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And you've just made a great call to all
of them to tell them to follow. And we
think it's going to happen. If we get the
3.7 external billion debt off us, we can then
access resources; we can expand the
progress we've made; we can accelerate the
implementation of all of our programs.

And so we're just so pleased about that.
We thank you for what is being done in
the security sector reform, the training of
our new army, the professionalization of
our police force. All of that will enable
us to consolidate the peace and then really
begin to deliver to the Liberian people.
We're fighting corruption; we're starting to
put people in court; we've created a code
of  conduct for public officials,
anticorruption policy and strategy.

All of these things would not have hap-
pened, Mr. President, if we didn’t have
your strong support and the support of your
colleagues in the Government and also on

the Hill. We're thankful that we enjoy bi-
partisan support on the Hill. And we’re
meeting a lot of them in these 2 days.
And they've just been there for us and giv-
ing you the support that you need from
there to enable you to continue to support
us.

We want you to know: Liberian people
are very thankful; Liberian people are re-
solved never to go to war again. They want
the simple things in life: send their children
to schools, have jobs, be able to give their
families a square meal at the end of the
day, be able to get around. And we want
you to know that those things are hap-
pening. We thank you for how—what you
have done to put us on this path.

President Bush. Thank you,
President. Thank you very much.

Madam

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:18 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the Second Anniversary of the Death of Prime Minister

Rafiq Hariri of Lebanon
February 14, 2007

On the second anniversary of the assas-
sination of former Prime Minister Rafiq
Hariri, the United States reaffirms its sup-
port for a free and democratic Lebanon
that is able to chart its own course. The
United States joins the Lebanese people
in demanding the truth behind Prime Min-
ister Hariri’'s murder and calling for the
establishment of a special tribunal for Leb-
anon to bring to justice those who mur-
dered Rafiq Hariri and others who stood
for Lebanese sovereignty and independ-
ence.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the
victims of yesterday’s bus bombings outside

Beirut. The evil perpetrators of these at-
tacks will not silence the Lebanese people’s
demands for justice and democracy in an
independent Lebanon.

The Lebanese people’s greatest tribute
to Rafiq Hariri, Minister Basil Fuleihan,
and others who gave their lives for a free
Lebanon would be to come together across
sectarian divides to build the free, stable,
and prosperous Lebanon that Prime Min-
ister Rafiq Hariri dedicated his life to cre-
ate.
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Remarks to the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research

February 15, 2007

Thank you all. Thank you, Mr. President.
[Laughter] That's got kind of a nice ring
to it. [Laughter] Chris, thanks for inviting
me. I appreciate the chance to come and
share some thoughts with the men and
women of AEIL I admire AEI a lot; I'm
sure you know that. After all, T have been
consistently borrowing some of your best
people. More than 20 AEI scholars have
worked in my administration. A few have
returned to the fold; you're going to have
to wait 2 more years to get another one
to return to the fold. Dick Cheney is occu-
pied. [Laughter] He sends his best.

I appreciate what the AEI stands for.
This institute has been a tireless voice for
the principles of individual liberty, free en-
terprise, limited government, and a strong
national defense. And no one embodied
these principles better than the late Ambas-
sador Jeane Kirkpatrick. She was a pro-
fessor, author, diplomat, Presidential ad-
viser, and a key architect in our victory
in the cold war.

In 2003, I had the honor of asking her
to lead the U.S. delegation to the U.N.
Human Rights Commission in Geneva. And
I would like to share with you what she
told that commission. She said, “[America’s]
national policy is to assert that all human
beings are born free; all human beings are
equal in inherent rights and human dig-
nity.” That’s the policy of the Bush admin-
istration as well. I believe in the wuni-
versality of freedom, and I believe that this
country—this grand country of ours has an
obligation to help people realize the bless-
ings of freedom. I appreciate so very much
that Jeane Kirkpatrick was such a well-spo-
ken advocate for that basic truth. I am
proud to join you in paying tribute to her
life and the legacy of a great American
stateswoman.

I appreciate the board of directors of
the AEI for giving me this forum. Thanks

146

for trying to stay on the leading edge of
thought as well. It’s really important that
ideas be conceived, circulated, and em-
braced. I want to thank Members of the
Congress who have joined us today—there
they are. Good, yes. [Laughter] All friends:
Pete King from New York, Trent Franks
from Arizona, Mario Diaz-Balart from Flor-
ida, and fellow Texan, Mike McCaul.
Thanks for coming; appreciate you being
here. I thank the members of the diplo-
matic corps who have joined us; proud
you're here. Thanks for taking time out of
a busy schedule to come and hear this ad-
dress. I appreciate members of the United
States Armed Forces who have joined us.
I thank the dignitaries and friends of the
AEI and members of my administration
who have joined. Don’t linger—laugh-
ter]—get back to work. But thank you for
being here. [Laughter] 1 fully expect you
to stay awake for the entire address.
[Laughter]

As scholars and thinkers, you are contrib-
uting to a nationwide debate about the di-
rection of the war on terror. A Vigorous
debate is healthy for our country—it really
is—and I welcome the debate. It’s one of
the true hallmarks of a free society, where
people can get up and express their beliefs
in a open forum. Yet 5 years into this war,
there is one principle of which every mem-
ber of every party should be able to agree
on—in other words, after all the debate,
there is one thing we all ought to be able
to agree on, and that is: We've got to fight
the terrorists overseas so we don’t have to
face them here at home again.

We're acting on that principle. Since the
attacks of September the 11th, we have
been on the offense. I believe the best
way to do our duty in securing the home-
land is to stay on the offense. And we're
not alone. That's what our fellow citizens
have got to understand. We're not in this
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