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your chance. Apply yourself in the fields 
that we know are necessary to be able to 
compete in the 21st century, and we’ll help 
you more.’’ 

And then third, we’ve got what’s called 
SMART grants. Now, these grants are for 
college students, third- and fourth-year col-
lege students who have maintained a 3.0 
GPA and who major in math, science, or 
critical foreign languages. What we’re trying 
to do is to make sure that people have 
got that skill set, and it makes sense to 
provide incentives for people. And by the 
way, these grants will be up to an additional 
$4,000 per person. 

So the Federal Government needs to 
play a vital role. One, a vital role is to 
set the goals and strategies, to make it clear 
to the American people we’ve got a choice 
to make: Do we compete or do we retreat; 
do we become isolationists and protection-
ists as a nation, or do we remain a con-
fident nation and lead the world? 

The Federal Government has got a role 
in making sure that there’s research dollars 
available for places like Tuskegee. The Fed-
eral Government has got a role to provide 
incentive for private corporations to con-
tinue to invest in research and develop-
ment. 

I want to remind you that the research 
being done today in this university will end 
up somewhere in our society 10, 20, or 
30 years from now. That’s what’s hap-

pening. And at the same time, that research 
is helping a young man or woman realize 
his or her dream, making sure that person 
gets the skill sets necessary to become the 
leaders. 

We should never cede any educational 
territory to anybody anywhere in the world. 
We need to be the centers of excellence 
all around the United States. And one way 
to do that is to continue to provide financial 
help and to encourage people to take math 
and science through additional financial 
help. And another way to do it is to make 
sure the public school system provides ex-
cellent education early in a child’s life, lay-
ing that foundation for children from all 
walks of life, all across our country, so that 
we can continue to be the country of hope. 

I am very confident about the future of 
this country. There’s nothing we can’t do 
if we don’t put our mind to it. And this 
is a step in putting our mind to making 
sure the United States of America is the 
finest country on the face of the Earth. 
I’m honored to be at one of the finest 
institutions in the United States of America 
to talk about this initiative. Thanks for let-
ting me come. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. in 
the Kellogg Conference Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Benjamin Franklin 
Payton, president, Tuskegee University; and 
Gov. Bob Riley of Alabama. 

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for President Hu Jintao of China 
April 20, 2006 

Good morning. Laura and I are pleased 
to welcome President Hu Jintao and his 
wife, Madam Liu, to the White House. 

The United States and China are two 
nations divided by a vast ocean yet con-
nected through a global economy that has 
created opportunity for both our peoples.  

The United States welcomes the emergence 
of a China that is peaceful and prosperous 
and that supports international institutions. 
As stakeholders in the international system, 
our two nations share many strategic inter-
ests. President Hu and I will discuss how 
to advance those interests and how China 
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and the United States can cooperate re-
sponsibly with other nations to address 
common challenges. 

Our two nations share an interest in ex-
panding free and fair trade, which has in-
creased the prosperity of both the Amer-
ican people and the Chinese people. Trade 
in goods between our two nations has 
grown to $285 billion a year, and U.S. ex-
ports to China grew nearly 21 percent in 
last year alone. Our trade relationship can 
become even stronger as China adopts poli-
cies that allow U.S. companies to compete 
in China with the same freedom that Chi-
nese companies are able to compete here 
in the United States. So we welcome Chi-
na’s commitments to increase domestic de-
mand, to reform its pension system, to ex-
pand market access for U.S. goods and 
services, to improve enforcement of intel-
lectual property rights, and to move toward 
a flexible, market-based exchange rate for 
its currency. These policies will benefit the 
Chinese people and are consistent with 
being a responsible member of the inter-
national economic system and a leader in 
the World Trade Organization. 

Prosperity depends on security, so the 
United States and China share a strategic 
interest in enhancing security for both our 
peoples. We intend to deepen our coopera-
tion in addressing threats to global security, 
including the nuclear ambitions of Iran; the 
genocide in Darfur, Sudan; the violence un-
leashed by terrorists and extremists; and the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. 

I appreciate China’s role as host of the 
six-party talks, which will be successful only 
if North Korea makes the right strategic 
decision: to abandon all its nuclear weapons 
and existing nuclear programs as pledged 
to the other five parties. I will continue 
to seek President Hu’s advice and coopera-
tion and urge his nation to use its consider-
able influence with North Korea to make 
meaningful progress toward a Korean Pe-
ninsula that is free of nuclear weapons. 

The natural world also generates threats 
to international security, and the United 
States and China share a strategic interest 
in meeting these challenges as well. We 
will continue to cooperate to fight avian 
flu and other pandemic diseases. We will 
continue to cooperate to respond to natural 
disasters. We will continue to cooperate to 
develop alternatives to fossil fuels. New 
technologies can drive economic growth on 
both sides of the Pacific and help us be-
come better stewards of our natural re-
sources. 

As the relationship between our two na-
tions grows and matures, we can be candid 
about our disagreements. I’ll continue to 
discuss with President Hu the importance 
of respecting human rights and freedoms 
of the Chinese people. China has become 
successful because the Chinese people 
are—experience the freedom to buy and 
to sell and to produce. And China can grow 
even more successful by allowing the Chi-
nese people the freedom to assemble, to 
speak freely, and to worship. 

The United States will also be candid 
about our policy toward Taiwan. The 
United States maintains our ‘‘one China’’ 
policy based on the three communiques 
and the Taiwan Relations Act. We oppose 
unilateral changes in the status quo in the 
Taiwan Strait by either side, and we urge 
all parties to avoid confrontational or pro-
vocative acts. And we believe the future 
of Taiwan should be resolved peacefully. 

The United States and China will con-
tinue to build on our common interests; 
we will address our differences in a spirit 
of mutual respect. We have made progress 
in building a relationship that is candid and 
cooperative, and President Hu’s visit will 
further that progress. 

And so, Mr. President, welcome to the 
White House. We’re really glad you’re 
here. I’m looking forward to our meetings, 
and I’m so thrilled to welcome Madam Liu 
as well. Thank you for coming. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 9:44 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House, where 
President Hu was accorded a formal wel-
come with full military honors. In his re-
marks, President Bush referred to Liu 

Yongqing, wife of President Hu. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of President 
Hu. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
April 20, 2006 

President Bush. The President and I will 
make opening statements. We’ll be glad to 
answer two questions from each side. 

Mr. President, welcome. We’ve just had 
yet another constructive dialog. I enjoy my 
visits with President Hu. He tells me what 
he thinks, and I tell him what I think, 
and we do so with respect. 

China has important relations with the 
United States. We, obviously, have com-
mercial relations that are important. We’re 
working on issues like Iran and Sudan. 
We’ve got a mutual interest in seeing that 
the Korean Peninsula is nuclear weapons- 
free. We spent time talking about Taiwan, 
and I assured the President my position 
has not changed. I do not support inde-
pendence for Taiwan. 

We don’t agree on everything, but we’re 
able to discuss our disagreements in a spirit 
of friendship and cooperation. So it’s a very 
important relationship. 

And, Mr. President, thank you for your 
frankness and for our discussions. 

President Hu. To begin with, I would 
like to thank President Bush for his kind 
invitation and the generous hospitality ac-
corded to me. And just now I had a prag-
matic and constructive dialog with Presi-
dent Bush, and during that meeting, Presi-
dent Bush and I had in-depth exchange 
of views on the China-U.S. relationship and 
major regional, as well as international, 
issues of mutual interest. 

We have reached important agreement 
at the meeting. We both agreed that under 

the new circumstances, given the inter-
national situation here, that China and the 
United States share extensive, common 
strategic interests, and there is a broad 
prospect for the mutually beneficial co-
operation between the two countries. A 
good China-U.S. relationship is of strategic 
significance to the maintenance and pro-
motion of peace, stability, and development 
in the Asia-Pacific region and in the world 
at large. 

We both agreed to view and address the 
bilateral relationship from a strategic and 
long-term perspective, and we both agreed 
to comprehensively move forward the con-
structive and cooperative China-U.S. rela-
tionship in the 21st century, to the benefits 
of the Chinese and American peoples and 
peoples around the world. 

And during the meeting, I stressed the 
importance of the Taiwan question to Mr. 
President. Taiwan is an inalienable part of 
Chinese territory, and we maintain consist-
ently that under the basis of the ‘‘one 
China’’ principle, we are committed to safe-
guard peace and stability in the Taiwan 
Straits, and to the promotion of the im-
provement and development of the cross- 
straits relations. We have the utmost sin-
cerity, and we will do this to our utmost, 
with all sincerity, to strive for the prospect 
of peaceful reunification. This being said, 
we will by no means allow Taiwan inde-
pendence. 

President Bush gave us his understanding 
of the Chinese concerns. He reiterated the 
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