this 
historic meeting. 

The President and I have just concluded 
our official discussions, and I’m sure he 
shares my pleasure—[inaudible]—executive 
officers. The establishment of this group 
last year was an important initiative stated 
by the President—[inaudible]—in which 
the private sectors of our two countries 
could interact and build a roadmap for pro-
moting cooperation. I would like to thank 
the two cochairs, Mr. William Harrison and 
Mr. Ratan Tata, and their colleagues for 
the excellent work done in preparing the 
report which they will now present. 

I have been briefed on the main rec-
ommendations, and I am very happy to say 
that some of the recommendations are al-
ready reflected in the decisions which the 
President and I have issued today. I will 
have more to say on other recommenda-
tions a little later. 

I now invite President Bush to share his 
thoughts and initiate the discussion. You 
have the floor, sir. 

President Bush. Well, thank you, Mr. 
Prime Minister. I want to thank the CEOs 
for joining us from both India and the 
United States. Thank you all for coming. 

The Prime Minister and I have had some 
really constructive dialog, starting in Wash-
ington, DC, and then here in New Delhi. 

I would characterize our relationship as 
warm and results-oriented. Warm because 
he’s a humble man who cares deeply about 
the people of India, and he’s a good think-
er. He can see beyond the horizon, which 
is necessary. 

I say ‘‘results-oriented’’ because it’s one 
thing to shake hands and smile for the cam-
eras; it’s another thing to actually deliver 
results on behalf of our people. I am a 
firm believer that relations with India are 
important to the United States. It’s impor-
tant for the people of the United States; 
it’s important for people who want to work 
in the United States. And to the extent 
that we are able to achieve mutually bene-
ficial goals, to eliminate barriers, and to 
hear from people who are actually on the 
frontlines creating jobs, I think is useful 
for those of us in government. 

So I’m looking forward to this moment. 
One of the action steps that we agreed 
to take last July was to set up this forum. 
And, Mr. Prime Minister, it’s good to see 
things happening. It’s good to see results. 
And this is a result of an historic meeting, 
set of meetings. 

And so I want to thank you for your 
hospitality. Thank you all for coming. I’m 
looking forward to hearing what folks have 
to say. And once you say it, once we figure 
out the roadblocks for further development, 
you have my commitment that we will work 
to remove those roadblocks. 

Thanks for having me. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. in 
the Hyderabad House. Prime Minister Singh 
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referred to William B. Harrison, Jr., chair-
man of the board, JP Morgan Chase & Co.; 
and Ratan N. Tata, chairman, Tata Group. 

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of 
India and an Exchange With Reporters in New Delhi 
March 2, 2006 

Prime Minister Singh. Shall I start? 
President Bush. Please. 
Prime Minister Singh. Mr. President, la-

dies and gentlemen of the press: President 
Bush and I have completed very cordial 
and productive discussions this morning. 
We reviewed the status of our cooperation, 
including the agenda that was set on July 
18, 2005. The joint statement that will be 
shared with all of you today contains a 
number of announcements and initiatives 
that underline the significant progress in 
our relationship. 

Many of the areas that our cooperation 
now covers are essential to India’s national 
development. They include energy, agri-
culture, science and technology, trade and 
investment, high technology, health, and a 
clean environment. This is a highly ambi-
tious agenda, one that is befitting our grow-
ing strategic partnership. When imple-
mented, they will make a real difference 
to the lives of our people. 

The President and I had an opportunity 
to review the global situation in our talks. 
As you’re all aware, India and the United 
States are working together increasingly on 
global issues. This is not just good for our 
two countries but also benefits the inter-
national community, as we can complement 
each others’ capabilities and share respon-
sibilities. President Bush is admired for his 
strong position on terrorism. And I was par-
ticularly pleased that we agreed on the 
need to root out terrorism, of which India 
has been a major victim. 

I’m particularly pleased that we have 
reached an understanding on the imple-

mentation of our agreement on civil nuclear 
cooperation of July 18, 2005. I have con-
veyed to the President that India has final-
ized the identification of civilian facilities 
to which we had committed. I was also 
happy to hear from the President that he 
now intended to approach the U.S. Con-
gress to amend U.S. laws and the Nuclear 
Supplier Group to adjust its guideline. We 
will discuss with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency in regard to fashioning an 
appropriate India-specific safeguards agree-
ment. You will appreciate I cannot say 
more now, while our Parliament is in ses-
sion. 

Before concluding, I would like to ex-
press my warm appreciation for the per-
sonal interest shown and the leadership role 
that President Bush has played in the trans-
formation of our ties. I have met the Presi-
dent a number of times, and on each occa-
sion, I have admired his vision, his resolve, 
and his commitment to strengthening our 
bilateral relations. Our discussion today 
make me confident that there are no limits 
to the Indo-U.S. partnerships. 

May I invite you, Mr. President, now 
to make your remarks. 

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, 
thank you very much. It’s a joy to be here. 
Laura and I are really thankful for your 
hospitality, and I appreciate the lengthy and 
constructive dialog we just had on a wide 
range of issues. I particularly thank the 
CEOs from both the United States and 
India who have worked hard to help de-
velop a way forward to make sure our rela-
tionship is constructive and long-lasting. 
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India and America have built a strategic 
partnership based upon common values. 
Our two democracies respect religious plu-
ralism and the rule of law. We seek to 
foster economic development through trade 
and advancing the entrepreneurial spirit in 
both countries. 

We’re working as partners to make the 
world safer. India and America both suf-
fered from terrorist attacks on our home 
soil. Terrorists attacked New Delhi. We’re 
sharing information to protect each other. 
We have a common desire to enhance the 
security of our peoples. We’re cooperating 
on the military front. We worked as part-
ners in responding to the tsunami. I was 
struck, and so were the American people, 
that the Indian Air Force delivered Hurri-
cane Katrina aid to an Air Force base in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. And for that, Mr. 
Prime Minister, thank you. 

We are committed to promoting democ-
racy worldwide. We are leaders in the 
United Nations Democracy Fund, which 
provides grants to help young democracies 
develop civil institutions in a free society. 
I particularly want to thank the Indian peo-
ple and the Indian Government for sup-
porting the new democracy in the neigh-
borhood, and that being the democracy in 
Afghanistan, where you’ve pledged 565 mil-
lion in reconstruction aid, plus 50 million 
for the new National Assembly building. 

On Burma, we agree on the deplorable 
state of human rights in Burma, and all 
nations to seek the release of Aung San 
Suu Kyi. In Nepal, we agreed that the 
Maoists should abandon violence and that 
the King should reach out to the political 
parties to restore democratic institutions. In 
other words, our discussions are more than 
just friendly handshakes. We discuss impor-
tant international relations. We’re partners 
in peace. And that’s in the interests of our 
own people, as well as the interests of peo-
ple around the world. 

On trade and investment, ties are grow-
ing. We’re partners in expanding global 
trade. The United States is India’s largest 

trading partner, and India is one of the 
United States fastest growing export mar-
kets. That’s one of the reasons we met with 
the CEOs today, is to how to further trade 
and how to further commerce and how to 
further opportunities. 

And, oh, by the way, Mr. Prime Minister, 
the United States is looking forward to eat-
ing Indian mangos. Part of liberalizing 
trade is to open up markets. And as a result 
of your leadership and our hard work, we 
are opening up markets. Our Agricultural 
Knowledge Initiative is an important initia-
tive for both countries, where we’ll fund 
joint agricultural research projects. 

Prime Minister Singh and I established 
a trade policy forum to address bilateral 
trade issues. One of the areas we discussed 
today is how we can work together to make 
sure that the Doha negotiations end on a 
positive note. Trade is important. Trade is 
important for our peoples. Trade is impor-
tant to help nations develop ways forward, 
help nations overcome poverty. And I ap-
preciate your understanding of that, Mr. 
Prime Minister. I’m looking forward to 
working with you. 

As the Prime Minister mentioned, we 
concluded an historic agreement today on 
nuclear power. It’s not an easy job for the 
Prime Minister to achieve this agreement, 
I understand. It’s not easy for the American 
President to achieve this agreement. But 
it’s a necessary agreement. It’s one that will 
help both our peoples. 

Again, I applaud you for your courage 
and your leadership. I’m looking forward 
to working with our United States Congress 
to change decades of law that will enable 
us to move forward in this important initia-
tive. 

Also, we talked about the Advanced En-
ergy Initiative that I’m proposing in my 
own country. Listen, the whole purpose of 
the Advanced Energy Initiative is to end 
our dependence on oil, and as we develop 
technologies that will enable us to do so, 
we look forward to working with India so 
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we can achieve the same objectives. De-
pendency upon fossil fuels causes—particu-
larly during times of shortage—causes 
prices to rise in both our countries. And 
it’s in our interests that we share tech-
nologies to move away from the era of fos-
sil fuels. 

India and Pakistan have an historic op-
portunity to work toward lasting peace. 
Prime Minister Singh and President 
Musharraf have shown themselves to be 
leaders of courage and vision. And I en-
courage them to continue making progress 
on all issues, including Kashmir. 

India and America are partners in ad-
dressing other global issues like HIV/AIDS 
and pandemic flu. In other words, this part-
nership of ours is substantive, and it’s im-
portant, and it’s strategic. And I thank the 
Prime Minister for working with me to ad-
vance this relationship in such a way that 
we can define our previous meetings and 
today’s meeting as historic in nature. I’m 
confident that the relationship between 
India and the United States is good for 
the United States of America. I hope it’s 
good for the people of India, and I know 
it’s going to be good for laying the founda-
tions of peace in this world of ours. 

So, Mr. Prime Minister, thank you very 
much for having me. 

Prime Minister Singh. It’s a great honor, 
Mr. President, to have you. 

Civilian Nuclear Power Program in India/ 
United Nations Security Council 
Membership 

Q. Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister. 
Thank you, Mr. President. Sir, since you 
have said that India-U.S. nuclear coopera-
tion agreement is on, what we would like 
to know from you that how are you going 
to ensure that India’s concerns and Indian 
scientific community’s concerns regarding 
nonstop supply of fuel and also protecting 
India’s three-phased nuclear research pro-
gram? 

And excuse me, sir, Mr. President, I have 
a question for you too, sir. Sir, you know, 

everybody is saying that India and the 
United States are natural allies. And you 
have also said many times that our strategic 
partnership is based on common values, 
shared values. Sir, then why the largest de-
mocracy of the world is reluctant or not 
forthcoming to support—the oldest democ-
racy of the world is not supporting the larg-
est democracy of the world to have a per-
manent membership of the United Nations 
Security Council? This is an issue India 
would like to hear from you more, sir. 
Thank you. Thank you, Prime Minister. 

Prime Minister Singh. You have asked 
me about the nuclear agreement. As I men-
tioned, we have reached a mutually satisfac-
tory understanding with regard to carrying 
forward the process that was outlined in 
the July 18 statement which I and Presi-
dent Bush signed. 

An important step forward is the prepa-
ration of a separation plan, a separation 
plan which separates the civilian nuclear 
program from the military program. That 
phase has been successfully completed. 
Now it is for the United States to go to 
the Congress for necessary amendments in 
U.S. laws. Also, the U.S. will approach the 
members of the Nuclear Supplier Groups, 
and thereafter we’ll also have to go to the 
International Atomic Energy Agency for 
India-specific safeguards. 

So we have made very satisfactory 
progress. And I thank the President for his 
initiative. But for his leadership, this day 
would probably have not come so soon. 

President Bush. Thank you for your ques-
tion on the U.N. Security Council. I’m not 
surprised you asked it. As a matter of fact, 
I gave an interview to a person from the 
India media in Washington, DC, prior to 
my trip, and that was one of the questions 
asked. 

My answer hasn’t changed, by the way, 
which is this: One, we support United Na-
tions Security Council reform, and we’re 
interested in different ways to reform the 
United Nations Security Council. My con-
cern all along, however, is that if we only 
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stick to the United Nations Security Coun-
cil reform, we miss an opportunity to re-
form the United Nations overall. And so 
our position is, let’s make sure reform over-
all moves forward as we think about the 
best way to reform the Security Council. 

The United Nations is a very important 
international body. It’s one that does, how-
ever, require better accountability and—ac-
countability on how we spend money and 
accountability on getting results. One such 
area, for example, is the Human Rights 
Commission. The Human Rights Commis-
sion needs to be reformed in a way that 
actually is able to achieve significant results 
on behalf of the world. 

And so we’re openminded, and we’re lis-
tening. But what we don’t want to do is 
have a Security Council reform measure 
that causes the other reforms not to go 
forward. 

Suzanne [Suzanne Malveaux, Cable News 
Network]. You probably need a micro-
phone, unless you want to belt it out. 

President’s Upcoming Visit to Pakistan/War 
on Terror 

Q. I’ll try. Thank you, Mr. President. 
There are reports of multiple bombings out 
of Karachi, Pakistan, outside of the U.S. 
consulate, as well as the Marriott Hotel. 
What can you tell us about this? Will this 
impact your trip, your visit to that country? 
And how does this speak to Pakistan or 
even Musharraf’s ability to contain terror-
ists? 

President Bush. First of all, I’ve been 
briefed on the bombings. We have lost at 
least one U.S. citizen in a bombing, a For-
eign Service officer, and I send our coun-
try’s deepest condolences to that person’s 
loved one and family. We also send the 
condolences to the people from Pakistan 
who lost their lives. 

Terrorists and killers are not going to 
prevent me from going to Pakistan. My trip 
to Pakistan is an important trip. It’s impor-
tant to talk with President Musharraf about 
continuing our fight against terrorists. After 

all, he has had a direct stake in this fight— 
four times the terrorists have tried to kill 
him. 

The Prime Minister and I talked about 
the need to continue working together to 
fight the scourge of terrorism. People— 
these terrorists will kill innocent life just 
like that. They have no conscience. You 
can’t negotiate with them; you can’t reason 
with them. They must be brought to jus-
tice. The bombing that took place prior 
to my trip is an indication that there are— 
that the war on terror goes on and that 
free nations must come together to fight 
terrorism. 

The way to defeat terrorism in the short 
run is to share intelligence and to take ac-
tion. The way to defeat terrorism in the 
long run is to defeat the ideology of hate 
with an ideology of hope. And that’s de-
mocracy. The great thing about being here 
in India is, it’s a perfect opportunity to 
remind the world that it is possible for 
people of different religions to live peace-
fully together. That’s precisely what this 
grand democracy has shown the world. 

And my resolve has never been stronger 
about protecting our own people by work-
ing with other nations to answer the call 
to history. And the call to history now is 
to stand strong in the face of these terrorist 
attacks, and we will. 

War on Terror/India-U.S. Relations 
Q. President Bush, two questions for 

you. First—— 
President Bush. Only two? That’s good. 
Q. First, on the nuclear deal, how do 

you plan to sell the agreement to a very 
powerful nonproliferation lobby in Wash-
ington which has opposed the deal? 

And second, on the issue of terrorism, 
in the context of today’s bomb blasts in 
Karachi, how do you propose to work with 
India on terrorism, considering India con-
siders that the epicenter of terrorism is in 
Pakistan? 

President Bush. Well, one way we work 
together on terrorism is to make sure our 
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intelligence services share information. The 
way you defeat terrorists is you—in the 
short term—is you anticipate and react to 
their motives and their actions through 
good intelligence. 

We’re involved in a different kind of war. 
This is a war where people hide and plot 
and plan and then, all of a sudden, emerge 
and kill. And so it requires a different re-
sponse. And part of the response is to com-
mit our intelligence services to sharing in-
formation. We spent some time talking 
about that issue today. 

As well, I will send—bring the same 
message to President Musharraf, that we 
will continue to work with the President 
to share information to bring terrorists to 
justice. Terrorism is not prevalent only in 
this part of the world. It’s prevalent in the 
Middle East as well. In the long run, ter-
rorism will be defeated by giving people 
hope and opportunity as opposed to sys-
tems of government which breed resent-
ment and provide—and as a result of that 
resentment, provide opportunity for these 
killers to recruit. 

In terms of convincing the Congress, the 
first thing I will say to our Congress is 
that our relationship is changing to the bet-
ter. You know, sometimes it’s hard to get 
rid of history, and short-term history shows 
that the United States and India were di-
vided. We didn’t have much of a relation-
ship. And as a result, there are laws on 
the books that reflect that. Now the rela-
tionship is changing dramatically. People in 
the United States have got to understand 
that trade with India is in our interests, 
that diplomatic relations with India is in 
our interests, that cultural exchanges with 
India are in our interest. 

One of the things that helps make that 
case, of course, is the—there’s a lot of In-
dian Americans making important contribu-
tions to our country. And we welcome 
those contributions. I think there needs to 
be more student exchanges between our 
countries. I think we ought to expand H1B 

visas for Indian scientists and engineers and 
physicists and people in our country. 

In other words, what I’m trying to ex-
plain to you is that it’s a changing relation-
ship, and part of that change is going to 
be how to deal with the nuclear issue. Now, 
proliferation is certainly a concern and a 
part of our discussions, and we’ve got a 
good faith gesture by the Indian Govern-
ment that I’ll be able to take to the Con-
gress. But the other thing that our Con-
gress has got to understand, that it’s in 
our economic interests that India have a 
civilian nuclear power industry to help take 
the pressure off of the global demand for 
energy. 

Obviously, nuclear power is a renewable 
source of energy, and the less demand 
there is for nonrenewable sources of energy 
like fossil fuels, the better off it is for the 
American people. Increasing demand for oil 
from America, from India and China, rel-
ative to a supply that’s not keeping up with 
demand, causes our fuel prices to go up. 
And so to the extent that we can reduce 
demand for fossil fuels, it will help the 
American consumer. 

And so there are several ways for me 
to make the case, which I’m kind of laying 
out for you now, so that—but this is what 
I’ll be telling our Congress. 

Axelrod [Jim Axelrod, CBS News]. 

Civilian Nuclear Power Program in India 
Q. Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, 

following up on this just a touch, what kind 
of message, sir, does it send to the world 
that India, which has been testing as late 
as 1998, nuclear testing, and is not—has 
not signed the Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty—is this a reward for bad behavior, 
as some critics suggest? And what kind of 
message does it send to other countries 
that are in the process of developing nu-
clear technology? Why should they sign the 
NPT if India is getting a deal without doing 
so, sir? 
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President Bush. What this agreement says 
is, things change, times change, that leader-
ship can make a difference, and telling the 
world—sending the world a different mes-
sage from that which is—what used to exist 
in people’s minds. 

I—listen, I’ve always said this was going 
to be a difficult deal for the Prime Minister 
to sell to his Parliament, but he showed 
great courage and leadership. And it’s dif-
ficult for the American President to sell 
to our Congress, because some people just 
don’t want to change and change with the 
times. I understand that. But this agree-
ment is in our interests, and therefore, Jim, 
I’m confident we can sell this to our Con-
gress as in the interest of the United States 
and, at the same time, make it clear that 
there’s a way forward for other nations to 
participate in a—in civilian nuclear power 
in such a way as to address nonproliferation 
concerns. 

India has charted a way forward. You 
heard the Prime Minister talk about going 
to the IAEA. That group exists to help safe-
guard the world from proliferation. 

Listen, I proposed reprocessing agree-
ments. That stands in stark contrast to cur-
rent nuclear theology that we shouldn’t re-
process for proliferation concerns. I don’t 
see how you can advocate nuclear power 
in order to take the pressure off of our 
own economy, for example, without advo-

cating technological development of reproc-
essing, because reprocessing will not only— 
reprocessing is going to help with the envi-
ronmental concerns with nuclear power. It 
will make there—to put it bluntly, there 
will be less material to dispose. 

And so I’m trying to think differently, 
not to stay stuck in the past, and recognize 
that by thinking differently, particularly on 
nuclear power, we can achieve some impor-
tant objectives, one of which is less reliance 
on fossil fuels; second is to work with our 
partners to help both our economies grow; 
and thirdly is to be strong on dealing with 
the proliferation issues. 

Well, Mr. Prime Minister, it’s been a 
joy. 

Prime Minister Singh. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President. We have made his-
tory today, and I thank you. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:26 p.m. in 
the Mughal Garden at the Hyderabad 
House. In his remarks, he referred to Aung 
San Suu Kyi, leader of the National League 
for Democracy of Burma; King Gyanendra 
Bir Bikram Shah Dev of Nepal; President 
Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan; and David 
Foy, a U.S. State Department official who 
was killed in a terrorist attack in Karachi, 
Pakistan, on March 2. 

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of 
India in New Delhi 
March 2, 2006 

Mr. Prime Minister and Mrs. Kaur, 
thank you for your hospitality. Mr. Prime 
Minister, I’m sorry you brought up the Taj 
Mahal. I’ve been hearing about it from 
Laura ever since I told her that we weren’t 
going. But we pledged if you invite us back 
to come back, we’d love to see the magnifi-

cent part of your country that we will be 
unable to see this trip. 

This is an historic trip. It’s a chance to 
continue to build on the progress we made 
in Washington, DC, progress being a rela-
tionship that is—that lasts beyond our time 
in office. It’s a relationship that is based 
upon our common values, that every person 
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matters, every person belongs, and every-
body should be able to worship as freely 
as they want to, the common values of rec-
ognizing the right to people to express 
themselves in a peaceful way. 

Our relationship is one that’s important 
for peace and prosperity in this world. It’s 
important that we continue to work to-
gether to battle the terrorists, to give them 
no quarter, and to never yield. Terrorism 
has no place in democracy, and terrorism 
must be defeated for our children and 
grandchildren to be able to live in a peace-
ful world. 

Our relationship is one based upon our 
belief that free and fair trade is in the 
interests of our people; that when trade 
moves freely and fairly, that people in our 
respective countries will be able to find 
good work and good jobs and improve their 
standard of living. I believe India has got 
a really important role to play in showing 
parts of the world what is possible when 

it comes to having people live side by side 
in peace. India is such a wonderful example 
of pluralism, of religious freedom, of 
human rights. This relationship of ours is 
a vital relationship; it’s a strategic partner-
ship. 

And so Mr. Prime Minister, thank you 
very much for our dialogs and our work 
together. Thank you for your hospitality. 
I want to thank the leaders who are here 
with us today for taking time out of your 
busy schedules to welcome Laura and me 
and our delegation. 

And so I too would like to propose a 
toast, a toast to the Prime Minister, his 
wife, and to the people of India. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:39 p.m. in 
the Taj Palace. In his remarks, he referred 
to Kaur Gursharan, wife of Prime Minister 
Singh. The transcript released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of Prime Minister Singh. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Religious Leaders in New Delhi 
March 2, 2006 

The President. We have just had a very 
important discussion about the role of reli-
gion, not only in India but the role that 
religion can play in helping the world be-
come a more peaceful place. I want to 
thank the leaders here around the table. 
Leaders from different faiths have joined 
us to share with—their thoughts with me. 

You know, one of the things that struck 
me during the conversation is, in India, is— 
it’s a country that recognizes the impor-
tance of religion and welcomes interfaith 
dialog, understands the importance of faith 
and understands the importance of people 
of faith discussing thoughts and views that 
are deep in their hearts. 

And we’ve had a—just a—you know, 
India is an amazing country. Just look 
around the table, and you’ll see different 

religions represented. But everybody 
around the table also was so proud to be 
an Indian. In other words, their nationalism 
was equally important to them, as their reli-
gion. 

We thank the—— 
Acharya Srivatsa Goswami. [Inaudible]— 

here to the world. 
The President. Well, that’s right. That’s 

right. Thank you. Anyway, I just appreciate 
you all coming. Thank you for your kind 
words. And like you, I hope for peace, and 
like you, I’m proud to be here in India. 
It’s a fantastic country. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:23 p.m. at 
the Maurya Sheraton and Towers. Partici-
pating in the meeting was Acharya Srivatsa 
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Goswami, head of the Sri Caitanya Prema 
Samsthana. 

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and India 
March 2, 2006 

President George W. Bush and Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh today expressed 
satisfaction with the great progress the 
United States and India have made in ad-
vancing our strategic partnership to meet 
the global challenges of the 21st century. 
Both our countries are linked by a deep 
commitment to freedom and democracy; a 
celebration of national diversity, human 
creativity and innovation; a quest to expand 
prosperity and economic opportunity world-
wide; and a desire to increase mutual secu-
rity against the common threats posed by 
intolerance, terrorism, and the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction. The success-
ful transformation of the U.S.-India rela-
tionship will have a decisive and positive 
influence on the future international system 
as it evolves in this new century. 

Reviewing the progress made in deep-
ening the global partnership between the 
United States and India since their Joint 
Statement of July 18, 2005, the President 
and the Prime Minister reaffirm their com-
mitment to expand even further the grow-
ing ties between their two countries. Con-
sistent with this objective, the two leaders 
wish to highlight efforts the United States 
and India are making together in the fol-
lowing areas, where they have: 

For Economic Prosperity and Trade 
(1) Agreed to intensify efforts to develop 

a bilateral business climate supportive of 
trade and investment by: 

1. Welcoming the report of the U.S.- 
India CEO Forum, agreeing to con-
sider its recommendations aimed at 
substantially broadening our bilateral 
economic relations, and directing the 

Chairs of the Indo-U.S. Economic 
Dialogue to follow up expeditiously 
with the CEO Forum; 

2. Endorsing the efforts of the U.S.- 
India Trade Policy Forum to reduce 
barriers to trade and investment with 
the goal of doubling bilateral trade in 
three years; 

3. Agreeing to advance mutually bene-
ficial bilateral trade and investment 
flows by holding a high-level public- 
private investment summit in 2006, 
continuing efforts to facilitate and 
promote foreign direct investment and 
eliminate impediments to it, and en-
hancing bilateral consultations on var-
ious issues including tariff and non- 
tariff barriers to trade in goods and 
services, and preventing the illicit use 
of the financial system. 

(2) Sought to expand cooperation in agri-
culture by: 

1. Launching the Knowledge Initiative 
on Agriculture with a three-year fi-
nancial commitment to link our uni-
versities, technical institutions, and 
businesses to support agriculture edu-
cation, joint research, and capacity 
building projects including in the area 
of biotechnology. 

2. Endorsing an agreed workplan to pro-
mote bilateral trade in agriculture 
through agreements that: lay out a 
path to open the U.S. market to In-
dian mangoes, recognize India as hav-
ing the authority to certify that ship-
ments of Indian products to the 
United States meet USDA organic 
standards, and provide for discussions 
on current regulations affecting trade 
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in fresh fruits and vegetables, poultry 
and dairy, and almonds. 

(3) Reaffirmed their shared commitment 
to completing the WTO Doha Develop-
ment Agenda (DDA) before the end of 
2006, and agreed to work together to help 
achieve this outcome. 

For Energy Security and a Clean 
Environment 

(1) Welcomed the successful completion 
of discussions on India’s separation plan 
and looked forward to the full implementa-
tion of the commitments in the July 18, 
2005 Joint Statement on nuclear coopera-
tion. This historic accomplishment will per-
mit our countries to move forward towards 
our common objective of full civil nuclear 
energy cooperation between India and the 
United States and between India and the 
international community as a whole. 

(2) Welcomed the participation of India 
in the ITER initiative on fusion energy as 
an important further step towards the com-
mon goal of full nuclear energy coopera-
tion. 

(3) Agreed on India’s participation in 
FutureGen, an international public-private 
partnership to develop new, commercially 
viable technology for a clean coal near-zero 
emission power project. India will con-
tribute funding to the project and partici-
pate in the Government Steering Com-
mittee of this initiative. 

(4) Welcomed the creation of the Asia 
Pacific Partnership on Clean Development 
and Climate, which will enable India and 
the U.S. to work together with other coun-
tries in the region to pursue sustainable 
development and meet increased energy 
needs while addressing concerns of energy 
security and climate change. The Partner-
ship will collaborate to promote the devel-
opment, diffusion, deployment and transfer 
of cleaner, cost-effective and more efficient 
technologies and practices. 

(5) Welcomed India’s interest in the In-
tegrated Ocean Drilling Program, an inter-
national marine research endeavor that will 

contribute to long-term energy solutions 
such as gas hydrates. 

(6) Noting the positive cooperation under 
the Indo-U.S. Energy Dialogue, highlighted 
plans to hold joint conferences on topics 
such as energy efficiency and natural gas, 
to conduct study missions on renewable en-
ergy, to establish a clearing house in India 
for coal-bed methane/coal-mine methane, 
and to exchange energy market information. 

For Innovation and the Knowledge 
Economy 

(1) Emphasizing the importance of 
knowledge partnerships, announced the es-
tablishment of a Bi-National Science and 
Technology Commission which the U.S. 
and India will co-fund. It will generate col-
laborative partnerships in science and tech-
nology and promote industrial research and 
development. 

(2) Agreed that the United States and 
India would work together to promote in-
novation, creativity and technological ad-
vancement by providing a vibrant intellec-
tual property rights regime, and to cooper-
ate in the field of intellectual property 
rights to include capacity building activities, 
human resource development and public 
awareness programs. 

(3) Agreed to continue exploring further 
cooperation in civil space, including areas 
such as space exploration, satellite naviga-
tion, and earth science. The United States 
and India committed to move forward with 
agreements that will permit the launch of 
U.S. satellites and satellites containing U.S. 
components by Indian space launch vehi-
cles, opening up new opportunities for 
commercial space cooperation between the 
two countries. 

(4) Welcomed the inclusion of two U.S. 
instruments in the Indian lunar mission 
Chandrayaan-1. They noted that memo-
randa of understanding to be signed by 
ISRO and NASA would be significant steps 
forward in this area. 
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(5) Welcomed the U.S. Department of 
Commerce’s plan to create a license excep-
tion for items that would otherwise require 
an export license to end-users in India en-
gaged solely in civilian activities. 

For Global Safety and Security 
(1) Noted the enhanced counter-ter-

rorism cooperation between the two coun-
tries and stressed that terrorism is a global 
scourge that must be fought and rooted 
out in every part of the world. 

(2) Welcomed the increased cooperation 
between the United States and India in 
the defense area, since the New Frame-
work for the U.S.-India Defence Relation-
ship was signed on June 28, 2005, as evi-
denced by successful joint exercises, ex-
panded defence cooperation and informa-
tion sharing, and greater opportunities to 
jointly develop technologies and address se-
curity and humanitarian issues. 

(3) Reaffirmed their commitment to the 
protection of the free flow of commerce 
and to the safety of navigation, and agreed 
to the conclusion of a Maritime Coopera-
tion Framework to enhance security in the 
maritime domain, to prevent piracy and 
other transnational crimes at sea, carry out 
search and rescue operations, combat ma-
rine pollution, respond to natural disasters, 
address emergent threats and enhance co-
operative capabilities, including through lo-
gistics support. Both sides are working to 
finalize a Logistics Support Agreement at 
the earliest. 

(4) Welcomed India’s intention to join 
the Container Security Initiative aimed at 
making global maritime trade and infra-
structure more secure and reducing the risk 
of shipping containers being used to con-
ceal weapons of mass destruction. 

(5) Reiterated their commitment to inter-
national efforts to prevent the proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction. 

(6) Building on the July 2005 Disaster 
Relief Initiative, noted the important dis-
aster management cooperation and their 

improved capabilities to respond to disaster 
situations. 

(7) Recognized the importance of capac-
ity building in cyber security and greater 
cooperation to secure their growing elec-
tronic interdependencies, including to pro-
tect electronic transactions and critical in-
frastructure from cybercrime, terrorism and 
other malicious threats. 

Deepening Democracy and Meeting 
International Challenges 

(1) Recalled their joint launch of the UN 
Democracy Fund in September 2005 and 
offered the experience and expertise of 
both Governments for capacity building, 
training and exchanges to third countries 
that request such assistance to strengthen 
democratic institutions. 

(2) Welcomed the decision of India and 
the United States to designate a representa-
tive to the Government Advisory Board of 
the International Centre for Democratic 
Transition (ICDT) located in Budapest to 
facilitate cooperative activities with ICDT. 

(3) Agreed that the Virtual Coordination 
and Information Centres set up in Sep-
tember 2005 should be further strength-
ened and a bilateral meeting aimed at de-
veloping a practical programme for utiliza-
tion of its services be held soon. 

(4) Expressed satisfaction at the expe-
dited USFDA drug approval processes that 
strengthen the combat against HIV/AIDS 
at the global level and encourage greater 
corporate participation to meet this chal-
lenge, including the establishment of the 
Indo-U.S. Corporate Fund for HIV/AIDS.. 

(5) Agreed to expand bilateral efforts and 
continue cooperation in the area of medical 
research and strengthen technical capacity 
in food and drug regulation in India as 
well as address the concern on avian influ-
enza, including agreement to reach out to 
the private sector, develop regional commu-
nications strategies, and plan an in-region 
containment and response exercise. The 
President welcomed India’s offer to host 
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the International Partnership on Avian and 
Pandemic Influenza meeting in 2007. 

(6) Welcomed India’s membership in the 
Coalition Against Wildlife Trafficking, a 
partnership through which we will collabo-
rate in the fight against illegal trade in wild-
life and wildlife parts; we also welcome the 
opportunity to strengthen longstanding 
work together on the conservation of wild-

life through cooperation on park manage-
ment and ecotourism. 

President Bush thanked Prime Minister 
Singh and the people of India for the 
warmth of their reception and the gen-
erosity of their hospitality. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and India on Trade 
March 2, 2006 

India and the United States agree that 
trade is essential to promoting global eco-
nomic growth, development, freedom and 
prosperity. 

We fully share the goal of completing 
the WTO Doha Development Agenda 
(DDA) before the end of 2006, and agree 
to work in partnership to help achieve this 
outcome. 

During our discussions, we agreed to 
meet the task with ambition, determination 
and a readiness to contribute, consistent 
with our roles in global trade, and to keep 
the development dimension in focus. The 
system of trading rules to which our two 
great democracies have contributed im-
mensely must be strengthened. Towards 
this global cause, we recommit ourselves 
and invite all key participants to dem-
onstrate their leadership. 

We agree that a successful Round de-
pends upon progress in all areas of the 
negotiations if we are to meet our goal 
of promoting development through trade. 
We are committed to a DDA result con-
sistent with the mandates already agreed 
that realize a substantial outcome in all 
three pillars of the agriculture negotiations 
(domestic support, export competition and 
market access); significant improvements in 
market opportunities in manufacturing and 

services; and appropriate disciplines, includ-
ing transparency of regulatory practices in 
services. We also believe we should 
strengthen the rules that facilitate trade, 
where we have jointly made proposals. 
Work in all these areas must go hand in 
hand. 

We agree to pursue an ambitious agenda 
for the first half of 2006, consistent with 
the important milestones that were set at 
the Hong Kong Ministerial for agriculture, 
manufacturing, services and other issues, 
and continuing to press for the goal of con-
cluding the negotiations by the end of 
2006. 

We will continue to work to promote 
reform, respond to the concerns of devel-
oping countries, and create opportunities 
for growth for all. We are building the trad-
ing system of the future, where progressive 
liberalization and reform result in improve-
ment in standards of living for all, in par-
ticular for the millions of poor across the 
developing world. 

While working for a successful Doha 
Round, we also reaffirm our commitment 
to strengthen and deepen bilateral trading 
ties. We note with satisfaction the success-
ful implementation of our initiative to cre-
ate the U.S.-India Trade Policy Forum and 
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the CEO Forum to this end, and in par-
ticular the achievements in the areas of ag-
ricultural trade, investment, trade in serv-
ices, the reduction of tariff and non-tariff 
barriers to trade, and spurring innovation 
and creativity. We agree to promote innova-
tion, creativity and technological advance-
ment by providing a vibrant intellectual 
property rights regime. As two dynamic 
economies with many complementary inter-

ests, the U.S. and India will seek to en-
hance bilateral trade and investment ties 
by expanding private sector contacts, dis-
mantling barriers to trade, building trade 
capacities and strengthening trade-pro-
moting institutions. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Statement on Senate Passage of PATRIOT Act Reauthorization Legislation 
March 2, 2006 

I applaud the Senate for voting to renew 
the PATRIOT Act and overcoming the par-
tisan attempts to block its passage. The ter-
rorists have not lost the will or the ability 
to attack us. The PATRIOT Act is vital 
to the war on terror and defending our 
citizens against a ruthless enemy. This bill 

will allow our law enforcement officials to 
continue to use the same tools against ter-
rorists that are already used against drug 
dealers and other criminals, while safe-
guarding the civil liberties of the American 
people. 

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Abdul Kalam of India in 
New Delhi 
March 2, 2006 

Mr. President, Prime Minister, and dis-
tinguished guests, Laura and I thank you 
for such a warm welcome. Thank you for 
this wonderful dinner tonight. We’re grate-
ful for your hospitality, and we appreciate 
the opportunity to visit your beautiful coun-
try. 

India is home to a proud civilization. 
Thousands of years ago, the people of this 
region built great cities, established trading 
routes with distant lands, and created won-
ders of art and architecture. Its reputation 
for wealth and wisdom attracted many 
brave explorers, one of them never did 
complete his journey, and he ended up in 
America. 

Like India, America respects faith and 
family and is rich in diversity. Americans 
are proud that our Nation is home to more 
than 2 million individuals of Indian decent. 
Both our nations can take pride in their 
achievements. People from India serve with 
distinction in American businesses, in the 
sciences, and the arts. The contributions 
of our Indian American community have 
made America a better nation, and they’ve 
helped strengthen our ties with India. 

The relationship between our two nations 
is strong, and it rests on a firm foundation. 
We share common interests rooted in com-
mon belief that freedom can change lives 
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and transform nations. Today, our two de-
mocracies have formed a strategic partner-
ship to bring the benefits of liberty to oth-
ers, to expand global prosperity through 
free and fair trade, and to confront the 
challenges of our time. As great nations, 
we now have an opportunity to lead, and 
America values the leadership of the great 
nation of India. 

Mr. President, again, Laura and I express 
our deepest heartfelt thanks. It’s my honor 
now to toast to you, sir, and to the great 
nation of India. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 p.m. at 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan. In his remarks, he 
referred to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
of India. 

Remarks in a Discussion With Business Students in Hyderabad, India 
March 3, 2006 

The President. Thank you for the warm 
welcome. You know, as a Harvard Business 
School graduate, this isn’t exactly how I 
went to class when I was there, but I am 
honored to be here at ISB. 

Yesterday I had the honor of standing 
on the stage with your Prime Minister, talk-
ing about a new relationship between the 
United States and India. I am excited about 
our strategic partnership. I’m equally ex-
cited about the future of India. It is in 
the interest of the United States to be 
friends with India; it’s in the interest of 
the United States to work for free and fair 
trade with India; it’s in the interest of the 
United States that an entrepreneurial class 
grow in this great country. It’s in the inter-
est of India that an entrepreneurial class 
grow in this great country so that people 
can realize dreams and find good jobs. 

You know, I said something really inter-
esting—I thought interesting, otherwise, I 
wouldn’t have said it—the other day in a 
speech I gave in Washington. There are— 
the middle class of India is 300 million 
people large. That’s larger than the entire 
United States. And when America looks at 
India, America ought to look at India as 
a strategic partner in keeping the peace, 
a great democracy which is capable of hav-
ing people from different religions live side 
by side in peace and harmony, and a won-
derful opportunity to—with whom to trade. 

One of the things that you can judge 
a country by is the vitality of the youth, 
and one of the reasons I really wanted to 
come to ISB was because I understand it’s 
the center of excellence in education. It’s 
a new school that is using innovative tech-
niques to give people the tools necessary 
to succeed. 

Yesterday I met with some Indian CEOs 
and American CEOs—kind of the old folks. 
Today I’m meeting with the CEOs of to-
morrow, the people that are going to help 
drive this great engine of economic pros-
perity for India—for the good of the world, 
is how I view it. 

And so thanks for letting me and the 
Ambassador come. Ambassador, thanks for 
setting this up. I want to thank Chairman 
Gupta, a fellow Harvard Business School 
graduate, who helped form this school. I 
want to thank the dean of this school, as 
well as the professors and faculty for being 
here as well, and the rest of the students— 
thanks for letting me come by to say hello. 
I think it would be interesting for you to 
tell me what’s on your mind or ask me 
questions, the whole purpose of which is 
to help, kind of, foster this partnership that 
is developing on the political level so that 
people in my own country can see that 
there’s folks just like themselves here in 
India working to realize dreams and create 
opportunities. 
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So whoever would like to begin, we can 
start. And if not, I’m just going to call 
on somebody—like you. [Laughter] 

Globalization/Trade With India 
Q. I guess I’ll do the honors. Thank you 

for being here. I didn’t graduate from ISB, 
but it seems like a great place. I graduated 
from Carnegie Melon in Pittsburgh. 

The President. That’s also a good place. 
[Laughter] I will tell you something: She’s 
really smart—to go there. [Laughter] You 
don’t go there unless you’re smart. [Laugh-
ter] 

Q. Anyways, so I’m from the IT industry, 
so let me ask a question relating to that— 
not just IT, I guess generally outsourcing. 
So India and China have experienced a lot 
of growth because of globalization and out-
sourcing, in general—IT outsourcing, in 
particular. And I live in the U.S., so I know 
that there is a lot of resistance in the media 
and also in the industry about outsourcing. 
But as entrepreneurs and as people who 
believe in capitalism, we feel that there’s 
no other way to go but capitalism and 
globalization and outsourcing, et cetera. So 
does the government or—does it have a 
political strategy on how to manage, do a 
balancing act? 

The President. I appreciate it. First of 
all, what do you do? 

Q. I have a IT consulting company. 
The President. Okay. One of the—the fu-

ture of any country is to make sure women 
have got opportunity, and so I congratulate 
you for being a CEO. 

Q. Thank you. 
The President. By the way, I’ve got a 

strong woman who travels with me in the 
Secretary of State. [Laughter] I’m not try-
ing to avoid your question, by the way. 
[Laughter] 

People do lose jobs as a result of 
globalization, and it’s painful for those who 
lose jobs. But the fundamental question is, 
how does a government or society react 
to that? And it’s basically one of two ways. 
One is to say, ‘‘Losing jobs is painful; there-

fore, let’s throw up protectionist walls.’’ 
And the other is to say, ‘‘Losing jobs is 
painful, so let’s make sure people are edu-
cated so they can find—fill the jobs of the 
21st century.’’ And let’s make sure that 
there’s progrowth economic policies in 
place. Now, what does that mean? That 
means low taxes; it means less regulation; 
it means fewer lawsuits; it means wise en-
ergy policy. 

So I’ve taken the position—I’ve taken it 
as recently as my State of the Union, where 
I said, the United States of America will 
reject protectionism. We won’t fear com-
petition; we welcome competition. But we 
won’t fear the future, either, because we 
intend to shape it through good policies. 

And that’s how you deal with in a global 
economy. You don’t retrench and pull back. 
You welcome competition, and you under-
stand globalization provides great opportu-
nities. And the classic opportunity for our 
American farmers and entrepreneurs and 
small businesses to understand, there’s a 
300-million-person market of middle-class 
citizens here in India, and that if we can 
make a product they want, then it be-
comes—at a reasonable price—and then all 
of a sudden, people will be able to have 
a market here. And so—and people in 
America should, I hope, maintain their con-
fidence about the future. 

Thanks for the question. Good luck to 
you. 

Yes, ma’am. 

India-U.S. Relations/Investment 
Q. I actually went to Wellesley College, 

and I’m actually a student at the ISB. 
The President. Let me say something be-

fore you ask the question. One of the most 
important things for America is to make 
sure our universities and colleges are acces-
sible to Indian students, because I find it 
really interesting the first two questioners 
have gone to school in the United States. 
There can be, sometimes, perceptions 
about our country that simply aren’t the 
truth but, nevertheless, become stuck in 
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people’s minds. And one way to defeat 
those perceptions is to welcome people to 
the United States so you can see firsthand 
our good side and our bad side, and you 
can draw your own conclusions without 
being told what to think. 

Sorry to interrupt. 
Q. No problem. This is actually related 

to the point you just made about the mar-
ket with the 300 million people. I actually 
run the non-profit club and social enter-
prise club here at the ISB, with a lot of 
help from the faculty from the Center of 
Entrepreneurship and the student body. 
And we’re a fairly active group who are 
very—who believe in what we call compas-
sionate capitalism, through providing for 
venture capital funding for the small busi-
nesses and social entrepreneurs so that they 
can innovate and actually self-sustain them-
selves by providing affordable goods and 
using a market-based model, rather than 
the traditional aid-based model. 

So my question to you, Mr. President, 
is what do you feel and how do you feel 
that your Government will support India 
in this sort of bilateral partnership, whereby 
your investors can get a financial return, 
as well as create social impact in a devel-
oping country such as India? 

The President. Well, there’s two types of 
investments. One is private capital, which 
goes to places where people think they can 
get a reasonable return relative to risk. And 
Government can help assuage some con-
cerns about risk by having transparency in 
policy, consistent law. One of the things 
you don’t want to do is invest in a country, 
and then all of a sudden, laws change— 
or transparency into why people make deci-
sions, or less bureaucratic hurdles in order 
to invest. 

People look around at places to invest. 
In my country, for example, there’s com-
petition between the States. And if they 
see there’s a lot of bureaucratic hurdles 
you have to get over in order to invest 
in one State versus another, people tend 

to mitigate risk in order to maximize re-
turn. 

There’s also public investment, and 
through USAID and other aspects of our 
State Department, we do provide micro-
financing—small loans to entrepreneurs. 

Today I went over to the Agricultural 
Center and saw some of the benefits of 
not only good agricultural research but the 
concept of microloans to encourage entre-
preneurship, particularly amongst women in 
rural India. And it’s an effective program. 
And microloans have worked around the 
world. 

And so one of the things we do through 
our State Department—ably led by Sec-
retary Rice, I want you to know—is to en-
courage microloan financing. 

Yes, sir. 

Civilian Nuclear Power Program in India 
Q. Yes, Mr. President. My company is 

based in the U.S., and we deal mostly with 
electronic components, exports to India. 
My question is, after this nuclear deal, do 
you think the same thing will come in elec-
tronics field? Like there are a lot of sanc-
tions, export restrictions on shipping com-
ponents to India. That same product they 
can buy at—they pay more, but they get 
it from Europe where there’s no export 
restrictions. 

The President. We’re constantly review-
ing what’s called the Export Control List. 
And I thank you for bringing that up. And 
obviously, as this relationship changes, as 
a strategic partner, the folks involved with 
the Export Control List will be taking that 
into account. 

Yesterday’s energy agreement was an im-
portant agreement. It’s important for the 
United States, and it’s important for India. 
It’s important for the United States be-
cause—in that we live in a global energy 
market when a fast-growing country like 
India consumes more fossil fuels, it causes 
the price of fossil fuels to go up not only 
in India but around the world, including 
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the United States. And therefore, the ex-
tent to which we can help nations develop 
civilian nuclear power is in the nation’s in-
terest. 

Secondly, India has been an excellent 
partner in nonproliferation over the past 
decades, and therefore, I can tell the Amer-
ican people that this is a important agree-
ment to help deal with the proliferation 
issue. 

For India, it makes sense because it will 
enable India to be able to meet electricity 
needs in a way that doesn’t pollute the 
air. The United States and India and China 
must use technologies to do our duty to 
not only make sure our economies expand 
but also to be good stewards of the envi-
ronment. And nuclear energy is a renew-
able source of energy in which there is 
zero greenhouse gases. 

Yesterday was a—as I mentioned to you 
in our private meeting, yesterday was a way 
to put the cold war behind us and to move 
forward as strategic partners. And I want 
to congratulate your Prime Minister and 
the Indian Government for its—for working 
with me and our Government to show the 
world what’s possible when people can 
come together and think strategically. 

Yes, sir. 

India-U.S. Relations 
Q. Mr. President, I did my MBA in hos-

pitality from Johnson and Wales, Rhode Is-
land, and I loved every bit of it. I saw 

your speech on the Asia Society, and I 
thought it was very spectacular. 

The President. Thank you. You can leave 
it right there. [Laughter] No, go ahead. 

Q. My question is, India was never this 
important. Why has it become so important 
now? 

The President. That’s a really good ques-
tion. I think India has always been an im-
portant country, but the problem is, inter-
national politics made it very difficult for 
previous Presidents and previous Prime 
Ministers to reach common agreement. As 
I said, we’re getting rid of the cold war, 
and the truth of the matter is, the cold 
war caused the world to become pretty well 
divided. And if you’re on one side of the 
divide, it was politically difficult to work 
with people on the other side of the divide. 

That began to change, of course. And 
so I wouldn’t say that India was not an 
important country up to now, because it 
was. 
[At this point, the public portion of the 
event concluded.] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:38 p.m. at 
the Indian School of Business. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh of India; U.S. Ambassador 
to India David C. Mulford; Rajat Gupta, 
chairman, and M. Rammohan Rao, dean, In-
dian School of Business. A portion of these 
remarks could not be verified because the 
tape was incomplete. 

Remarks in New Delhi 
March 3, 2006 

Thank you. Thank you. Please be seated. 
Distinguished guests, namaste. Laura and 
I have been looking forward to this visit 
for a long time, and we’re delighted to 
be in India. 

Over the past 2 days, we’ve been grateful 
for your kind reception, touched by your 

warm hospitality, and dazzled by this vi-
brant and exciting land. I appreciate the 
opportunity to speak to the Indian people. 
I’m honored to bring the good wishes and 
the respect of the world’s oldest democracy 
to the world’s largest democracy. 
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Tonight we stand on the ruins of an an-
cient city that was the capital of an Indian 
kingdom thousands of years ago. Today, it 
is part of a modern Asian city that is the 
capital of one of the world’s great nations. 
At the heart of a civilization that helped 
give the world mathematics, cutting-edge 
businesses now give us the technology of 
tomorrow. In the birthplace of great reli-
gions, a billion souls of varied faiths now 
live side by side in freedom and peace. 
When you come to India in the 21st cen-
tury, you’re inspired by the past, and you 
can see the future. 

India in the 21st century is a natural 
partner of the United States because we 
are brothers in the cause of human liberty. 
Yesterday I visited a memorial to Mahatma 
Gandhi and read the peaceful words of a 
fearless man. His words are familiar in my 
country because they helped move a gen-
eration of Americans to overcome the injus-
tice of racial segregation. When Martin Lu-
ther King arrived in Delhi in 1959, he said 
to other countries, ‘‘I may go as a tourist, 
but to India, I come as a pilgrim.’’ I come 
to India as a friend. 

For many years, the United States and 
India were kept apart by the rivalries that 
divided the world. That’s changed. Our two 
great democracies are now united by op-
portunities that can lift our people and by 
threats that can bring down all our 
progress. The United States and India, sep-
arated by half the globe, are closer than 
ever before, and the partnership between 
our free nations has the power to transform 
the world. 

The partnership between the United 
States and India has deep and sturdy roots 
in the values we share. Both our nations 
were founded on the conviction that all 
people are created equal and are endowed 
with certain fundamental rights, including 
freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, 
and freedom of religion. Those freedoms 
are enshrined in law through our written 
constitutions, and they are upheld daily by 
institutions common to both our democ-

racies: an elected legislature, an inde-
pendent judiciary, a loyal political opposi-
tion, and as I know well here in India, 
a lively free press. 

In both our countries, democracy is more 
than a form of government; it is the central 
promise of our national character. We be-
lieve that every citizen deserves equal lib-
erty and justice, because we believe that 
every life has equal dignity and value. We 
believe all societies should welcome people 
of every culture, ethnicity, and religion. 
And because of this enduring commitment, 
the United States and India have overcome 
trials in our own history. We’re proud to 
stand together among the world’s great de-
mocracies. 

The partnership between the United 
States and India begins with democracy, 
and it does not end there. Our people 
share a devotion to family, a passion for 
learning, a love of the arts, and much more. 
The United States is the proud home of 
more than 2 million Americans of Indian 
descent, a figure that has more than tripled 
over the last 20 years. America is honored 
to welcome 500,000 Indian tourists and 
businesspeople to our country each year. 
And we benefit from 80,000 Indian stu-
dents at our universities, more than we 
have from any other nation. Indian Ameri-
cans have made tremendous contributions 
to my country in technology and medicine 
and business and countless other fields. 

When I meet with the United States 
Congress, I talked to a brilliant Indian 
American who represents the State of Lou-
isiana. I’ve returned the salute of Indian 
Americans who defend my nation in battle 
as members of the United States Armed 
Forces. And on a sad morning 3 years ago, 
we learned that a brave astronaut born in 
India had been lost aboard the space shut-
tle Columbia. I know that India will always 
be proud of Dr. Kalpana Chawla, and so 
will the United States of America. 

Americans are spending more time in 
India as well, and it’s easy to see why. 
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India is rich in history, culture, and activi-
ties—from the mountains of Delhi to the 
holy sites of Varanasi to the studios of 
Bollywood. Today I met with a fascinating 
group of students and farmers and entre-
preneurs in Hyderabad—plus it was excit-
ing to be in the hometown of Sania Mirza. 
To encourage more travel and more contact 
between our people, the United States in-
tends to open a new consulate in 
Hyderabad. We’ll also build a new, state- 
of-the-art American Center here in Delhi. 
By taking these steps, we’ll continue to 
strengthen the ties between our two coun-
tries, our two democracies. 

At the start of this young century, the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of India are working together to achieve 
two great purposes: to expand the circle 
of prosperity and development across the 
world and to defeat our common enemies 
by advancing the just and noble cause of 
human freedom. 

Our first great purpose is to spread pros-
perity and opportunity to people in our 
own land, to millions who have not known 
it. The freedom that sustains India’s de-
mocracy is now bringing dramatic changes 
to India’s economy. Thanks to your coun-
try’s wise economic reforms and advances 
in technology, unprecedented opportunities 
are coming to India, and you are seizing 
those opportunities. 

India’s innovative people have begun to 
look outward and connect to the global 
economy as never before. Today, India has 
more cell phones than land-line phones. 
And all that separates a business in Ban-
galore from a business in Boston is an e- 
mail, a text message, or video conference. 
Indian entrepreneurs have used these new 
connections to meet the demands of con-
sumers and businesses all across the globe. 
As a result, your economy has more than 
doubled in size since you opened up your 
markets in 1991. And you’ve dramatically 
raised the living standards of your citizens. 
India’s middle class now numbers 300 mil-

lion people, more than the entire popu-
lation of the United States. 

America welcomes India’s economic rise, 
because we understand that as other na-
tions prosper, it creates more opportunity 
for us all. In a free economy, every citizen 
has something to contribute. That is why 
trade is such a powerful engine of pros-
perity and upward mobility. When markets 
are opened and the poor are given a chance 
to develop their talents and abilities, they 
can create a better life for their families, 
they add to the wealth of the world, and 
they can begin to afford goods and services 
from other nations. Free and fair trade is 
good for India, it’s good for America, and 
it is good for the world. 

In my countries, some focus only on one 
aspect of our trade relationship with India, 
outsourcing. It’s true that some Americans 
have lost jobs when their companies moved 
operations overseas. It’s also important to 
remember that when someone loses a job, 
it’s an incredibly difficult period for the 
worker and their families. Some people be-
lieve the answer to this problem is to wall 
off our economy from the world through 
protectionist policies. I strongly disagree. 
My Government is helping Americans who 
have lost their jobs get new skills for new 
careers. And we’re helping to create mil-
lions of new jobs in both our countries 
by embracing the opportunities of a global 
economy. 

We see those opportunities here in India. 
Americans who come to this country will 
see Indian consumers buying McCurry 
meals from McDonald’s, home appliances 
from Whirlpool. They will see Indian busi-
nesses buying American products, like the 
68 planes that Air India recently ordered 
from Boeing. They will also see American 
businesses like General Electric and Micro-
soft and Intel, who are in India to learn 
about the needs of local customers and do 
vital research that makes their products 
more competitive in world markets. The 
United States will not give into the protec-
tionists and lose these opportunities. For 
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the sake of workers in both our countries, 
America will trade with confidence. 

India has responsibilities as well. India 
needs to continue to lift its caps on foreign 
investment, to make its rules and regula-
tions more transparent, and to continue to 
lower its tariffs and open its markets to 
American agricultural products, industrial 
goods and services. We also hope India will 
continue to work to ensure that its own 
people are treated fairly by enforcing laws 
that protect children and workers from traf-
ficking and exploitation and abuse. By en-
forcing its laws and educating its people 
and continuing to open up its economy, 
India can assure that prosperity and oppor-
tunity of a growing economy reaches all 
segments of India’s population. 

The world also needs India’s leadership 
to open up global markets. The Doha 
round of trade talks at the World Trade 
Organization provides the greatest oppor-
tunity to lift hundreds of millions of people 
out of poverty and boost economic growth 
in both our countries. The United States 
has been pushing for an ambitious agree-
ment on services and manufacturing and 
agriculture. Prime Minister Singh and I 
share the goal of completing the Doha 
round by the end of this year, and we’ll 
work together to achieve this goal. By com-
pleting Doha, we will help build a world 
that lives in liberty and trades in freedom 
and grows in prosperity, and America and 
India will lead the way. 

By leading together, America and India 
can meet other global challenges. And one 
of the biggest is energy. Like America, In-
dia’s growing economy requires growing 
amounts of electricity. And the cleanest and 
most reliable way to meet that need is 
through civilian nuclear power. 

Last summer in Washington, America 
and India reached an agreement to share 
civilian nuclear technology and to bring In-
dia’s civilian nuclear programs under the 
safeguards of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency. In our meetings this week, 
Prime Minister Singh and I agreed on a 

plan to implement this historic initiative. 
Our agreement will strengthen the security 
and the economy of both our nations. 

By applying the most advanced tech-
nology and international standards to In-
dia’s civilian nuclear program, we will in-
crease safety and reduce the risk of pro-
liferation. And by helping India meet its 
energy needs, we will take the pressure 
off the price of fossil fuels for consumers 
in India and America and around the 
world. We’ll help India be good stewards 
of our environment, and we will strengthen 
the bonds of trust between our two great 
nations. 

America and India are also cooperating 
closely in agriculture. The United States 
worked with India to help meet its food 
needs in the 1960s, when pioneering Amer-
ican scientists like Norman Borlaug shared 
agricultural technology with Indian farmers. 
Thanks to your hard work, you have nearly 
tripled your food production over the past 
half-century. To build on this progress, 
Prime Minister Singh and I are launching 
a new Agricultural Knowledge Initiative. 
This initiative will invest $100 million to 
encourage exchanges between American 
and Indian scientists and promote joint re-
search to improve farming technology. By 
working together, the United States and 
India will develop better ways to grow 
crops and get them to market and lead 
a second Green Revolution. 

America and India are pursuing an his-
toric agenda for cooperation in many other 
areas. We’re working together to improve 
education and conservation and natural dis-
aster response. We’re cooperating closely 
in science and technology. And to promote 
the ties between American and Indian sci-
entists, we’re establishing a new $30 million 
science and technology commission that 
will fund joint research in promising areas 
like biotechnology. 

We’re working to improve health by con-
fronting the threat of avian flu, reducing 
the spread of malaria and tuberculosis, and 
eliminating polio in India. Our nations also 
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share the global challenge of HIV/AIDS. 
India must confront this challenge directly, 
openly, and at all levels of society. And 
as you do, America will be your partner 
in turning the tide against this terrible dis-
ease. 

The United States and India have ambi-
tious goals for our partnership. We have 
unprecedented opportunities in this world. 
We can look to the future with confidence 
because our relationship has never been 
better. America and India are global lead-
ers, and we are good friends. And when 
we work together, there is no limit to what 
we can achieve. 

The second great purpose is to confront 
the threats of our time by fighting terror 
and advancing freedom across the globe. 
Both our nations have known the pain of 
terror on our home soil. On September 
the 11th, 2001, nearly 3,000 innocent peo-
ple were murdered in my country, includ-
ing more than 30 who were born in India. 
Just over 3 months ago, terrorists struck 
the Parliament House here in Delhi, an 
attack on the heart of Indian democracy. 

In both our countries, people have strug-
gled to understand the reason for terrorist 
assaults on free societies. We’ve begun to 
learn some of the answers. The terrorists 
are followers of a violent ideology that calls 
for the murder of Christians and Hindus 
and Sikhs and Jews and vast numbers of 
Muslims who do not share their radical 
views. 

The terrorists’ goal is to impose a hateful 
vision that denies all political and religious 
freedom. Those terrorists lack the military 
strength to challenge great nations directly, 
so they use the weapon of fear. When ter-
rorists murder innocent office workers in 
New York or kill shoppers at a market in 
Delhi or blow up commuters in London, 
they hope these horrors will break our will. 
They target democracies because they think 
we are weak, and they think we can be 
frightened into retreat. The terrorists have 
misunderstood our countries. America and 

India love our freedom, and we will fight 
to keep it. 

When your Prime Minister addressed the 
United States Congress, he said this: ‘‘We 
must fight terrorism wherever it exists, be-
cause terrorism anywhere threatens democ-
racy everywhere.’’ He is right. And so 
America and India are allies in the war 
against terror. 

After the attacks of September the 11th, 
the Indian Navy provided vital support to 
Operation Enduring Freedom by relieving 
American ships securing the Strait of Ma-
lacca, and we thank the Indian Navy. 
Today, our nations are cooperating closely 
on critical areas like bioterrorism and air-
port security and cyber security. Our mili-
tary cooperation is stronger than ever be-
fore. America and India are in this war 
together, and we will win this war together. 

In the long run, the United States and 
India understand that winning the war on 
terror requires changing the conditions that 
give rise to terror. History shows us the 
way. From the East to West, we’ve seen 
that only one force is powerful enough to 
replace hatred with hope, and that is the 
force of human freedom. Free societies do 
not harbor terrorists or breed resentment. 
Free societies respect the rights of their 
citizens and their neighbors. Free societies 
are peaceful societies. 

As your first Prime Minister, Prime Min-
ister Nehru, once said: ‘‘Evil flourishes far 
more in the shadows than in the light of 
day.’’ Together, America and India will 
bring the light of freedom to the darkest 
corners of our Earth. 

Nearly 60 years have passed since India 
mounted a courageous fight for a free 
country of your own. The American people 
stood with you in the struggle for freedom. 
President Franklin Roosevelt was one of 
the first world leaders to support India’s 
independence. Through the decades, India 
has built a strong democracy in which peo-
ple from different faiths live together in 
freedom and peace. 
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India has a Hindu majority and one of 
the world’s largest Muslim populations. 
India is also home to millions of Sikhs and 
Christians and other religious groups. All 
worship freely in temples and mosques and 
churches all across this great land. Indians 
of diverse backgrounds attend school to-
gether and work together and govern your 
nation together. As a multiethnic, multireli-
gious democracy, India is showing the 
world that the best way to ensure fairness 
and tolerance is to establish the rule of 
law. The best way to counter resentment 
is to allow peaceful expression. The best 
way to honor human dignity is to protect 
human rights. For every nation divided by 
race, religion, or culture, India offers a 
hopeful path. If justice is the goal, then 
democracy is the way. 

The world has benefited from the exam-
ple of India’s democracy. And now the 
world needs India’s leadership in freedom’s 
cause. As a global power, India has an his-
toric duty to support democracy around the 
world. In Afghanistan, which I just visited 
on Wednesday, the world is beginning to 
see what India’s leadership can accomplish. 
Since the Taliban was removed from 
power, India has pledged $565 million to 
help the Afghan people to get back on their 
feet. Your country has trained National As-
sembly staff, developing a similar program 
for the Assembly’s elected leaders. You re-
cently announced that you’ll provide an ad-
ditional $50 million to help the Afghans 
complete their National Assembly building. 
After so many years of suffering, the Af-
ghan people are reclaiming a future of 
hope and freedom, and they will always 
remember that in their hour of need, India 
stood with them. 

India is also showing its leadership in 
the cause of democracy by cofounding the 
Global Democracy Initiative. Prime Min-
ister Singh and I were proud to be the 
first two contributors to this initiative to 
promote democracy and development 
across the world. Now India can build on 
this commitment by working directly with 

nations where democracy is just beginning 
to emerge. As the world’s young democ-
racies take shape, India offers a compelling 
example of how to preserve a country’s 
unique culture and history while guaran-
teeing the universal freedoms that are the 
foundation of genuine democracies. 

India’s leadership is needed in a world 
that is hungry for freedom. Men and 
women from North Korea to Burma to 
Syria to Zimbabwe to Cuba yearn for their 
liberty. In Iran, a proud people is held 
hostage by a small clerical elite that denies 
basic liberties, sponsors terrorism, and pur-
sues nuclear weapons. Our nations must 
not pretend that the people of these coun-
tries prefer their own enslavement. We 
must stand with reformers and dissidents 
and civil society organizations and hasten 
the day when the people of these nations 
can determine their own future and choose 
their own leaders. These people may not 
gain their liberty overnight, but history is 
on their side. 

Tonight I will leave India to travel to 
Pakistan, another important partner and 
friend of the United States. There was a 
time when America’s good relations with 
Pakistan would have been a source of con-
cern here in India. That day’s passed. India 
is better off because America has a close 
relationship with Pakistan, and Pakistan is 
better off because America has a close rela-
tion with India. On my trip to Islamabad, 
I will meet with President Musharraf to 
discuss Pakistan’s vital cooperation in the 
war on terror and our efforts to foster eco-
nomic and political development so we can 
reduce the appeal of radical Islam. I be-
lieve that a prosperous, democratic Pakistan 
will be a steadfast partner for America, a 
peaceful neighbor for India, and a force 
for freedom and moderation in the Arab 
world. 

The advance for freedom is the great 
story of our time. In 1945, just 2 years 
before India achieved independence, there 
were fewer than two dozen democracies 
on Earth. Today, there are more than 100, 
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and democracies are developing and thriv-
ing from Asia to Africa to Eastern Europe 
to Latin America. The whole world can see 
that freedom is not an American value or 
an Indian value; freedom is a universal 
value, and that is because the source of 
freedom is a power greater than our own. 
As Mahatma Ghandi said, ‘‘Freedom is the 
gift of God and the right of every nation.’’ 
Let us remember those words as we head 
into the 21st century. 

In a few days, I’ll return to America, 
and I will never forget my time here in 
India. America is proud to call your democ-

racy a friend. We’re optimistic about your 
future. The great Indian poet Tagore once 
wrote, ‘‘There’s only one history—the his-
tory of man.’’ The United States and India 
go forward with faith in those words. 
There’s only one history of man—and it 
leads to freedom. 

May God bless India. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:42 p.m. at 
the Purana Qila. In his remarks, he referred 
to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of India; 
professional tennis player Sania Mirza; and 
President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. 

Remarks Following Discussions With President Pervez Musharraf of 
Pakistan and an Exchange With Reporters in Islamabad, Pakistan 
March 4, 2006 

President Musharraf. With your permis-
sion, Mr. President—ladies and gentlemen, 
it’s indeed a great day. It’s our honor, it’s 
a proud privilege for Pakistan to receive 
President Bush, Mrs. Laura Bush, the First 
Lady, and such a large delegation from the 
United States. We are extremely glad that 
this has happened and the President is in 
our midst. 

In our discussions, first of all, I expressed 
Pakistan’s deepest regrets on the very sad 
incident of the killing of a United States 
diplomat in Karachi. We know that it has 
been timed very viciously to vitiate the at-
mosphere during the President’s visit, but 
I’m very glad and I’m extremely grateful 
to the President for showing understanding 
and showing also the resolve not to let such 
terrorist acts interfere in the normal proc-
ess of our strategic cooperation. 

I also expressed Pakistan’s gratitude to 
the President for the assistance that we got 
in the relief operations and the reconstruc-
tion activity of the earthquake in our hour 
of need. I don’t think without the assistance 
of the Chinooks of United States and the 
medical teams, the hospitals, that we could 

have met the challenges of the relief oper-
ation in the earthquake. And we look for-
ward to increased involvement—or sus-
tained involvement of United States in as-
sisting us in the reconstruction activity. So, 
our extreme gratitude to United States. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Pakistan and 
United States have always had a strategic 
partnership, a strategic relationships all 
along. Today with my interaction with the 
President, we have revived and maybe fur-
ther strengthened this relationship. We 
have laid the foundations of a very strong, 
sustainable, broad-based, and a long-term 
relationship between Pakistan and United 
States. And this relationship includes, first 
of all, commencing our United States-Paki-
stan strategic dialog in an institutional man-
ner, creating an institutional methodology 
of doing that, and talking of—within this, 
talking of trade and investment, talking of 
defense relationships, cooperation in edu-
cation, and above all, cooperation in our 
fight against terrorism and extremism. 

I did express my gratitude to the Presi-
dent also for his efforts towards resolution 
of disputes in the region, to bring peace 
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into the region, and a special reference to 
the resolution of the Kashmir dispute. I 
did request the President to remain in-
volved in facilitating a resolution of all dis-
putes including, obviously, the Kashmir dis-
pute. 

Last of all, I did touch on the very 
thorny issue of the act, blasphemous act 
against our Prophet, peace be upon him. 
I did express the concerns of the Muslim 
world, in general, who condemn such acts 
and who reject the issue of justifying these 
acts in the name of freedom of press. May 
I say that the President did show concern, 
and I’m extremely grateful to him for show-
ing concern toward the sentiments of the 
Muslim world. 

In the end, I would like to say that, 
again, that I look forward to an era of co-
operation, of strategic relationships with 
you, with the United States. And may I 
add on a personal note, I look forward to 
sustaining this great friendship that I have 
developed with you, personally, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you very much again for com-
ing to Pakistan and doing us this honor 
of hosting. Thank you very much. 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank 
you. Laura and I are really glad to be here, 
and we want to thank you and Ms. 
Musharraf for your hospitality. We do have 
a good friendship. It was displayed last 
night when I got off Air Force One and 
your daughter was there to greet us. And 
that was a really kind gesture, and I thank 
you very much for that. I particularly thank 
your daughter for coming out. 

We’ve had a—we’re going to have a full 
day. We’ve just had a lengthy one-on-one 
discussion about common interests. Then 
we invited members of our Government 
in to continue our discussion. I’ll talk a 
little bit about the earthquake relief—I 
mean, the—yes, the earthquake relief in 
a minute. But I am looking forward to the 
meeting with a cross-section of Pakistani 
society, which will take place later on today, 
and I’m particularly interested in cricket. 
I understand you’ve lined up a little cricket 

exhibition for us, and maybe I’ll take the 
bat, I don’t know. We’ll see. [Laughter] 
I’m kind of getting old these days. 

Mr. President and I reaffirmed our 
shared commitment to a broad and lasting 
strategic partnership. And that partnership 
begins with close cooperation in the war 
on terror. President Musharraf made a bold 
decision for his people and for peace, after 
September the 11th, when Pakistan chose 
to fight the terrorists. The American people 
appreciate your leadership, Mr. President, 
and so do I. 

Pakistan has captured or killed hundreds 
of Al Qaida terrorists. Pakistan has lost 
brave citizens in this fight. We’re grateful 
to all who have given their lives in this 
vital cause. We honor the Pakistanis who 
continue to risk their lives to confront the 
terrorists. This week’s bombing in Karachi 
shows again the war on terror goes on. 
America mourns the loss of all killed in 
the attack. We send our condolences to 
the family of David Foy, and we send our 
condolences, as well, to the families of the 
Pakistanis who lost their lives. We’re not 
going to back down in the face of these 
killers. We’ll fight this war, and we will 
win this war together. 

Pakistan is an important partner in fight-
ing proliferation. Pakistan agreed to join the 
Container Security Initiative, an inter-
national effort to stop the spread of dan-
gerous material shipments. And I thank you 
for that, Mr. President. We’ll continue to 
work together to ensure that the world’s 
most dangerous weapons do not end up 
in the hands of the terrorists. 

We support democracy in Pakistan. 
President Musharraf understands that in 
the long run, the way to defeat terrorists 
is to replace an ideology of hatred with 
an ideology of hope. And I thank you for 
your extensive briefing today on your plans 
to spread freedom throughout your country. 
President Musharraf envisions a modern 
state that provides an alternative to radi-
calism. 
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The elections scheduled for 2007 are a 
great opportunity for Pakistan. The Presi-
dent understands these elections need to 
be open and honest. America will continue 
to working with Pakistan to lay the founda-
tions of democracy. And I appreciate your 
commitment. 

Pakistan and India now have an historic 
opportunity to work toward lasting peace. 
President Musharraf and Prime Minister 
Singh have shown themselves to be leaders 
of courage and vision. I was reflecting with 
the President how much the atmosphere 
has changed since I first became inaugu-
rated as President. You think back to 2001 
and 2002, there was a lot of tension, a 
lot of concern. And yet the President has 
stood up and led the process toward better 
understanding, better exchanges with India. 
I encourage all sides to continue to make 
progress on important issues, including 
Kashmir. 

We’re proud to help our Pakistani friends 
recover from the devastation of the earth-
quake. We just saw a film of the earth-
quake. It is staggering what the people of 
this country have been through. It is unbe-
lievable how many people lost their lives, 
how many people have lost their homes. 
And we’re proud to help. We’re proud to 
help a great Pakistan military take the lead. 
We’re proud to stand with the NGOs and 
those who deliver compassion as this coun-
try rebuilds. We stand by our commitment, 
our pledge of one-half billion dollars for 
recovery and reconstruction. 

We’re cooperating to strengthen our 
economies. I congratulate the Government 
on its strong economic growth. We are in 
the process of working on a bilateral invest-
ment treaty that will encourage foreign in-
vestment and more opportunity for the 
people of Pakistan. We strongly support the 
President’s vision of a reconstruction oppor-
tunity zone in remote areas of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. This vision means that prod-
ucts manufactured in those zones would be 
eligible for duty-free entry into the United 

States. And so we’re working to create such 
zones. 

Our idea is to continue to work with 
our strong friend and ally, work to keep 
the peace, to win the war on terror, to 
help the spread of democracy and freedom, 
and to encourage vital economic develop-
ment. 

Finally, we look forward to continuing 
to work with the President on his vision 
to make sure that education is spread 
throughout this country, particularly for 
young girls. President Musharraf briefed us 
on his education plans today, and they’re 
farsighted, and they’re visionary. The 
United States looks forward to helping you, 
sir, implement that vision. 

All in all, it’s an honor to be here. 
Thanks for your hospitality. I’m looking for-
ward to taking some questions. 

Kashmir/Pakistan-U.S. Relations 
Q. Thank you, President Musharraf. 
President Bush, in your address to the 

Asia Society, you talked about a strategic 
partnership with Pakistan, as did President 
Musharraf just now. And, of course, you 
just mentioned the bilateral investment 
treaty. Could you list some possible tan-
gible milestones in forging this relationship 
and taking it forward? And also, on Kash-
mir, what are your perceptions on how this 
can be resolved, given that you’ve met both 
the leaders of Pakistan and India now? 
Thank you. 

President Bush. The best way for Kash-
mir to be resolved is for leaders of both 
countries to step up and lead. And that’s 
exactly what President Musharraf has done, 
and that’s what Prime Minister Singh has 
assured me he wants to do, and that is 
to resolve this situation. 

Obviously, there needs to be some con-
fidence in order for the countries to go 
forward, and therefore, the confidence- 
building measures that the governments 
have taken is beginning to bear fruits, in 
my judgment—increased trade, increased 
transportation. I thought it was interesting 
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that the Indians sent supplies immediately 
upon the devastating natural disaster. In 
other words, things are—the atmosphere is 
changing. 

However, in order for a deal to get done, 
it requires commitment at the leadership 
level. And in my perspective, I’ve seen the 
commitment, and the role of the United 
States is to continue to encourage the par-
ties to come together. 

The first part of the question was tan-
gible evidence. Well, part of the tangible 
evidence of our relationship is a half-a-bil-
lion-dollars commitment to help this coun-
try rebuild; it’s the $66 million last year 
to help implement the President’s edu-
cation initiative. It is the idea of developing 
reconstruction zones—I mean, trade zones 
in remote areas so that goods manufactured 
in those zones can get duty-free access to 
the United States, on the theory that eco-
nomic vitality and economic prosperity for 
people in the remote regions of Pakistan 
will help defeat the terrorists and their 
hateful ideology. 

Sam Bodman is coming, our Secretary 
of Energy, to work with Pakistan on Paki-
stan’s energy needs. There’s a variety of 
things we can continue to cooperate on. 
Perhaps the most important one of all is 
to defeat these terrorists, some of whom 
are lodged here in Pakistan, some of whom 
have tried to kill your President. And close 
cooperation is needed to defeat them. 

Terry Hunt [Terence Hunt, Associated 
Press]. 

War on Terror 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. Presi-

dent, what would you like to see President 
Musharraf do in the war on terrorism that 
he’s not doing now? Is the United States 
getting the access and the help that it 
needs to go after Al Qaida and Usama bin 
Laden? 

President Bush. There’s a lot of work 
to be done in defeating Al Qaida. The 
President and I know that. We’ve spent 
a good while this morning talking about 

the work that needs to be done. The best 
way to defeat Al Qaida is to find—is to 
share good intelligence to locate them and 
then to be prepared to bring them to jus-
tice. So, one, the first question that I always 
ask is whether or not our intelligence shar-
ing is good enough, and we’re working on 
it to make sure it’s good enough. Intel-
ligence is gathered by—in a lot of different 
ways, but the key thing is that, one, it be 
actionable, and two, it be shared on a real- 
time basis. 

Secondly, in order for Pakistan to defend 
herself from Al Qaida, she must have 
equipment necessary to move quickly, with-
out tipping off the enemy. The President 
is training up special forces teams to do 
just that. And so while we do have a lot 
of work to be done, it’s important that we 
stay on the hunt. Part of my mission today 
was to determine whether or not the Presi-
dent is as committed as he has been in 
the past to bringing these terrorists to jus-
tice, and he is. He understands the stakes; 
he understands the responsibility; and he 
understands the need to make sure our 
strategy is able to defeat the enemy. 

Do you want to say something to that? 
President Musharraf. May I add to this, 

with your permission—the first element 
that one needs to be very clear is the inten-
tions. I think it’s very clear that the inten-
tions of Pakistan and my intentions are ab-
solutely clear that we are a very strong— 
we have a strong partnership on the issue 
of fighting terrorism. So the intentions 
should be very clear. 

Then we need to strategize. We have 
strategized. We have strategized how to 
deal with terrorism, and then strategized 
also on how to deal with extremism, which 
is very different from terrorism. So we have 
strategized both. Then we need to come 
forward to the implementation part. Now, 
the implementation has to be strong also, 
with all the resolve. We are doing that also. 
So if at all there are slippages, it is possible 
in the implementation part. But as long 
as the intention is clear, the resolve is 
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there, and the strategy is clear, we are mov-
ing forward toward to delivering, and we 
will succeed. That is what I think. Yes. 

Energy/Pakistan-U.S. Relations 
Q. My question is to President Bush. 

President Bush, you’ve talked about a stra-
tegic relationship with Pakistan. You’ve also 
talked about helping Pakistan economically, 
and you just mentioned that the Energy 
Secretary is going to be visiting Pakistan. 
So Pakistan has some general energy needs, 
and in that respect, the Iran-Pakistan-India 
gas pipeline seems to have hit some prob-
lems because of the opposition from the 
United States. So what are some specific 
options that you have to address Pakistan’s 
energy concerns? And are you working on 
offering Pakistan a civilian nuclear deal? 
Thank you. 

President Bush. As I mentioned, Sec-
retary of Energy Sam Bodman will be here 
to work with the Pakistan Government. Our 
beef with Iran is not the pipeline; our beef 
with Iran is the fact that they want to de-
velop a nuclear weapon. And I believe a 
nuclear weapon in the hands of the Ira-
nians would be very dangerous for all of 
us. It would endanger world peace. So 
we’re working very hard to convince the 
Iranians to get rid of their nuclear ambi-
tions. 

As to the civilian nuclear program, first 
of all, I understand—the President brought 
this issue up with me—that Pakistan has 
got energy needs because of a growing 
economy. And he explained to me the nat-
ural gas situation here in the country. We 
understand you need to get natural gas in 
the region, and that’s fine. 

Secondly, we discussed a civilian nuclear 
program, and I explained that Pakistan and 
India are different countries with different 
needs and different histories. So, as we pro-
ceed forward, our strategy will take in ef-
fect those well-known differences. 

Toby [Tabassum Zakaria, Reuters]. 

Democracy in Pakistan 
Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. Which one? 
Q. Both of you can address this. Some 

critics—— 
President Bush. Trying to get you a ques-

tion. [Laughter] 
Q. Some critics say that Pakistan is not 

moving quickly enough on democratic re-
forms. And moves towards democracy has 
been one of the hallmarks of your adminis-
tration. How do you respond to critics who 
say you are holding back on pressing Presi-
dent Musharraf on moves toward democ-
racy because of its help in the war on ter-
rorism? And I would also ask—— 

President Bush. Well, we discussed—we 
spent a lot of time talking about democracy 
in Pakistan, and I believe democracy is 
Pakistan’s future. And we share a strong 
commitment to democracy. I just men-
tioned in my opening address the idea of 
making sure the elections go forward in 
2007, and I discussed that with the Presi-
dent. President Musharraf has made clear 
that he intends to hold elections—I’ll let 
him speak for himself on this issue, but 
democracy has been definitely a part of 
our agenda here, as it should be. 

Secondly, one of the things that the 
President is constantly talking about is the 
ways to defeat extremism. We’re talking 
about making sure that we work closely 
to bring the terrorists to justice, but in the 
long run, he understands that extremism 
can be defeated by freedom and democracy 
and prosperity and better education. And 
we spent a lot of time strategizing on that 
subject today. 

I’ll let you speak for yourself on the sub-
ject, though, Mr. President. 

President Musharraf. Unfortunately, we 
are accused a lot on not moving forward 
on democracy. But as I understand democ-
racy, we are a—may I venture to tell you 
what we’ve done in line with democracy 
to introduce sustainable democracy in Paki-
stan. The first ingredient of democracy, I 
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believe, is the empowerment of the people. 
We have empowered the people of Pakistan 
now—they were never empowered be-
fore—by introducing a local government 
system where we have given the destiny 
of their areas for development, for welfare, 
for progress in their own hands through 
financial, political, and administrative in-
volvement. 

It also—democracy also means empower-
ment of women. It is the first time that 
we have empowered the women of Paki-
stan, by giving them a say in the political 
milieu of Pakistan. Today, there are over 
30,000 women in the political hierarchy of 
Pakistan. We have empowered the minori-
ties of Pakistan for the first time. They 
have got a joint election system, where pre-
viously they had a separate election system. 
Therefore, they have been mainstreamed 
in that every person standing for elections 
has to go to the minorities to ask for their 
votes now. Therefore, they feel more a part 
of the Pakistani culture and Pakistan soci-
ety. 

Then we have empowered also—we have 
liberated the media and the press. If you 
see this press today sitting around here, 
and the media, previously there was only 
one Pakistan television. Today, there are 
dozens of channels. All these people sitting 
around are the result of my democratization 
of Pakistan, opening the Pakistan society 
of the media—the print media and the 
electronic media, both. And they’re totally 
liberated. 

And then, finally—obviously, this is to 
do with freedom of speech and freedom 
of expression. And then, finally, is the issue 
of their having the right to vote and elect 
their own people. And that is what we do. 
Today, the Senate, the National Assembly, 
the Provincial assemblies and the—of the 

local government is there. And they’ve been 
voted through absolute—franchise in a free 
and fair manner. 

So, therefore, may I say that we have 
introduced the essence of democracy now 
in Pakistan. It has been done now. It 
never—all these things never existed be-
fore. What maybe you are talking of is 
merely the label, which probably you are 
inferring on to my uniform. Indeed, and 
without saying that you are inferring to it, 
yes, indeed, that is an issue which needs 
to be addressed. And I will follow constitu-
tional norms. Even now I am following 
constitutional norms where I have been al-
lowed to wear this uniform until 2007— 
being in uniform as the President of Paki-
stan. Beyond 2007, yes, indeed, this is an 
issue which has to be addressed, and it 
has to be addressed according to the Con-
stitution of Pakistan. And I will never vio-
late the Constitution of Pakistan. 

So let me assure you that democracy will 
prevail. Sustainable democracy has been in-
troduced in Pakistan and will prevail in 
Pakistan, especially beyond 2007. Long an-
swer. 

President Bush. Yes. Good job—impor-
tant answer. 

President Musharraf. Thank you very 
much. 

President Bush. Very good job. Thank 
you again, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. at 
the Aiwan-e-Sadr. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Sehba Musharraf, wife, and Ayla 
Raza, daughter, of President Musharraf; 
David Foy, a U.S. State Department official 
who was killed in a terrorist attack in Karachi, 
Pakistan, on March 2; and Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh of India. 
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Remarks Prior to Discussions With Members of the Community in 
Islamabad 
March 4, 2006 

Secretary Rice and Ambassador Crocker 
and I want to thank members from the 
civil society and Members of Parliament 
for joining us. My trip to Pakistan is a 
really important trip. Pakistan is a strategic 
partner and a friend of the United States. 

I want to thank those of you who have 
come to share with me and the Secretary 
and the Ambassador your thoughts about 
how the United States can better work with 
the people of Pakistan. 

One of the signs of a modern society 
is the empowerment of women. And I want 
to thank the women who have joined us 
here today to share your thoughts. And 

we’ve got the head of a bank; we’ve got 
a Member of Parliament; we’ve got edu-
cators, heads of NGOs, businesspeople, that 
are all here to help us better understand 
the Pakistan society and how we can better 
interrelate. 

Part of becoming closer friends is to lis-
ten, listen to concerns and to share our 
thoughts on common values. So we really 
want to thank you for being here. And 
thank you for your gracious hospitality to 
your country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. at 
the U.S. Embassy. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Pervez 
Musharraf of Pakistan: United States-Pakistan Strategic Partnership 
March 4, 2006 

President Bush and President Musharraf 
have affirmed the long-term, strategic part-
nership between their two countries. In 
2004, the United States acknowledged its 
aspirations for closer bilateral ties with 
Pakistan by designating Pakistan as a Major 
Non-NATO Ally. The U.S.-Pakistan stra-
tegic partnership is based on the shared 
interests of the United States and Pakistan 
in building stable and sustainable democ-
racy and in promoting peace and security, 
stability, prosperity, and democracy in 
South Asia and across the globe. 

The two leaders are determined to 
strengthen the foundation for a strong, sta-
ble, and enduring relationship. This will re-
quire a significant expansion of U.S.-Paki-
stan bilateral economic ties, including mu-
tual trade and investment. As a key step 
in this direction the United States and Paki-
stan are making meaningful progress to-

ward concluding a Bilateral Investment 
Treaty. 

Both leaders commit to working together 
with Afghanistan to make Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan a land bridge linking the eco-
nomic potentials of South Asia and Central 
Asia. 

The American people feel profound sym-
pathy for the victims of the tragic earth-
quake that struck on October 8, 2005. 
President Bush reaffirmed the United 
States’ determination to stand by the Paki-
stani people as they recover and rebuild. 

President Bush and President Musharraf 
reaffirm their condemnation of terrorism in 
all its forms and manifestations. Following 
the September 11 attacks, the United 
States and Pakistan joined international ef-
forts to fight the scourge of terrorism. 
President Bush is grateful for President 
Musharraf’s strong and vital support in the 
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