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is water. And when I was out there in 
California, I visited the California Fuel Cell 
Partnership and saw buses and cars and 
SUVs that are driving on the highways out 
there powered by hydrogen. And the re-
search and development money that we 
have spent has lowered the cost of hydro-
gen fuel cells; it’s helped make them light-
er. In other words, there’s an industry com-
ing, and it’s an industry that will enable 
consumers to drive to work, just like we’re 
doing today, but not rely on foreign sources 
of oil. 

What I’m describing to you today is a 
strategy that recognizes the realities of the 
world in which we live. Our dependency 
on oil has created economic security issues 
for us and national security issues for us. 
And therefore, this country must use our 
brainpower and entrepreneurial spirit to di-
versify away from the hydrocarbon econ-
omy. You all have known this a lot longer 
than most Americans. You’ve known that 
we’ve needed to have this strategy, and 
that’s why you’re on the forefront of incred-
ible changes that are taking place in this 
country. 

You know, there’s no doubt in my mind 
that one of these days, instead of people 
driving up to a gas station, they’re going 
to be going up to a fueling station. And 
they’ll be able to have choices to choose 

from. Got a hydrogen-powered car, you’ll 
be able to have that choice. If you want 
85 percent, maybe someday 100 percent 
ethanol, that will be an option available too. 

We owe it to the American people to 
be aggressive on price gouging now. We 
owe it to the American people to be pro-
moting alternative ways to drive their car 
so as to make us less dependent on foreign 
sources of oil. We owe it to the American 
people to be aggressive in the use of tech-
nology so we can diversify away from the 
hydrocarbon society. And that’s precisely 
what we’re doing, and I’m glad to stand 
with you. 

I appreciate your work for the United 
States of America. Thank you for letting 
me come by and talk to you, and may God 
bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. at 
the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Robert M. Dinneen, 
president and chief executive officer, Renew-
able Fuels Association; Prime Minister Tony 
Blair of the United Kingdom; and President 
Jalal Talabani, Speaker of Parliament 
Mahmoud al-Mashhadani, and Prime Min-
ister-designate Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. 

Remarks Following a Briefing on the War on Terror 
April 25, 2006 

I want to thank the leadership of the 
United States Senate for joining me today. 
We have just been briefed from Baghdad 
about the formation of the unity Govern-
ment. Not everybody around this table has 
agreed with certain aspects of this war on 
Iraq, but all of us agree that the formation 
of the unity Government is a very impor-
tant moment in the history of a new Iraq. 

I want to thank the Members for their 
strong support of our diplomatic mission 
and the United States military, who are en-
gaged in heroic efforts to help this young 
country succeed. We’re on our way to vic-
tory. 

We’ve got more work to do. But the 
people—our troops need to know, and 
those working in the field need to know, 
there is a bipartisan desire for us to be 

15 2010 13:51 Jun 03, 2010 Jkt 211656 PO 00000 Frm 00806 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\211656.017 211656



807 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Apr. 25 

successful in this very important theater in 
the war on terror. 

I want to thank you, Senators, for com-
ing. I appreciate your time. Thank you for 
your interest in this vital subject. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:24 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 

Remarks on Presenting the Commander in Chief’s Trophy to the United 
States Naval Academy Midshipmen 
April 25, 2006 

Thank you. Be seated. Welcome to the 
White House. For you Navy fans, it’s wel-
come to the White House again. [Laughter] 
I am so honored to welcome the Mid-
shipmen from the United States Naval 
Academy here to the Rose Garden, and 
I congratulate you for winning your third 
straight Commander in Chief Trophy. 

I also want to announce that Coach 
Johnson is now a member of the White 
House Frequent Visitors Club. [Laughter] 

I appreciate, like a lot of Americans, the 
football rivalry between our military acad-
emies. It’s truly one of the country’s great 
traditions. 

This season the Midshipmen have pretty 
well handled that rivalry in good shape, 
set a good standard by winning their games 
against the Air Force and the Army. But 
the greatest achievement for the Mid-
shipmen will be when they join their coun-
terparts from West Point and Colorado 
Springs to help us win the war on terror. 
So we’re glad you all are here. 

I’m particularly pleased to see members 
of the Naval Academy Board of Visitors 
who are also in the United States Congress, 
starting with Congressman Steny Hoyer. 
Thank you for coming, Steny. Congressman 
Mike McIntyre, proudly wearing that Navy 
hat; Congressman John Kline; as well, we 
have Congressman Ben Cardin. Thank you 
all for coming; proud you’re here. 

I appreciate the Secretary of the Navy, 
Don Winter, is with us. Mr. Secretary, 
thank you for coming. Admiral Ed 

Giambastiani—and for those of you who 
don’t speak English too well, we call him 
Admiral G—happens to be the Vice Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and a fine 
man. 

Vice Admiral—I mean, Admiral Mike 
Mullen, Chief of Naval Operations—we’re 
proud you’re here, Admiral Mullen. Thanks 
for the job you’re doing. As well as Vice 
Admiral Rod Rempt—Rod, it’s good to see 
you. Thank you for your service. 

I appreciate the members of the Naval 
Academy football team who are here. I 
thank the members of the Naval Academy 
coaching staff who are here, particularly the 
head coach, who seems to have done a 
pretty good job. Might deserve a little pay 
raise if I might make a suggestion, you 
know what I’m saying? [Laughter] I don’t 
know if you agree with that or not, Coach? 
Yes. [Laughter] 

This team is a source of great pride for 
the brigade of Midshipmen and Navy fans 
everywhere. It will hold a special place in 
Navy football history. Nothing like making 
history. 

This team showed great resilience. After 
losing its first two games in heartbreaking 
fashion, the team went on to win 8 of the 
next 10, and 5 of those were come-from- 
behind wins. 

It took a little bit to be a Navy fan this 
year, a little patience, a little faith. But 
the faith paid off. The Poinsettia Bowl vic-
tory in San Diego was the first time a Navy 
team has ever won bowl games in back- 
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