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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Burma 
May 18, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. I have sent the en-
closed notice to the Federal Register for 
publication, which states that the Burma 
emergency is to continue beyond May 20, 
2006, for publication. The most recent no-
tice continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on May 18, 
2005 (70 FR 28771). 

The crisis between the United States and 
Burma arising from the actions and policies 
of the Government of Burma, including its 

policies of committing large-scale repres-
sion of the democratic opposition in Burma, 
that led to the declaration of a national 
emergency on May 20, 1997, has not been 
resolved. These actions and policies are 
hostile to U.S. interests and pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign policy of 
the United States. For this reason, I have 
determined that it is necessary to continue 
the national emergency with respect to 
Burma and maintain in force the sanctions 
against Burma to respond to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
May 18, 2006. 

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D 
at the end of this volume. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Requesting 
Additional Funds for Border Security 
May 18, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
On May 15th, I outlined to the Nation 

a comprehensive immigration reform initia-
tive with five objectives. As part of my first 
objective to secure our Nation’s borders, 
I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed 
requests for an additional $1.9 billion for 
the Departments of Defense, Justice, and 
Homeland Security, which is in addition to 
supplemental funding requested on Feb-
ruary 16th for the Global War on Terror 
and the consequences of Hurricane 
Katrina. This additional amount is offset by 
a $1.9 billion reduction in the amount re-
quested on February 16th for the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

The revised request for the Department 
of Homeland Security will support my Ad-
ministration’s commitment to gain full con-
trol of the borders through the deployment 
of additional Border Patrol agents, infra-
structure, and technology (such as hundreds 
of miles of new roads, vehicle barriers, tac-
tical communications, and aerial surveil-
lance). 

The request for additional resources, 
coupled with additional legal authority from 
the Congress, will end the practice of catch 
and release along our southern border once 
and for all by increasing detention, trans-
portation, and removal capabilities. 
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The revised request for the Department 
of Defense will support the deployment, 
in coordination with the Governors, of up 
to 6,000 National Guard members to the 
southern border. There, they will assist the 
Border Patrol by operating surveillance sys-
tems, building infrastructure, analyzing in-
telligence, and providing training until new 
Border Patrol agents and technologies 
come online. The request increases funding 
for training and other assistance for State 
and local authorities to support the Border 
Patrol on targeted enforcement missions. 
The request for the Department of Justice 

will provide additional resources for the 
prosecution and adjudication of illegal im-
migration cases. 

I designate these proposals in the 
amounts requested herein as an emergency 
requirement. I urge the Congress to act 
expeditiously to address the security needs 
along the Nation’s borders. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Acting Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Message on the Observance of Cuban Independence Day, 2006 
May 18, 2006 

I send greetings to those celebrating the 
104th anniversary of Cuban Independence. 

The hope of freedom is found in every 
heart, and it is the future of every land. 
The United States is committed to advanc-
ing the values that sustain liberty and help-
ing establish a just and peaceful govern-
ment in Cuba. On this anniversary of 
Cuba’s independence, we look forward to 
the day when Cuba embraces democracy 
and human rights for all her people. 

This anniversary also is an opportunity 
to recognize the generations of Cuban 

Americans who have contributed to the vi-
tality, success, and prosperity of our great 
Nation. Through their devotion to faith, 
family, and freedom, they have helped 
make our country stronger and better. 

Laura and I send our best wishes. May 
God bless the people of Cuba. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 19. An 
original was not available for verification of 
the content of this message. 

Remarks on American Competitiveness in Highland Heights, Kentucky 
May 19, 2006 

The President. Thanks. Please be seated. 
Geoff, thanks for the introduction. He said 
I was the last sitting President—the last 
sitting President to be here before me was 
a Texan. [Laughter] I don’t know what took 
the other ones so long to get here—[laugh-
ter]—but I’m proud to be here; particularly 
proud to be in NKU, Northern Kentucky 

University. Thank you very much for letting 
me come by. 

It’s a good place to come to, to make 
sure that America understands we don’t 
need to fear the future because we can 
shape it. That’s what I want to talk to you 
about today, is the need for the United 
States of America to remain the leader of 
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