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done after World War II helped lay the
foundation of peace.

How about after the Korean war? Some
of you are Korean vets, I know. I bet it
would have been hard for you to predict,
if you can think back to the early fifties,
to predict that an American President
would say that we've got great relations
with South Korea, great relations with
Japan, that China is an emerging market-
place economy, and that the region is
peaceful. This is a part of the world where
we lost thousands of young American sol-
diers, and yet there’s peace.

I believe that U.S. presence there has
given people the time necessary to develop
systems of government that make that part
of the world a peaceful part of the world,
to lay the foundation for peace. And that’s
the work our soldiers are doing in the Mid-
dle East today, and it’s necessary work. It
is necessary because what happens in the
Middle East, for example, can affect the
security of the United States of America.
And it’'s hard work, and we’ve lost some
fantastic young men and women, and we
pray for their families, and we honor their
service and their sacrifice by completing

the mission, by helping a generation of
Americans grow up in a peaceful world.

I cannot tell you how honored I am to
meet with the families of the fallen. They
bear an unbelievable pain in their heart.
And it’s very important for me to make
it clear to them that I believe the sacrifice
is necessary to achieve the peace we all
long for.

I thank you for supporting our troops.
I thank you for setting such a fantastic ex-
ample for a great group of men and women
who have volunteered to serve our country,
and thanks for being such fine Americans.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:23 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Bob Sussan, com-
mander, American Legion Post 177; Sec-
retary of Defense Robert M. Gates; Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Irag; Gen. David
H. Petracus, USA, commanding general,
Multi-National ~ Force—Iragq; Lt. Gen.
Abboud Gambar, Iragi commander of Bagh-
dad, Tragi Army; Haytham Kazim Abdallah
Al-Shimari, head of the Rusafa Al Qaida-Iraq
bomb network; and Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe of Japan.

Statement on Senate Passage of the “Stem Cell Research Enhancement
Act of 2007 and the “Hope Offered through Principled and Ethical Stem

Cell Research Act”
April 11, 2007

Scientists believe that stem cells have the
potential for medical breakthroughs in
treating debilitating medical diseases and
disorders. However, the advancement of
science and medicine need not conflict with
the ethical imperative to protect every
human life. T am a strong supporter of sci-
entific research, which is why I authorized
the first Federal funding for research on
embryonic stem cells, under careful safe-
guards, starting in 2001,

My policy unleashed an unprecedented
scientific effort using the stem cell lines
my policy approved for funding. While en-
couraging—not banning—research, my pol-
icy also ensures that Federal funds are not
used to create incentives to destroy or harm
or create living human embryos for pur-
poses of research.

The Senate today voted in support of
legislation to overturn these safeguards. I
believe this will encourage taxpayer money
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to be spent on the destruction or
endangerment of living human embryos,
raising serious moral concerns for millions
of Americans.

Research using human embryonic stem
cells is still at an early stage, and it will
be years before researchers know how
much promise lies in therapeutic applica-
tions. I believe this early stage is precisely
when it is most important to develop ethi-
cally responsible techniques, so the poten-
tial of stem cells can be explored without
violating human dignity and life.

S. 5 is very similar to legislation I vetoed
last year. This bill crosses a moral line that
I and many others find troubling. If it ad-
vances all the way through Congress to my
desk, I will veto it.

Meanwhile, exciting and significant sci-
entific advances have been reported over

Remarks Following a Meeting on the
Reauthorization

April 12, 2007

I have just had what I consider to be
not only a fascinating meeting but an im-
portant meeting about the No Child Left
Behind Act with leaders of the civil rights
movement, education leaders from around
our country, business leaders who are con-
cerned about America’s competitiveness.

There is a universal belief that the No
Child Left Behind Act needs to be reau-
thorized, and I want to thank you all for
working with us to get this piece of legisla-
tion reauthorized.

I believe the No Child Left Behind Act
needs to be reauthorized because it’s work-
ing. It’s a piece of legislation which believes
in setting high standards and using account-
ability to make sure that every single child
gets a good education. I strongly support
the notion that when we find a child falling
behind that there ought to be extra Federal
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the past few years on uses of stem cells
that do not involve the destruction of em-
bryos. These advances using adult and
other forms of stem cells are exciting. Some
have even produced effective therapies and
treatments for disease, all without the de-
struction of human life.

The second bill that passed the Senate
today, the Hope Act, builds on this ethically
appropriate research by encouraging further
development of these alternative techniques
for producing stem cells without embryo
creation or destruction. I strongly support
this bill, and I encourage the Congress to
pass it and send it to me for my signature,
so stem cell science can progress, without
ethical and cultural conflict.

NoOTE: The statement referred to S. 5 and
S. 30.

No Child Left Behind Act

help so that child can catch back up early,
before it’s too late.

I strongly condemn an achievement gap
that exists in this country. It's a gap be-
tween Anglo students and Latino students
or white students and black students, and
it's not in our country’s interest to allow
an education system to continue to foster
that difference in achievement. The No
Child Left Behind Act is beginning to close
that gap. It's the impetus necessary to
cause the reforms, curriculum changes nec-
essary to make sure every child has a
chance of realizing the great hopes of our
country.

Reauthorizing No Child Left Behind Act
is an important statement, an important
move; it’s an important piece of legislation
necessary to keep this country not only
competitive, but also a country of great
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