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for their freedom, and we will help them 
fight and defeat the terrorists there so we 
do not have to face them here at home. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:55 a.m. 
on September 29 in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 

on September 30. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on September 29 but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. In his address, the 
President referred to Prime Minister Tony 
Blair of the United Kingdom. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of this address. 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Mary E. Peters as Secretary of 
Transportation 
September 30, 2006 

I am pleased that the Senate swiftly con-
firmed Mary Peters as Secretary of Trans-
portation. 

Mary is an innovative thinker who will 
work with State and local leaders to con-
front challenges and solve problems. I look 
forward to working with her to reduce 
highway and aviation congestion, modernize 

our Nation’s infrastructure, and increase 
the efficiency of travel in our country. Her 
leadership will enable the Department to 
maintain a safe, reliable, and efficient trans-
portation system. 

I congratulate Mary and her family on 
her confirmation and thank her for her 
service to our Nation. 

Statement on Congressional Passage of Legislation Supporting Iran’s 
Freedom 
September 30, 2006 

My administration is working on many 
fronts to address the challenges posed by 
the Iranian regime’s pursuit of weapons of 
mass destruction, support for terrorism, ef-
forts to destabilize the Middle East, and 
repression of the fundamental human rights 
of the citizens of Iran. We are engaged 
in intense diplomacy alongside our allies 
and have also undertaken financial meas-
ures to counter the actions of the Iranian 
regime. 

I applaud Congress for demonstrating its 
bipartisan commitment to confronting the 
Iranian regime’s repressive and desta-
bilizing activities by passing the Iran Free-
dom Support Act. This legislation will cod-
ify U.S. sanctions on Iran while providing 

my administration with flexibility to tailor 
those sanctions in appropriate cir-
cumstances and impose sanctions upon en-
tities that aid the Iranian regime’s develop-
ment of nuclear weapons. 

I applaud the efforts of Chairman Rich-
ard Shelby, Ranking Member Paul Sar-
banes, Rick Santorum, and Bill Nelson in 
the Senate and Chairman Henry Hyde, 
Ranking Member Tom Lantos, Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen, and Gary Ackerman in the 
House. I look forward to signing this bill 
into law, which will facilitate America’s sup-
port for the Iranian people in their efforts 
to build a just, free, and peaceful society. 

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 6198. 
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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the Denmark- 
United States Taxation Convention 
September 29, 2006 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice 

and consent to ratification, a Protocol 
Amending the Convention Between the 
Government of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of the Kingdom 
of Denmark for the Avoidance of Double 
Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Eva-
sion with Respect to Taxes on Income 
signed at Copenhagen May 2, 2006 (the 
‘‘Protocol’’). A related exchange of notes 
is enclosed for the information of the Sen-
ate. Also transmitted for the information 
of the Senate is the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Protocol. 

The Protocol eliminates the withholding 
tax on certain cross-border dividend pay-
ments. Like a number of recent U.S. tax 
agreements, the proposed Protocol provides 
for the elimination of the withholding tax 

on dividends arising from certain direct in-
vestments and cross-border dividend pay-
ments to pension funds. In addition, the 
Protocol modernizes the Convention to 
bring it into closer conformity with current 
U.S. tax-treaty policy, including strength-
ening the treaty’s provisions preventing so- 
called treaty shopping. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Protocol 
and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
September 29, 2006. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 2. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the Finland- 
United States Taxation Convention 
September 29, 2006 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice 

and consent to ratification, a Protocol 
Amending the Convention Between the 
Government of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of the Republic 
of Finland for the Avoidance of Double 
Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Eva-
sion with Respect to Taxes on Income and 
on Capital, signed at Helsinki May 31, 2006 
(the ‘‘Protocol’’). Also transmitted for the 
information of the Senate is the report of 
the Department of State with respect to 
the Protocol. 

The Protocol eliminates the withholding 
tax on certain cross-border dividend pay-

ments. Like a number of recent U.S. tax 
agreements, the proposed Protocol provides 
for the elimination of the withholding tax 
on dividends arising from certain direct in-
vestments and cross-border dividend pay-
ments to pension funds. The Protocol also 
eliminates the withholding tax on cross-bor-
der royalty payments. In addition, the Pro-
tocol modernizes the Convention to bring 
it into closer conformity with current U.S. 
tax-treaty policy, including strengthening 
the treaty’s provisions preventing so-called 
treaty shopping. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Protocol 
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