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Statement on Congressional Passage of Legislation To Reauthorize the
Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emergency Act

December 9, 2006

In 1990, Congress passed the Ryan
White Comprehensive AIDS Resources
Emergency (CARE) Act to advance our do-
mestic battle against HIV/AIDS. This land-
mark legislation has provided Americans in
need with better access to medical care,
antiretroviral treatments, and counseling
and has helped them live longer lives. The
act also supports HIV testing to prevent
the further spread of this devastating dis-
ease.

Laura and I thank the House and Senate
for reauthorizing the Ryan White CARE

Act. This legislation focuses on lifesaving
and life-extending services and increased
accountability and will provide more flexi-
bility to the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to direct funding to areas
of greatest need. The Ryan White CARE
Act demonstrates the compassionate and
generous spirit of America, and I look for-
ward to signing this important legislation
into law.

NoOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 6143.

Statement on Congressional Passage of Legislation To Authorize
Permanent Trade Relations With Vietnam

December 9, 2006

I commend the Congress for its bipar-
tisan support for my request to approve
legislation authorizing the grant of perma-
nent normal trade relations to Vietnam.
PNTR marks a significant step forward in
the process of normalizing relations with
Vietnam and will benefit both our nations.
This designation will advance our trade and
investment relations with Vietnam and en-
sure that the United States shares in the
economic benefits generated by Vietnam’s

imminent membership in the World Trade
Organization. Vietnam is demonstrating its
strong commitment to continuing economic
reforms, which will support political reform
and respect for human rights. The Amer-
ican people welcome the remarkable trans-
formation and economic progress in Viet-
nam, and we will continue to work together
to strengthen our ties.

NoOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 6406.

Statement on Congressional Passage of Fisheries Management Legislation

December 9, 2006

I applaud Congress for working in a bi-
partisan manner to pass a stronger Magnu-
son-Stevens Act. Our Nation is committed
to maintaining our thriving commercial and

recreational fishing communities. This bill
embraces my priorities of ending over-
fishing and rebuilding our Nation’s fish
stocks through more effective, market-
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