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professional competence, and judicial tem-
perament.” In the past, leading Democratic
Senators have called the ABA’s rating sys-
tem the “gold standard” for judicial nomi-
nees.

During this week’s hearings and over the
course of his career, Judge Alito has dem-
onstrated that he is eminently qualified to
serve on our Nation’s highest Court. I'm
grateful to Senator Arlen Specter for his
superb work in chairing the hearings. I also
thank Judge Alito’s wife, Martha, and the
Alito children for their patience and dignity
during the confirmation process.

Now the Senate has a duty to give Judge
Alito a prompt up-or-down vote. I look for-
ward to the Senate voting to confirm Sam
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Alito as 110th Justice of the Supreme
Court. America is fortunate to have a man
of his intellect and integrity willing to serve,
and as a Justice on our Nation’s highest
Court, Sam Alito will make all Americans
proud.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8 a.m.
on January 13 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
January 14. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
January 13 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks to Reporters Following a Visit to the National Archives and

Records Administration
January 16, 2006

It seems fitting on Martin Luther King
Day that I come and look at the Emanci-
pation Proclamation in its original form.
Abraham Lincoln recognized that all men
are created equal. Martin Luther King lived
on that admonition to call our country to
a higher calling, and today we celebrate
the life of an American who called Ameri-
cans to account when we didn’t live up
to our ideals.

Allen, thanks for having me. I would
strongly recommend our fellow citizens
come to this house of archives, a house

Remarks at Georgetown University’s *

January 16, 2006

Thank you all. Thanks for the kind intro-
duction, and thanks for the invitation to
be here. It’s an honor to join you on this
national holiday celebrating one of Amer-

that archives a lot of our important docu-
ments. It’s really an amazing place; it’s real-
ly fascinating. I appreciate you and your
staff—thanking you.

All right, thank you all. See you later
today.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. in the
East Rotunda Gallery. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Archivist of the United States Allen
Weinstein. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

‘Let Freedom Ring” Celebration

ica’s most important lives, Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Every year on this day, we reflect on
the great movement for civil rights that
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transformed our country. We remember
leaders like Rosa Parks, who today is being
honored with the John Thompson, Jr., Leg-
acy of a Dream Award. And we recommit
ourselves to working for the dream that
Martin Luther King gave his life for: an
America where the dignity of every person
is respected, where people are judged not
by the color of their skin—by the content
of their character, and where the hope of
a better tomorrow is in every neighborhood
in this country.

I'm sorry Laura is not with me. She’s
leading a delegation to Liberia for the
swearing-in of President Johnson Sirleaf,
who, by the way, is the first elected woman
President on the continent of Africa.

I want to thank Dr. DeGioia and the
good folks at Georgetown University. I
want to thank the members of my Cabinet
who are here. By the way, Condoleezza
Rice is not here, because she’s with Laura.
[Laughter] T want to thank Majority Leader
Bill Frist and his wife, Karyn, other Mem-
bers of Congress who are here. I appreciate
Bruce Gordon, the president of the
NAACP, for his strong leadership.

It is such an honor always to be in the
presence of Dorothy Height. And I want
to thank Tiffany Thompson for being here
to represent her good dad—wondering
where your brother was. [Laughter]
DeGioia hired him, and he’s working.
[Laughter] Thank you all for being here.

When our Founders declared America’s
independence, they invoked the self-evident
truth that all men are created equal. Our
Constitution was written to put the prin-
ciples of a free and equal society into prac-
tice. It is a living document. It required
amendment to make sure that promise was
fulfilled, amendments like the abolishment
of slavery, the guarantee of equal protec-
tion, and the right to vote for all Ameri-
cans. Dr. King called these documents
America’s great “Charters of Freedom,”
and he continued to trust in their power
even when the practice of America did not
live up to their promise.

As children of the South, Martin Luther
King and Rosa Parks both came to the civil
rights movement with long personal experi-
ence of the evils of discrimination and seg-
regation. Dr. King called the daily humilia-
tions endured by black Americans “the jan-
gling discords of our Nation.” And Rosa
Parks famously experienced it when that
bus driver had her arrested for refusing
his order to give up her seat to a white
man.

But Mrs. Parks and Dr. King shared a
deep belief in a hopeful future. They
strongly believed that segregation could not
stand once it was held up to the light in
all its ugliness. And because of their spirit
and their work, the cruelty and humiliation
of Jim Crow is a thing of the past.

As well, Martin Luther King, Jr., and
Mrs. Parks’s faith in the future reflected
their faith in a Higher Being. Martin Lu-
ther King and Mrs. Parks both believed
that the answer to hate and discrimination
was love. Dr. King once wrote, “It is quite
easy for me to think of a God of love,
mainly because I grew up in a family where
love was central and where lovely relation-
ships were ever-present.” Mrs. Parks was
a devout member all her life of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church and a woman
who saw the face of God in every human
being. These two leaders knew that free-
dom was not a grant of government but
a gift from the Author of All Life.

So when they made their appeal to equal
rights, they aimed straight for America’s
soul, and they roused the dozing conscience
of a complacent nation. By calling us to
be true to our founding promise of equal-
ity, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Mrs. Parks
helped African Americans gain their God-
given rights.

As leaders, Martin Luther King and Mrs.
Parks believed their calling was to be in-
volved, to be active, to work for change.
Long before Mrs. Parks refused to move
from her bus seat, she’d been active in
community efforts to advance opportunities
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for African Americans and to register them
to vote.

At the dawn of this new century, Amer-
ica can be proud of the progress we have
made toward equality, but we all must rec-
ognize we have more to do. The reason
to honor Martin Luther King is to remem-
ber his strength of character and his leader-
ship but also to remember the remaining
work. The reason to honor Mrs. Parks is
not only to pay homage to her strength
of character but to remember the ideal of
active citizenship. Active citizens in the
1960s struggled hard to convince Congress
to pass civil rights legislation that ensured
the rights of all, including the right to vote.
And Congress must renew the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.

Martin Luther King did not live to cele-
brate his 40th birthday. Yet in the short
time he walked wupon this earth, he
preached that all the powers of evil are

ultimately no match for one individual
armed with eternal truths. And one
evening, on a bus ride home from work,
a tired but brave woman named Rosa Parks
proved that Dr. King was right.

And so today we honor Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King and Rosa Parks. We ask for
God’s blessings on their legacy, and we ask
for God’s blessings on our great Nation.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. at
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts. In his remarks, he referred to
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia;
John J. DeGioia, president, Georgetown Uni-
versity; civil rights leader Dorothy I. Height;
and former Georgetown University head
men’s basketball coach John Thompson, Jr.,
and his daughter, Tiffany, and son, John
Thompson II1.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt of

Belgium
January 17, 2006

President Bush. Youre probably won-
dering what the Prime Minister is sharing
with me. First of all, welcome. We're talk-
ing mountain biking; actually, he’s talking
about the Tour de France. He’s a huge
advocate and a follower of the bike scene
around the world. He’s also an avid moun-
tain biker, and one of these days, he and
I are going to ride. He’s going to give me
a lesson on how to ride a mountain bike.

First of all, welcome. Thanks for the
wide-ranging discussion. I've been honored
to know Guy for a long period of time.
We have got a close relationship. And we
talked about the importance of transatlantic
relations, about how it's important for the
United States to work with the European
Union to reach common objectives and to
help work together to make this world a
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more peaceful place and a better place for
people.

We talked about bilateral relations, and
the Prime Minister brought up an anti-
quated tax treaty that he believes needs
to be looked at by our Government in
order to facilitate trade between Belgium
and the United States.

We talked about Africa, in particular, the
Congo. And I want to thank you for your
leadership, Mr. Prime Minister, on this very
important issue. I told the Prime Minister
my Government would work very closely
with the Belgium Government to help the
people of the Congo realize their full po-
tential.

We had a wide-ranging discussion, as to
be expected among friends, and it’s been
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