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upon knowledge. And our system is work-
ing.

There’s a—there’s an achievement gap
in America that’s got to be closed for the
future of this—to make sure this country’s
future is bright. And we're closing it. How
do we know? Because we measure. And
we need to apply the same rigor, by the
way, that we apply to reading to math and
science. It turns out that we're doing fine
in fourth grade math, and we’re doing fine
in eighth grade math, but when kids get
into high school, when it comes to the rest
of the world, we’re falling down. And so
therefore, it makes sense to measure in jun-
ior high and provide supplemental services
for math to make sure that our children
have got the skill base necessary to become
the engineers and scientists.

AP works—Advanced Placement program
works. If it's—if you're involved with your
schools in your community, you know what
I'm talking about. It’s important to set high
standards. The Government ought to help
train 70,000 teachers to become Advanced
Placement teachers to raise the standards
for our children. We need 30,000—30,000

scientists and engineers to become adjunct
professors, so to speak, in the classrooms
to make sure that—[applause]. I can go
on forever.

Here’s the deal, though. Here’s what I'm
trying to explain to you: We don’t need
to fear the future because we’re going to
shape the future. We'll make sure our chil-
dren are educated. We're going to make
sure we do something about these junk
lawsuits. We're going to make sure that
we do something about energy. Why I
wanted to talk to you today, though, is to
make sure that you understand that in
order for this country to be competitive,
in order for us not to fear the future, we
got to keep your taxes low.

I appreciate you for what you do for
our country. Thanks for letting me come
by and share some thoughts with you. God
bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. at
the Grand Hyatt Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Edward J. Mulcahy, chairman,
and David A. Raymond, president, American
Council of Engineering Companies.
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I want to thank the Members of the
House and the Senate, members of both
parties, for a really constructive and impor-
tant dialog. We talked about ways to deal
with America’s energy problem. And we
talked about it in a very constructive way,
and I want to thank the Members for join-
ing us.

We talked about the need to make sure
our consumers are treated fairly, that there
be fairness in the marketplace. And there
was common consensus that we need to
hold people to account if theyre not deal-
ing squarely with the American consumer.
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We talked about ways to help mitigate
demand, and one way to do so is to encour-
age alternative automobiles, like hybrid
automobiles. And there seemed to be an
agreement that we ought to extend the tax
credit for these kind of automobiles to en-
courage our consumers to purchase the hy-
brid automobile.

We talked about ways to—the need to
research, to spend money for research and
development, to change the fuels that we
use in automobiles. One of the great prom-
ising sources of fuel is ethanol, and we
talked about ways to encourage not only
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the production of ethanol but the distribu-
tion of ethanol.

We talked about the need to continue
research and development into new types
of batteries so that the American consumer
will be able to drive the first 40 miles on
electricity. We talked about the need to
increase supply of energy. One of the
things that is necessary to help relieve price
is to increase the amount of gasoline.

We talked about regulatory relief, to see
to it that we can expand refining capacity
and build new refineries. If the American
people want there to be a lower price of
gasoline, we need more gasoline on the
marketplace.

And so we talked about commonsense
ideas. And I really do appreciate the mem-
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One year ago, Zacarias Moussaoui pled
guilty in Federal court to six counts of ter-
rorism, including conspiracy to murder in-
nocent Americans. He openly rejoiced at
their deaths. This afternoon the jurors in
his sentencing trial concluded that this man
should spend the rest of his life in prison.

Our thoughts today are with the families
who lost loved ones on September 11th,
2001. Our Nation continues to grieve for
the men, women, and children who suf-
fered and died that day. We are still deeply
touched by the memory of rescuers who
gave all, the passengers who ran a hijacked
plane into the ground to prevent an even
greater loss of life, and the frightened souls
who comforted one another during their
final moments on Earth.

The end of this trial represents the end
of this case but not an end to the fight
against terror. The enemy that struck our
shores on September 11th is still active and
remains determined to kill Americans. We
will stay on the offensive against the terror-

bers from both political parties thinking
strongly about how we can work together
to serve the American consumer and make
us less dependent on foreign sources of
oil. The prices of gasoline should serve as
a wake-up call to all of us involved in pub-
lic office that we have got an energy secu-
rity problem and a national security prob-
lem, and now is the time to deal with it
in a forceful way. And I am heartened by
the fact that we were able to have such
a constructive dialog, and that there’s a
commitment to get good legislation out of
the Congress.
Thank you all very much for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:31 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House.

ists. We will end their ability to plot and
plan. We will deny them safe haven and
the ability to gain weapons of mass murder.
In these 4% years, with good allies at our
side, the United States has killed or cap-
tured many terrorists, shut down training
camps, broken up terror cells in our own
country, and removed regimes that spon-
sored terror. We have many dedicated men
and women fully engaged in this fight—
in the military, intelligence, and homeland
security; law enforcement personnel; and
Federal investigators and prosecutors who
gather the evidence, make the case, and
ensure that justice is done. They are doing
superb work every day to remove this dan-
ger and to protect our country.

We have had many victories, yet there
is much left to do, and I will not relent
in this struggle for the freedom and secu-
rity of the American people. And we can
be confident. Our cause is right, and the
outcome is certain: Justice will be served;
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