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planning, the central organizing principle
of a single department.

The organization of such a vast enter-
prise has been difficult and complicated.
Nevertheless, there is noticeable and sub-
stantial and measurable progress. And I ap-
preciate all the hard-working folks for put-
ting together an institute, part of our Gov-
ernment, all aiming to protect the Amer-
ican people.

And so, Secretary, thank you for the invi-
tation. I appreciate the hard work of the
people of this Department. I oftentimes say
to the American people that you can go

about your business; you can run your en-
terprises; you can send your children to
school knowing full well that there are
thousands of our fellow citizens who work
every day, 24 hours, to help you by pro-
tecting this homeland. And this is where
it all starts. And I thank you for your hard
work.
Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to W. Ralph
Basham, Commissioner, Customs and Bor-
der Protection.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of National Security Leaders

February 8, 2007

I am pleased that the Senate, with strong
bipartisan support, has confirmed several
key members of my national security team.
America will benefit from the leadership
of Mike McConnell as Director of National
Intelligence, General George Casey as
Chief of Staff of the United States Army,
and Admiral William Fallon as commander
of U.S. Central Command.

Mike McConnell is an experienced and
proven leader who will continue imple-
menting historic reforms of America’s intel-
ligence community designed to ensure we

The President’s Radio Address
February 10, 2007

Good morning. Last Saturday, I ad-
dressed the annual retreat of Democrats
from the House of Representatives. I
thanked the Members of the new majority
for their service in Congress, and we dis-
cussed our responsibility to work together
on a wide range of issues, from fighting
the global war on terror to making health
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receive timely, accurate information on
threats to our country. General Casey’s ex-
tensive knowledge of our military chal-
lenges and capabilities will enable him to
lead our soldiers in successful pursuit of
their mission. Admiral Fallon is an innova-
tive thinker who will skillfully guide our
military commanders as we confront our
enemies in the war on terror.

I look forward to working with each of
these strong leaders in combating terrorism
and protecting the American people.

care more affordable to balancing the Fed-
eral budget.

One area with great potential for bipar-
tisan cooperation is energy policy. The need
for action is clear. Our Nation’s reliance
on oil leaves us vulnerable to hostile re-
gimes and terrorists, who could damage our
economy by disrupting the global oil sup-
ply. A spike in oil prices anywhere in the
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world could lead to higher prices at gas
pumps here in America. And burning oil
and gasoline creates air pollution and
greenhouse gases.

Republicans and Democrats both recog-
nize these problems. We agree on the solu-
tion: We need to diversify our energy sup-
ply and make America less dependent on
foreign oil. The best way to do that is by
developing new energy technologies here
at home. So the Federal Government has
provided more than $10 billion over 5 years
for research into alternative sources of en-
ergy. Our scientists and engineers have
made great progress, and our Nation is now
on the threshold of dramatic breakthroughs
in clean energy technology.

These advances in energy technology will
help us meet a great new national goal:
to reduce America’s gasoline usage by 20
percent in the next 10 years. I call this
goal “Twenty in Ten,” and appreciate the
support that many Democrats and Repub-
licans have shown for it.

I know there are different views about
the best way to meet this goal. Some say
we should increase the supply of alternative
fuels. Others say we should decrease de-
mand for gasoline. I believe we need to
do both. So on the supply side, I proposed
a new mandatory fuels standard that will
require the use of 35 billion gallons of re-
newable and other alternative fuels by
2017. That is nearly a fivefold increase over
the current target. On the demand side,
I proposed to reform fuel economy stand-
ards to make cars more energy efficient,
just as my administration did for light
trucks.

This past week, we took a key step to-
ward my “Twenty in Ten” goal when I
sent Congress my budget for the next fiscal
year. The budget proposes $2.7 billion to
expand alternative energy research, a 53-
percent increase over the 2006 funding
level. These funds will support further re-
search into cellulosic ethanol, which can be
produced from sources like wood chips and
grasses. These funds will also support

promising technologies beyond ethanol,
such as new forms of biodiesel, lithium ion
batteries, and hydrogen fuel cells.

I look forward to working with Congress
to pass this budget and to meet my “Twen-
ty in Ten” goal. I'm optimistic because the
technology we need to achieve this goal
is advancing every day. A few weeks ago,
I traveled to a DuPont research facility in
Delaware, where scientists told me that
they are close to making the use of cellu-
losic ethanol a reality. Imagine what tech-
nologies like this would mean for your daily
life. You could fill up your gas tank with
fuel that comes mostly from an American
prairie or farm instead of an oil well over-
seas. You could drive to work in a car that
runs on electricity instead of gasoline, or
on hydrogen fuel cells that emit no pollu-
tion. You would see the rise of dynamic
new businesses that create jobs for Amer-
ican workers and sell alternative energy
products around the world.

This is an ambitious vision, but with the
talent and enterprise of our people, it can
be achieved. Every Member of Congress
who cares about strengthening our econ-
omy, protecting our national security, and
confronting climate change should support
the energy initiatives I have set out. By
working together to pass energy legislation
soon, we can help solve one of the great
challenges facing our generation, and we
can leave behind a cleaner and better world
for our children and grandchildren.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m.
on February 9 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
February 10. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
February 9, but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.
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Message to the Congress Certifying Exports to the People’s Republic of

China
February 11, 2007

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 1512 of the Strom Thurmond National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1999 (Public Law 105-261), I hereby cer-
tify that the export to the People’s Republic
of China of the following items is not detri-
mental to the U.S. space launch industry,
and that the material and equipment, in-
cluding any indirect technical benefit that
could be derived from such exports, will
not measurably improve the missile or
space launch capabilities of the People’s
Republic of China:

e Twenty Honeywell model QA 750
accelerometers to be incorporated into
railway geometry measurement systems
for China’s Ministry of Railways.

e Equipment and technology associated
with the production and testing of
composite components for Boeing
commercial aircraft.

GEORGE W. Busu
The White House,
February 11, 2007.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 12.

Remarks at a Dinner in Honor of the Ford’s Theatre Abraham Lincoln

Bicentennial Celebration
February 11, 2007

Good evening, and welcome. Laura and
I are delighted to have you here as we
celebrate the 198th birthday of Abraham
Lincoln. And we're really glad you're here.

We thank Ford’s Theatre for helping us
honor this great American President. We
thank David Herbert Donald and Doris
Kearns Goodwin for scholarship that has
given us a deeper appreciation of Lincoln’s
life and purpose. We welcome all the Lin-
coln scholars who are here.

We are here tonight to remember the
life, the incredible life and the great sac-
rifice of the man who saved our Union.
We remember Abraham Lincoln’s elo-
quence, his wisdom, his unshakeable faith
in the enduring truth that we're all created
equal. He worked to renew the promise
of America’s founding and to build a more
perfect union for all Americans.
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As we approach the bicentennial of
President Lincoln’s birth, his words and
principles continue to guide our Nation.
We look to his example for courage and
to find the better angels of our nature.
His legacy is the birthright of all Ameri-
cans, and tonight we honor those who
helped pass the story of his life from gen-
eration to generation.

In this story of this good and decent
man, we really find the best of America.
And so tonight I would like to offer a toast
to our 16th President, Abraham Lincoln,
and to our blessed country.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. in
the State Dining Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to David Herbert
Donald and Doris Kearns Goodwin, mem-
bers, Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Com-
mission Advisory Committee. The transcript
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