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M. Gates; James A. Baker III and Lee Ham-
ilton, cochairs, Iraq Study Group; Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki, President Jalal
Talabani, and Vice President Tariq al-

Statement on the Government of Syria

December 13, 2006

The United States supports the Syrian
people’s desire for democracy, human
rights, and freedom of expression. Syrians
deserve a government whose legitimacy is
grounded in the consent of the people, not
brute force.

The Syrian regime should immediately
free all political prisoners, including Aref
Dalila, Michel Kilo, Anwar al-Bunni,
Mahmoud Issa, and Kamal Labwani. I am
deeply troubled by reports that some ailing
political prisoners are denied health care
while others are held in cells with violent
criminals.

Syria should disclose the fate and where-
abouts of the many missing Lebanese citi-

Hashimi of Iraq; Masoud Barzani, president,
Kurdistan region in Irag; and King Abdallah
bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia.

zens who disappeared following their arrest
in Lebanon during the decades of Syrian
military occupation. The Syrian regime
should also cease its efforts to undermine
Lebanese sovereignty by denying the Leba-
nese people their right to participate in the
democratic process free of foreign intimida-
tion and interference.

The people of Syria hope for a pros-
perous future with greater opportunities for
their children and for a government that
fights corruption, respects the rule of law,
guarantees the rights of all Syrians, and
works toward achieving peace in the region.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Thomas Yayi Boni of Benin

December 14, 2006

President Bush. It’s been my honor to
have a visit with the President of Benin.
We had a very long discussion about a vari-
ety of subjects. My administration is com-
mitted to helping the democracies on the
continent of Africa deal with very signifi-
cant problems. The President and I are
about to go to a summit where the United
States of America will commit resources,
time, and talent to help rid much of Africa
of malaria.

And, Mr. President, I'm proud to an-
nounce today that you're one of the coun-
tries that we’ll be concentrating our help
upon. We cannot succeed, however, unless
there’s an administration that is willing and

capable to do the hard work necessary to
educate people, spread nets, insecticides
necessary to deal with a disease that can
be defeated.

We talked about the Millennium Chal-
lenge Account. It’s one of the most innova-
tive foreign policy initiatives ever proposed
by an administration. It's having a positive
effect around the world. And I want to
thank you for working toward that end.

We talked about the need for us to work
together to deal with problems such as
Darfur. The President recognized the geno-
cide taking place in Darfur, as does the
administration. We want to work through
the United Nations to have a very strong
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