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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency
Blocking Property of Certain Persons and Prohibiting the Export of Certain

Goods to Syria
May 8, 2007

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice,
stating that the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13338 of May
11, 2004, and expanded in scope in Execu-
tive Order 13399 of April 25, 2006, author-
izing the blocking of property of certain
persons and prohibiting the exportation and
reexportation of certain goods to Syria, is
to continue in effect beyond May 11, 2007.
The actions of the Government of Syria
in supporting terrorism, interfering in Leb-

anon, pursuing weapons of mass destruction
and missile programs, and undermining
United States and international efforts with
respect to the stabilization and reconstruc-
tion of Iraq pose a continuing unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue in
effect the national emergency declared with
respect to this threat and to maintain in
force the sanctions I have ordered to ad-
dress this national emergency.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
May 8, 2007.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 9. The
related notice of May 8 is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Remarks Following a Tour of Tornado Damage in Greensburg, Kansas

May 9, 2007

I bring the prayers and concerns of the
people of this country to this town of
Greensburg, Kansas. A lot of us have seen
the pictures about what happened here,
and the pictures don’t do it justice. There
is a lot of destruction. Fortunately, a lot
of folks have basements here in this part
of the world and lived to see another day.
Unfortunately, too many died, and we offer
our prayers and condolences to those who
died.

I am struck by the strength of the char-
acter of the people who live here in the
Plains—people who refuse to be—who

refuse to have their spirit affected by this
storm, as a matter of fact, who are willing
to do what it takes to rebuild in a better
way. America is blessed to have such peo-
ple. And the people here will be—will find
they’re blessed to have neighbors who care,
a total stranger who will come and help
them.

Our role as government officials is to
work with the State and local folks to get
whatever help is appropriate here, whatever
help is in the law to be here as quickly
as possible. My mission is to—today,
though, is to lift people’s spirits as best
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