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President Bush. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:49 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to U.S. Ambassador to 

Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad; Gen. George W. 
Casey, Jr., USA, commanding general, Multi- 
National Force—Iraq; and President Aliyev’s 
wife, Mehriban Aliyeva, and daughter, Leyla 
Aliyeva. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With North Korean Defectors and Family 
Members of Japanese Abducted by North Korea 
April 28, 2006 

I have just had one of the most moving 
meetings since I’ve been the President, 
here in the Oval Office. I met with a mom 
and a brother who long to be reunited with 
her daughter and his sister. They’re apart 
because the North Korean Government ab-
ducted the child when she was a teenager. 
And all the mom wants is to be reunited 
with her daughter. 

It is hard to believe that a country would 
foster abduction. It’s hard for Americans 
to imagine that a leader of any country 
would encourage the abduction of a young 
child. It’s a heartless country that would 
separate loved ones, and yet that’s exactly 
what happened to this mom as a result 
of the actions of North Korea. If North 
Korea expects to be respected in the world, 
that country must respect human rights and 
human dignity and must allow this mother 
to hug her child again. 

I talked to a family, a young North Ko-
rean family that escaped the clutches of 
tyranny in order to live in freedom. This 
young couple was about to have a child, 
and the mom was 5 months pregnant when 
they crossed the river to get into China. 
They wandered in China, wondering 
whether or not their child could grow up 
and have a decent life. They were deeply 
concerned about the future of their child; 
any mother and father would be concerned 
about their child. 

They had to wander because they did 
not want to have their child grow up in 
a society that was brutal, a society that did 

not respect the human condition. By the 
grace of God, they found safe haven. Their 
child was born and now safely sits here 
in the Oval Office. 

I talked to a courageous man who es-
caped from North Korea. He was in the 
North Korean military. He saw firsthand 
the brutal nature of the regime, and he 
couldn’t—his heart could no longer take 
it. He followed his conscience and escaped. 
He speaks for thousands who have escaped 
North Korea and thousands who live inside 
the country; he speaks eloquently about the 
need for their freedom and for them to 
be treated decently. 

The world requires courage to confront 
people who do not respect human rights, 
and it has been my honor to welcome into 
the Oval Office people of enormous cour-
age: a mom; a mother and dad of a young 
child; a former soldier; a brother. And so 
I welcome you here. We’re proud you’re 
here. I assure you that the United States 
of America strongly respects human rights. 
We strongly will work for freedom so that 
the people of North Korea can raise their 
children in a world that’s free and hopeful 
and so that moms will never again have 
to worry about an abducted daughter. 

May God bless you all. Thanks for com-
ing. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:39 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Sakie Yokota, moth-
er, and Takuya Yokota, brother, of Megumi 
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Yokota, who was abducted by North Korean 
authorities; Kim Guang Choel and Lee 
Seong Hee, who defected from North Korea, 

and their daughter, Kim Han Mee; and 
Chung Seong-san, who defected from North 
Korea. 

The President’s News Conference 
April 28, 2006 

The President. Thank you very much for 
joining us today. I’m joined by my two top 
White House economic advisers. The rea-
son why is because we’ve had some very 
positive economic news today. The Com-
merce Department announced that our 
economy grew at an impressive 4.8 percent 
annual rate in the first quarter of this year. 
That’s the fastest rate since 2003. This 
rapid growth is another sign that our econ-
omy is on the fast track. 

The good news comes on the heels of 
two other important economic indicators 
reported earlier this week: New home sales 
surged forward by nearly 14 percent last 
month; consumer confidence reached its 
highest level since May of 2002. This con-
fidence is largely driven by the many jobs 
being created in our country—5.1 million 
since August of 2003. 

This good news cannot be taken for 
granted. With gas prices on the minds of 
Americans, we need to keep our foot on 
the pedal of this strong economy. The sur-
est way to put the brakes on our economic 
growth would be to raise taxes or spend 
too much of the people’s money here in 
Washington. That’s why I’m going to con-
tinue to work with Congress to make the 
tax relief that helped spur this economic 
growth permanent. That’s why I’m going 
to work with Congress to restrain the Fed-
eral Government’s appetite for spending. 
And that’s why I’m going to work with 
Congress to make this country less depend-
ent on foreign sources of oil. 

I commend America’s workers and small- 
business owners, innovators and educators 
for contributing to the strong economic 

health of our Nation. I will continue to 
pursue progrowth policies so that oppor-
tunity reaches every American neighbor-
hood and every American family. 

With that, I’ll be glad to take a couple 
of questions. 

Q. Mr. President—— 
The President. Excuse me, please. Jen-

nifer [Jennifer Loven, Associated Press]. 

Iran 
Q. Thank you, sir. The IAEA says that 

Iran is not in compliance with the Security 
Council. What sort of sanctions do you— 
would you like to see and—that could bring 
Russia and Chinese support? 

The President. The IAEA statement is 
an important statement. It reminds the na-
tions of the world that there is an ongoing 
diplomatic effort to convince the Iranians 
to give up their nuclear weapons ambitions. 
It reminds—it should remind the Iranians 
that the world is united and concerned 
about their desire to have not only a nu-
clear weapon but the capacity to make a 
nuclear weapon or the knowledge to make 
a nuclear weapon, all of which we’re work-
ing hard to convince them not to try to 
achieve. 

I will consult and continue to consult 
with our allies on this issue. I spoke to 
Chancellor Merkel this morning about this 
issue. She will be coming to Washington 
next week. We will continue discussions 
about how we can continue to maintain 
a united front. It’s very important for the 
Iranians to understand there’s a common 
desire by a lot of nations in this world 
to convince them, peacefully convince 
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