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President, because believe it or not, I want
to work with you. These are times that
are going to be very challenging. We've
got a lot of big issues ahead, and we've
got a lot of important things that all of
us are going to be covering together.

And T am very excited, and I can’t wait.
And T want to thank you, Mr. President,
for the honor, and thank all you guys for

your forbearance. And I look forward to
working with you.
Thanks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. in
the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at
the White House. In his remarks, he referred
to Jill Snow, wife of Tony Snow, and their
children, Kendall, Kristin, and Robbie.
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I was going to say, thank you, Laura,
for those kind remarks. [Laughter] Please
be seated. Thank you all. Welcome.

This is one of the great afternoons for
Laura and me. We love to recognize our
teachers. We really appreciate you coming.
Actually, this is an annual event started by
Harry Truman. And I'm glad to be a part
of a tradition here at the White House,
saying thanks to our teachers.

I admire teachers and like teachers so
much, I married one. [Laughter] Laura is
a great advocate for literacy and a strong
supporter for America’s teachers, and I'm
really proud to have her by my side during
these unbelievable times and this great ex-
perience of serving our country—other than
being a fine introducer. [Laughter]

The thing I like about teaching is, teach-
ing is such an optimistic profession. I know
when teachers look out at their classrooms,
you see more than a child at play or at
study. You're able to see a child with big
dreams and big hopes. You see future doc-
tors and scientists and entrepreneurs and
inventors, and I hope you see even a teach-
er or two.

You dedicated your lives to the formation
of young minds. You're giving our children
the skills they need to succeed in life and
equally important, the courage and the
drive to realize those dreams. Our Nation
is grateful for your hard work. We appre-

ciate what you do, and we are honored
you're here at the White House.

I want to thank our Secretary of Edu-
cation, Margaret Spellings. She’s been a
long-time friend. She believes strongly in
the classroom teacher, and she believes in
the potential of every child.

I'm pleased to recognize Senator Sam
Brownback, for the State of Kansas. Wel-
come. I'm glad youre here—and his wife,
Mary; thank you for coming. As well as
Congressman Dennis Moore from Kansas
and Stephene, thank you all for taking time
to honor the teachers who are here.

I appreciate the National Teacher of the
Year Finalists: Sam Bennett from Florida—
say hello to the Governor—[laughter]—Ron
Poplau of Kansas—no wonder you all are
here—and Susan Barnard of Washington
State. We're really glad you're here. Con-
gratulations on setting such a fine example.

Everybody here has been introduced to
Kim Oliver, but you haven’t met her par-
ents, Vincent and Veronica. Thank you all
very much—brothers, cousins, and signifi-
cant other. [Laughter]

I want to thank all the Teachers of the
Year from around our country who are
here. I really—Laura and I really enjoyed
having our picture with you. It’s just a brief
moment to say thanks. But nevertheless,
it’'s thanks from the bottom of our hearts.
And it really means a lot you're here.
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I thank Dr. Tom Houlihan, who is the
executive director of the Council of Chief
State School Officers. That’s one of the
sponsoring organizations. Thank you for
your service, Tom.

Margery Mayer, of the Scholastic Edu-
cation—Scholastic Inc. I want to thank
Margery for being here. That’s also a spon-
soring organization of this event.

Kathleen Murphy is the president of
ING, is here with us, as well as Tom
Waldron, who is the executive vice presi-
dent. These are the sponsoring groups of
this important occasion.

I also want to thank the chief state
school officers who are with us. Good to
see you all. Nice going. Hiring and pro-
moting good teachers is a really important
part of your job. I want you to know that
we know that being a teacher is difficult
work. It’s a hard job. It’s a job that requires
compassion and determination and extraor-
dinary patience. And as Laura hinted, or
maybe didn’t hint, I was probably one of
those kind that tested your patience.
[Laughter]

You're helping young people to learn the
basics of reading and writing and adding
and subtracting. You're serving as mentors
and, probably most importantly, as role
models. You help kindle young imagina-
tions, and you inspire a love of learning.
It's a pretty significant job description,
when you think about it. And the teachers
we honor here today are excelling at that
job.

: Your daily efforts help young Americans
grow into successful adults. In other words,
you're building the future for the country.
We ask a lot of our teachers, and we owe
you a lot in return. Education is my top
domestic priority. And when I first came
to office, I worked with members of both
political parties—believe it or not, it’s pos-
sible here in Washington to occasionally do
that—to increase funding from the Federal
level but also to pass the No Child Left
Behind Act. The spirit of the No Child
Left Behind Act basically says, society has
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a deep obligation to challenge the soft big-
otry of low expectations, that we believe
every child can learn, and therefore, we
believe it makes sense to determine wheth-
er or not every child is learning. And if
not, there ought to be extra help so that
no child in our society is left behind.

We're beginning to see good results,
thanks to our Nation’s teachers. The 2005
Nation’s Report Card showed America’s
fourth graders are posting the best scores
in reading and math in the history of the
test. African American and Hispanic fourth
graders set records in reading and math
last year. America’s eighth graders earned
the best math scores ever recorded. Eighth
grade Hispanic and African American stu-
dents achieved their highest math scores
ever. We're making really important strides
toward closing an achievement gap in
America, and I want to thank our teachers
for your hard work.

There’s more work to be done, obviously.
I've recently launched the American Com-
petitiveness Initiative, which will help our
students do better in math and science.
We need to train 70,000 high school teach-
ers to lead AP courses in math and science.
I know we've got some AP teachers here,
and I want to thank you for that.

We need to bring 30,000 math and
science professionals into our classrooms to
send a message to our children: It’s okay
to be a mathematician or a scientist—as
a matter of fact, it’s cool. We want to make
sure that we help students who struggle
with math get extra help to make sure
that—to make sure they have a chance to
be able to earn the high-wage jobs of the
21st century. If we ensure that America’s
children have the skills they need to suc-
ceed in life, we will make sure America
succeeds in the world.

Improving the quality of education for
young Americans requires good laws and
good policies, but ultimately it depends on
good teachers. And that is why we're here
on the South Lawn, to honor really good
teachers.
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The Teacher of the Year, Kim Oliver,
teaches kindergarten at Broad Acres Ele-
mentary School in Silver Spring, Maryland.
Broad Acres is Montgomery County’s high-
est poverty school, a place where 90 per-
cent of the children qualify for federally-
subsidized meals and about 75 percent have
parents who do not speak English at home.

It’s a school filled with the kind of stu-
dents that inspired Kim Oliver to become
a teacher. Kim decided to become a teach-
er at a young age. It’s really interesting
for teachers to hear what she said. She
said, “As a young child, I loved and ad-
mired my day care teacher, Mrs. Chandler.
I wanted to be just like her. Mrs. Chandler
made me feel special, as if I were the only
child in her class.”

Kim Oliver had many friends growing up
who came from unstable and impoverished
homes. She says, “I watched so many of
my {riends live up to the low expectations
that were set for them. To this day, I find
myself wondering, what if my disadvan-
taged friends had 12 years worth of Mrs.
Chandlers in their lives?” Kim went on to
say, “I chose to become a teacher to moti-
vate and inspire the neediest students, who
many have written off, and let them know
they can achieve and succeed in life regard-
less of what the statistics may show.”

I love that attitude. I think you're begin-
ning to get the drift of why she’s the
Teacher of the Year. When Kim Oliver ar-
rived at Broad Acres in 2000, the school
was threatened with forced restructuring by
the State as a result of poor academic per-
formance. Ms. Oliver took a leadership role
at the school. That's what good teachers
do; they take the lead. She became a teach-
er-leader and helped lead a collaborative
effort to improve the curriculum, instruc-
tion, and assessment. She helped establish
instructional planning sessions and formal
procedures to examine student work and
improve student performance.

She noticed that many parents at the
school lacked the language skills to be able
to read to their children and to be able

to help with their school work. And so she
and her colleagues purchased cassette play-
ers and recorded books on tape for the
students to take home and share with their
families, which made it a lot easier for par-
ents who struggle with English to help their
children.

Kim Oliver also organized a regular
“Books and Supper Night,” where families
could check out books from the library and
read together before sharing a dinner,
which fostered learning and family involve-
ment in their children’s education. She
knows what good teachers know: If you
can get the parents involved in the child’s
education, you have a much better chance
of succeeding. She set high expectations.
Good teachers set high expectations. She
provided needed assistance. She involved
families, and she helped turn that school
around.

Within 2 years of her arrival, kinder-
garten students at Broad Acres were mas-
tering early reading skills at higher rates
than other schools in the district. After 3
years, Broad Acres students were meeting
or exceeding all requirements of the No
Child Left Behind Act. There were dra-
matic increases in reading and math scores
for the school’s second graders.

The Superintendent of Schools in Mont-
gomery County says this about the impact
Kim Oliver has had: “She has a rare gift
for touching hearts and minds, inspiring in
her students to aim high and believe in
their potential.” A Broad Acres parent says,
“She knows how to talk to the children
so they will listen.” And all her students
know that she cares about them. She made
them all feel like they were smart and
could learn anything. One of her colleagues
says, “When you walk into Ms. Oliver’s
classroom, one cannot help but notice that
this is a special place.” She is dedicated
to her school community and committed
to excellence, and she has been an instru-
mental force in improving student achieve-
ment at her school.
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Kim says the reason her students are
achieving is simple: “I have high expecta-
tions for each of them. I teach them that
they can accomplish anything with hard
work and persistence.”

Kim Oliver understands that the key to
helping children succeed is fighting the soft
bigotry of low expectations. When a teacher
believes that a child can learn, it's amazing
what happens; a student believes that he
or she can learn.

America is blessed to have teachers like
Kim Oliver. We're blessed to have teachers
like all those who are gathered here at the
White House. We thank you for the love
and devotion you've shown our children
each day.

2006

May God continue to bless your work,
and may God continue to bless our country.
Thank you for coming.

NoOTE: The President spoke at approximately
1:46 p.m. on the South Lawn at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to
Stephene Moore, wife of Congressman Den-
nis Moore; Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida;
Margery W. Mayer, executive vice president
and president, Scholastic Education; and
Jerry D. Weast, superintendent, Mont-
gomery County Public Schools. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of the First
Lady, who introduced the President.

Message to the Congress Transmitting an Executive Order Blocking
Property of Additional Persons in Connection With the National

Emergency With Respect to Syria
Apm'l 26, 2006

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, as amended (50
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), I hereby re-
port that I have issued an Executive Order
blocking property of persons in connection
with the terrorist act in Beirut, Lebanon,
on February 14, 2005, that resulted in the
assassination of former Lebanese Prime
Minister Rafiq Hariri and the deaths of 22
others, and other bombings or assassination
attempts in Lebanon since October 1, 2004,
that are related to Hariri’s assassination or
that implicate the Government of Syria or
its officers or agents. I issued this order
to take additional steps with respect to the
national emergency declared in Executive
Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, concerning
certain actions of the Government of Syria.
In Executive Order 13338, I determined
that the actions of the Government of Syria
in supporting terrorism, continuing its occu-
pation of Lebanon, pursuing weapons of
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mass destruction, and undermining United
States and international efforts in Iraq con-
stituted an unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States, and declared
a national emergency to deal with that
threat.

The United Nations Security Council, in
Resolution 1595 of April 7, 2005, estab-
lished the international independent inves-
tigation Commission (the “Commission”),
reiterated its call for the strict respect of
the sovereignty of Lebanon, and reaffirmed
its unequivocal condemnation of the Feb-
ruary 14, 2005, terrorist bombing that killed
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri and
292 others. The Commission’s charter in-
cluded identifying the bombing perpetra-
tors, sponsors, organizers, and accomplices.
United Nations Security Council Resolution
(UNSCR) 1636 of October 31, 2005, called
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