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Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Jan. 9 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:56 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. The Of-

fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 

Statement on the Appointment of Fred F. Fielding as Counsel to the 
President 
January 9, 2007 

I have selected Fred Fielding to serve 
as Counsel to the President. Fred’s exem-
plary legal career has equipped him with 
the judgment and expertise necessary to 
serve in this important position. Fred’s dis-
tinguished record of public service, includ-
ing 5 years as President Reagan’s Counsel, 
makes him uniquely qualified for this posi-
tion. He served with distinction on the 9/ 
11 Commission, is a senior partner at a 
leading law firm, and he has earned a 
strong reputation for integrity. Fred is one 
of the most well-respected and accom-
plished lawyers in our Nation, and I look 
forward to benefiting from his wise counsel. 
I am pleased that he will once again take 
up public service in the White House. 

Fred is replacing my long-time advisor 
and good friend, Harriet Miers. Harriet has 
served as a key member of my team for 
the last 6 years as Counsel, Deputy Chief 
of Staff, and Staff Secretary. I have greatly 
valued her sound judgment. Throughout 
her career, she has devoted herself to the 
rule of law and the cause of justice, earning 
a reputation as a talented lawyer dedicated 
to excellence. Harriet possesses a tireless 
work ethic and a strong commitment to 
serving others. Laura and I are deeply 
grateful for Harriet’s dedication and for her 
friendship. We wish her the very best in 
the next chapter of her life. 

Memorandum on Modification of the June 12, 1998, Withdrawal of Certain 
Areas of the United States Outer Continental Shelf From Leasing 
Disposition 
January 9, 2007 

Memorandum for the Secretary of the 
Interior 

Subject: Modification of the June 12, 1998, 
Withdrawal of Certain Areas of the United 
States Outer Continental Shelf from 
Leasing Disposition 

Under the authority vested in me as 
President of the United States, including 
section 12(a) of the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act, 43 U.S.C. 1341(a), I here-
by modify the first sentence of the with-
drawal of June 12, 1998, of certain areas 

of the United States Outer Continental 
Shelf from leasing disposition to read as 
follows: 

Under the authority granted in section 
12(a) of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands 
Act, 43 U.S.C. 1341(a), I hereby withdraw 
from disposition by leasing through June 
30, 2012, (1) those areas under moratoria 
pursuant to sections 104 and 106 of Public 
Law 109–54, and (2) those areas under 
moratoria pursuant to section 105 of Public 
Law 109–54, excluding that portion of the 
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