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Statement on the Death of Boris Yeltsin

April 23, 2007

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the
death of former Russian President Boris
Yeltsin. President Yeltsin was an historic
figure who served his country during a time
of momentous change. He played a key
role as the Soviet Union dissolved, helped
lay the foundations of freedom in Russia,

and became the first democratically elected
leader in that country’s history. I appreciate
the efforts that President Yeltsin made to
build a strong relationship between Russia
and the United States. We offer our sin-
cerest condolences to the Yeltsin family and
to the Russian people.

Statement on the Identity Theft Task Force Report

April 23, 2007

I commend Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales and Chairman of the Federal
Trade Commission Deborah Majoras for
their work on the Identity Theft Task Force
report released today. The report is the
culmination of many months of hard work
by numerous Federal Agencies. Identity

theft is a serious problem in America, and
my administration is working to combat this
crime and to assist its victims. I thank the
Attorney General, the Chairman, and their
staffs for taking on this difficult and impor-
tant assignment.

Remarks on Congressional Action on Emergency Supplemental

Appropriations
April 24, 2007

Good morning. Seventy-eight days ago,
I sent Congress a request for emergency
war funding that our troops urgently need.
I made it clear to Democratic leaders on
Capitol Hill that I'm willing to discuss our
differences on the way forward in Iraq. But
I also made it clear, our troops should not
be caught in the middle of that discussion.

Yesterday Democratic leaders announced
that they plan to send me a bill that will
fund our troops only if we agree to hand-
cuff our generals, add billions of dollars
in unrelated spending, and begin to pull
out of Iraq by an arbitrary date. I'm dis-
appointed that the Democratic leadership
has chosen this course.

The bill they announced yesterday in-
cludes some of the worst parts of the meas-
ures they had earlier passed with narrow
majorities in the House and the Senate.
They know I'm going to veto a bill con-
taining these provisions, and they know that
my veto will be sustained. But instead of
fashioning a bill I could sign, the Demo-
cratic leaders chose to further delay fund-
ing our troops, and they chose to make
a political statement. That’s their right, but
it is wrong for our troops, and it’s wrong
for our country.

To accept the bill proposed by the

Democratic leadership would be to accept
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