AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Mar. 28

In all these challenges and accomplish-
ments, I have relied on Andy’s wise coun-
sel, his calm in crisis, his absolute integrity,
and his tireless commitment to public serv-
ice. Andy is respected by his colleagues
for his humility, his decency, and his
thoughtfulness. They have looked to him
as a leader and a role model, and they,
like me, will miss him.

On most days, Andy is the first one to
arrive in the West Wing and among the
last to leave. And during those long days
over many years, I've come to know Andy
as more than my Chief of Staff. He is leav-
ing the White House, but he will always
be my friend. Laura and I have known
Andy and his wife, Kathi, for more than
20 years, and our close friendship will con-
tinue.

With me today is Joshua Bolten, who
will be the new White House Chief of
Staff. Josh is a man with broad experience,
having worked on Capitol Hill and Wall
Street and the White House staff and for
nearly 3 years as a Director of the Office
of Management and Budget. Josh is a cre-
ative policy thinker. He’s an expert on the
budget and our economy. He’s respected

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting

March 28, 2006

Good morning. We've just finished our
third Cabinet meeting of this year. I want
to thank my Cabinet members for joining
us. We talked about the war on terror. We
talked about a war on terror that requires
all of us involved in Government to re-
spond and to protect America and help
spread freedom.

My Cabinet officials obviously have got
many responsibilities in their agencies, but
we talked about their need to assume addi-
tional responsibilities to make sure that
were using every element of national

by Members of Congress from both parties.
He’s a strong advocate for effective ac-
countable management in the Federal Gov-
ernment.

He’s a man of candor and humor and
directness, who’s comfortable with responsi-
bility and knows how to lead. No person
is better prepared for this important posi-
tion, and I'm honored that Josh has agreed
to serve.

The next 3 years will demand much of
those who serve our country. We have a
global war to fight and win. We have great
opportunities to expand the prosperity and
compassion of America. We've come far as
a nation, yet there’s a lot on the road
ahead. I'm honored to have served with
Andrew Card. T've got great confidence in
my next Chief of Staff.

Congratulations, Josh.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:31 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of Chief
of Staff Card and Chief of Staff-designate
Bolten.

power to win the war on terror and to
secure the peace.

This morning we had briefings from
General Abizaid, Ambassador Khalilzad,
and General Casey. We heard from the
Ambassador about work toward a unity gov-
ernment. I'm pleased to hear from Zal that
the Iraqis are now back at the table dis-
cussing the formation of a government, the
process by which they will conduct a gov-
emment once a unity government is
formed, as well as, obviously, beginning to
continue to—or continuing to discuss who
will fill the key slots in the government.
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We also heard from General Abizaid as
well as General Casey, who reported on
the ongoing efforts to win this war on ter-
ror, to defeat the enemy all around General
Abizaid’s theater of responsibility, as well
as defeat the enemy in the central front
in the war on terror, which is Iraq.

I appreciate very much General Pace
joining us today as well. These leaders,
folks on the ground who know the condi-
tion on the ground, recognize this is hard
work, but they also report on steady
progress that we’'re making toward meeting
our important goals—important goal is to
make sure Iraq is a democracy that can
sustain herself, defend herself, and is not
a safe haven for the terrorists.

Tomorrow I'm going to deliver a third
in a series of speeches about the situation
in Iraq. During Saddam Hussein’s brutal
rule, he exploited the ethnic and religious
diversity of Iraq by setting communities
against one another. And now the terrorists
and former regime elements are doing the
same; theyre trying to set off a civil war
through acts of sectarian violence. But the
United States and our Iragi forces cannot
be defeated militarily. The only thing the
Iraqi insurgents, as well as the terrorists,
can possibly do is to cause us to lose our
nerve and retreat, to withdraw.

I'm going to discuss how the Iraqgi people
and our coalition continue to work together
to build a stable and free and prosperous
Iraq. I'll remind the people we're not going
to lose our nerve. The stakes are high; we
will complete this mission. Our strategy for

Interview With CNN Espanol
March 28, 2006

White House Chief of Staff

Q. Thank you for the interview. A very
busy day at the White House, so I have
to ask you, you accepted the resignation
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rebuilding Iraq is comprehensive, and it in-
cludes a commitment from all parts of the
Federal Government.

Secretary Rice encouraged our Cabinet
members to build relationships with their
counterparts in Iraq once the new Iraqi
Government is formed, and I expect them
to follow through on that—on their com-
mitments. See, by making a broad commit-
ment from the Federal Government, we’ll
help the Iraqis establish a democracy, we’ll
help them build the institutions necessary
for a stable society, and we’ll help defeat
the terrorists.

Today was the—today two members of
my Cabinet—we had the honor—a chance
to honor two members of my Cabinet who
won’t be with us much longer: Secretary
of the Interior Gale Norton and Chief of
Staff Andy Card. These two folks have
served our country with distinction and
honor. I am proud to work side by side
with them, and I'm proud to call them

friend. Thank you all very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Gen. John P. Abizaid,
USA, commander, U.S. Central Command;
Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force—
Iraq; Gen. Peter Pace, USMC, Chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Staff; and former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

of Andrew Card today—is this a sign of
a major shakeup at the White House?

The President. No, it’s a sign of a fellow
who has worked 5% years. He’s here every
morning early in the morning; he stays late;
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