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Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / May 5 

Remarks on the National Economy 
May 5, 2006 

The President. Listen, I thank you for 
your hospitality. I’m here to talk about our 
economy. Today we’ve got some good 
news: 138,000 additional Americans found 
jobs over the last month, which is good. 
The national unemployment rate is 4.7 per-
cent. This economy is strong. 

And one of the hopeful things about our 
economy is, small businesses are doing well. 
Small businesses provide most of the job 
growth in our country. The small-business 
sector is doing well; so is the American 
economy. 

One thing we’ve got to make sure is that 
we keep the people’s taxes low to keep 
this economy growing. Raising taxes will 
hurt small businesses; raising taxes will hurt 
consumers; raising taxes will particularly af-
fect working people, now that the price 
of gasoline has gone up. So one of the 
things Congress has got to do is be mindful 
that the economic growth we’re seeing, the 
strong economic growth, is dependent upon 
good tax policy. 

At the same time, Congress should be 
wise about how they spend the people’s 
money. They’ve got to make sure the sup-
plemental comes to me at a rate that I’ll 
accept—$92.2 billion—plus money for the 
pandemic flu. 

We’ve got a plan to make sure this econ-
omy keeps growing, but today’s news is 
good news for the American people. 

And I want to thank you—let me thank 
you for coming by here to say hito you. 

John Weintraub. All right, I thank you. 
The President. It’s a good place to shop, 

by the way. I just spent some of my hard- 
earned money on Barney. I bought him 
a couple of toys to chew on—but don’t 
let him know until I get over there; it’s 
a surprise. [Laughter] Thanks for letting me 
come by. 

Mr. Weintraub. Okay. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:08 a.m. 
Participating in the visit was John Weintraub, 
coowner, Frager’s Hardware. 

Remarks Announcing the Resignation of Porter J. Goss as Director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
May 5, 2006 

The President. This morning Director 
Porter Goss offered his resignation as the 
Director of the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy. I’ve accepted it. 

During the course of his tenure, I’ve es-
tablished a very close personal relationship 
with Porter, which is very important for 
the Director of the CIA. He’s spent a lot 
of time here in the Oval Office. He’s told 
me—he’s given me his candid advice. I ap-
preciate his integrity. I appreciate the 

honor in which—that he brought to the 
job. 

Porter’s tenure at the CIA was one of 
transition. He’s helped this Agency become 
integrated into the intelligence community, 
and that was a tough job. And he’s led 
ably. He’s got a 5-year plan to increase 
the number of analysts and operatives, 
which is going to help make this country 
a safer place and help us win the war on 
terror. He’s instilled a sense of profes-
sionalism. He honors the proud history of 
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