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achieve a national objective. And that ob-
jective is to make sure that the United
States of America remains the economic
leader of the world, for the good of our
people. And it recognizes that we have got
to educate our children now for the skill
sets necessary for tomorrow. And this is
a better place—there’s no better place to
talk about that—and there is no better

place to talk about that right here at Park-
land Magnet Middle School for Aerospace
Technology.

Thanks for letting us come by. God bless.

NortE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Statement on the Resignation of H. James Towey as Director of the Office
of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives

April 18, 2006

Jim Towey is a dedicated public servant
who has served as a vital member of my
administration for more than 4 vyears.
Under his leadership, the Office of Faith-
Based and Community Initiatives has ap-
plied the compassion of America to help
solve some of our most challenging prob-
lems. His office has held 23 conferences
around the country, assisting tens of thou-
sands among America’s armies of compas-
sion. Eleven Federal departments and
agencies now have Centers for Faith-Based
and Community Initiatives that are building

upon and expanding their good works in
neighborhoods across the country.

Throughout his life, Jim has worked for
Democrats and Republicans as an advocate
for those in need. He served as Mother
Teresa’s legal counsel for many years. His
work on behalf of the poor and the sick
has improved lives. I admire Jim for his
compassion, his faith, and his sense of
humor. He is a man of great integrity, and
I thank him for his service. Laura and I
wish Jim, Mary, and the Towey family all
the best.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Governors Who Traveled to Kuwait,

Iraq, and Afghanistan
April 19, 2006

The President. 1 just had breakfast with
four Governors who have returned from
Kuwait, Iraq, and Afghanistan. I invited
Secretary Rice and Secretary Rumsfeld, as
well as Steve Hadley and Josh Bolten, to
breakfast so that we could hear from these
Governors.

First of all, I want to thank the four
of them for traveling overseas. I particularly
want to thank them for going to see our
men and women who are helping secure

freedom and peace. I thank them for send-
ing a message from home that we care
about them—that we care about our troops;
that we’ll support our troops; that we ap-
preciate the fact that people are willing to
make sacrifices.

I assured them that our goal in Afghani-
stan and Iraq is victory. And victory will
be achieved when there is a democracy in
both countries that are able to sustain itself

and defend itself.
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