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Apr. 27 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

Statement on the Framework Agreement With Canada on Softwood 
Lumber Trade 
April 27, 2006 

I am pleased that the United States and 
Canada concluded a framework agreement 
today to resolve the long-standing dispute 
on softwood lumber trade. This agreement 
shows how NAFTA partners can overcome 
differences and work together. The United 
States close ties with our good friend and 

northern neighbor made this agreement 
possible. I applaud Prime Minister Harper’s 
leadership in resolving this issue, and I am 
grateful to the lead negotiators on both 
sides, Ambassador Susan C. Schwab for the 
United States and Ambassador Michael 
Wilson of Canada. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting an Executive Order Blocking 
Property of Persons in Connection With the Conflict in Sudan’s Darfur 
Region 
April 27, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to the International Emergency 

Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), I hereby 
report that I have issued an Executive 
Order (the ‘‘order’’) blocking the property 
of persons in connection with the conflict 
in Sudan’s Darfur region. In that order, 
I have expanded the scope of the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
13067 of November 3, 1997, with respect 
to the policies and actions of the Govern-
ment of Sudan, to address the unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security 
and foreign policy of the United States 
posed by the actions and circumstances in-
volving Darfur, as described below. 

The United Nations Security Council, in 
Resolution 1591 of March 29, 2005, con-
demned the continued violations of the 
N’djamena Ceasefire Agreement of April 8, 
2004, and the Abuja Humanitarian and Se-
curity Protocols of November 9, 2004, by 
all sides in Darfur, as well as the deteriora-
tion of the security situation and the nega-
tive impact this has had on humanitarian 
assistance efforts. I also note that the 
United Nations Security Council has 
strongly condemned the continued viola-

tions of human rights and international hu-
manitarian law in Sudan’s Darfur region 
and, in particular, the continuation of vio-
lence against civilians and sexual violence 
against women and girls. 

United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tion (UNSCR) 1591 determined that the 
situation in Darfur constitutes a threat to 
international peace and security in the re-
gion and called on Member States to take 
certain measures against persons respon-
sible for the continuing conflict. The 
United Nations Security Council has en-
couraged all parties to negotiate in good 
faith at the Abuja talks and to take imme-
diate steps to support a peaceful settlement 
to the conflict in Darfur, but has continued 
to express serious concern at the persist-
ence of the crisis in Darfur in UNSCR 
1651 of December 21, 2005. 

Pursuant to IEEPA, the National Emer-
gencies Act, and the United Nations Par-
ticipation Act (UNPA), I have determined 
that these actions and circumstances con-
stitute an unusual and extraordinary threat 
to the national security and foreign policy 
of the United States, and have issued an 
Executive Order expanding the scope of the 
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national emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13067 to deal with this threat. 

The order blocks the property and inter-
ests in property in the United States, or 
in the possession or control of United 
States persons, of the persons listed in the 
Annex to the order, as well as of any person 
determined by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, after consultation with the Secretary 
of State, 

• to have constituted a threat to the 
peace process in Darfur; 

• to have constituted a threat to stability 
in Darfur and the region; 

• to be responsible for conduct related 
to the conflict in Darfur that violates 
international law; 

• to be responsible for heinous conduct 
with respect to human life or limb re-
lated to the conflict in Darfur; 

• to have directly or indirectly supplied, 
sold, or transferred arms or any related 
materiel, or any assistance, advice, or 
training related to military activities to 
the Government of Sudan, the Sudan 
Liberation Movement/Army, the Jus-
tice and Equality Movement, the 
Janjaweed, or any person operating in 
the states of North Darfur, South 
Darfur, and West Darfur, that is a bel-
ligerent, a nongovernmental entity, or 
an individual; or 

• to be responsible for offensive military 
overflights in and over the Darfur re-
gion. 

The designation criteria will be applied 
in accordance with applicable domestic law, 
including where appropriate, the First 
Amendment of the United States Constitu-
tion. 

The order also authorizes the Secretary 
of the Treasury, after consultation with the 

Secretary of State, to designate for blocking 
any person determined to have materially 
assisted, sponsored, or provided financial, 
material, or technological support for, or 
goods or services in support of, the activi-
ties listed above or any person listed in 
or designated pursuant to the order. I fur-
ther authorized the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, after consultation with the Secretary 
of State, to designate for blocking any per-
son determined to be owned or controlled 
by, or acting or purporting to act for or 
on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any per-
son listed in or designated pursuant to the 
order. The Secretary of the Treasury, after 
consultation with the Secretary of State, is 
also authorized to remove any persons from 
the Annex to the order as circumstances 
warrant. 

I delegated to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, after consultation with the Secretary 
of State, the authority to take such actions, 
including the promulgation of rules and 
regulations, and to employ all powers grant-
ed to the President by IEEPA and UNPA, 
as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of the order. All Federal agencies 
are directed to take all appropriate meas-
ures within their authority to carry out the 
provisions of the order. 

The order, a copy of which is enclosed, 
was effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight 
time on April 27, 2006. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

April 27, 2006. 

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume. 
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Remarks Following Discussions With President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan 
April 28, 2006 

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome. 
We’ve just had a really interesting visit. 
And we talked about the need to—for the 
world to see a modern Muslim country that 
is able to provide for its citizens, that un-
derstands that democracy is the wave of 
the future. And I appreciate your leader-
ship, Mr. President. 

We, obviously, talked about Iran. I as-
sured the President of my desire to solve 
this problem diplomatically and peacefully. 
I appreciate so very much the Govern-
ment’s contribution of support in troops to 
the new democracy in Iraq. I spent time 
describing to the President a meeting I had 
today via video conference with our 
Ambassador and General Casey—very im-
portant for me to bring our ally up to date 
on the progress that’s being made on the 
ground there. I shared with him my hope 
that the national unity Government will 
help achieve the objective we all want, 
which is peace and democracy. 

And we, of course, talked about energy. 
And I appreciate the vision of the Govern-
ment and the vision of the President in 
helping this world achieve what we all 
want, which is energy security. Azerbaijan 
has got a very important role to play. And 
we discussed internal politics, and we dis-
cussed politics of the neighborhood as well, 
particularly relations with Armenia. 

I appreciate very much the candid dis-
cussion. I thank you for sharing your 
thoughts with me, and thank you for our 
alliance. And welcome. 

President Aliyev. Thank you very much, 
Mr. President. I am very grateful for the 
invitation. I’m very glad to be in Wash-
ington and have an opportunity to discuss 
with you the issues of bilateral relations. 
I’m sure that our relations of strategic part-
nership will strengthen in the future. 

We covered all the aspects of our bilat-
eral relations. We are very grateful for the 

leadership of the United States in pro-
motion of the energy security issues in the 
region, in assisting us to create a solid 
transportation infrastructure which will 
allow to develop a full-scale Caspian oil 
and gas reserves and to deliver them to 
the international markets. 

We are allies in the war on terror. We’ve 
been, from the very first day, shoulder to 
shoulder with the United States in the 
peacekeeping operations in various parts of 
the world, and will continue to contribute 
to the creation of peace and stability in 
the region. 

Of course, the issues of resolution of Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh 
are also in the center of our discussions. 
And we—I informed Mr. President with 
the latest status of the negotiations and ex-
pressed my hope that a peaceful settlement 
of the conflict will happen and will serve 
to the peace and stability in the whole re-
gion. 

In general, I’d like to say that I’m very 
satisfied with my visit, and I consider this 
as instrumental in the future development 
of Azerbaijan as a modern, secular, demo-
cratic country. We share the same values. 
We are grateful for United States assistance 
in promotion of political process, process 
of democratization of our society, and very 
committed to continue this cooperation in 
the future. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
President Bush. One final word I forgot 

to mention. I do want to congratulate the 
President and the First Lady on the mar-
riage of their daughter this weekend. It’s 
a major sacrifice for the President to be 
here during the planning phases of the 
wedding. And we wish you and the First 
Lady all the best, and more importantly, 
we wish your daughter all the best. 

President Aliyev. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 
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