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You know, one good example of this
good work is supported by—that the U.S.
supports is called the Coptic Hope Center,
in Nairobi, Kenya. Three years ago, the
center had a staff of four people and re-
sources to treat no more than five HIV/
AIDS patients a day. Today, the staff’ con-
sists of 40 people and 10 volunteers who
provided care and treatment services to
over 6,000 people. I want to thank the Di-
rector of the Hope Center, Bishop Paul,
who’s with us today. I want to thank you
for being here. I want to thank you for
your leadership and for your care for your
fellow human beings.

Dr. Bill Pape is with us as well. Dr.
Pape is an expert on infectious diseases and
founded in Haiti a leading HIV treatment
program, which is a major PEPFAR part-
ner. Dr. Pape has shown that even in the
most difficult circumstances, dedicated and
caring people can make great progress in
fighting HIV/AIDS. We're sure proud
you're here, doc. Thanks for coming.

Also with us is Kunene Tantoh. Kunene
is HIV positive. She coordinates a men-
toring program, supported by U.S. funds,
for other mothers with HIV in Cape Town,
South Africa. Kunene is proof that people
with HIV can live productive lives and
make a significant difference in the lives
of others. Kunene, I want to thank you
for joining us. Thank you for bringing

Baron. Baron is 4 years old, and he’s letting
us know. [Laughter] We appreciate you all
coming. Thank you for the example you
have set.

Similar success stories are playing out all
across the African continent, where victims
of HIV/AIDS are finding new reservoirs of
strength and support. Villages in Africa now
talk of the Lazarus effect, dying commu-
nities being brought back to life, thanks
to the compassion of the American people.
This is the impact that has made our emer-
gency plan and the modern-day, good Sa-
maritans who are implementing it so effec-
tive. It’s important that we continue the
work we have begun.

I'm honored that you were here today.
I'm honored to be representing a nation
that cares deeply about the suffering of oth-
ers. I look forward to working with Con-
gress on this great and noble effort.

May God bless you all. May God con-
tinue to bless the United States.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:14 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Jean W. Pape, direc-
tor, Haitian Study Group on Kaposi’s Sar-
coma and Opportunistic Infections; and
Manyongo “Kunene” Mosima Tantoh, mem-
ber, Mothers to Mothers-To-Be. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks at a New Jersey Republican Committee Reception in Edison,

New Jersey
May 30, 2007

The President. Thank you all. Yes, it’s
good to be back in Jersey. Thank you for
the warm welcome. I appreciate you all
coming. Mr. Chairman, thank you for your
kind remarks.

Audience members. We love you, Mr.
President! We love you!
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The President. Yes, well, last time I was
in Jersey, there was a lot of heckling as
well. [Laughter] Good heckling. [Laughter]
I love you too. Thank you. Thanks for com-
ing. Thank you for your enthusiasm. Thank
you for supporting the Republican Party.

Mr. Chairman, I am glad to come and
help you raise money so that you can
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achieve big things, first of all, taking those
New Jersey houses in the November '07
election and laying the groundwork for an
important election in "08. It is important
that a Republican succeed me as President
of the United States, and I thank you for
supporting those efforts.

I want to thank all the grassroots activists
who are here. One grassroots activist I've
known for a long time is the senior chair-
man of the county chairmen here in the
State of New Jersey: George Gilmore. He
happens to be the chairman of the Ocean
County Republican Party. And I want to
thank all the other county chairmen who
are here. And I want to thank all the peo-
ple who put up the signs and make the
phone calls and do all the hard work so
that our candidates know that theyre sup-
ported when theyre out there seeking the
vote.

I really appreciate you coming. I'm
proud to be here with my friend, Lew
Eisenberg, former Republican National
committeeman from New Jersey, and his
wife Judy. I thank Larry Bathgate, former
finance chairman for the Republican Na-
tional Committee. I want to say thank you
to State Minority Leader Leonard Lance
and Alex DeCroce of the State senate for
serving—or actually, DeCroce is in the
statehouse, and Lance is in the senate. And
I appreciate them serving. And our job is
to help you all become the majority leaders.
And T think we've got a good chance to
do it. The experts tell me that with hard
work, there’s a good chance that the state-
house and the State senate become Repub-
lican. And I'm glad to be a part of helping,
and I want to thank you all for helping
as well.

I want to thank you all for recognizing
the fact that you've got the B-team in the
Bush family. The A-team is across the river
in New York City. Yes, that's Laura. She
sends her love. I will tell you this: I'm
a lucky man—when I asked her to marry
me, and she said, “Yes.” A lot of her
friends aren’t so sure she’s so lucky.

[Laughter] But I am pleased to report she’s
doing well. She’s a great First Lady, a great
wife, and a great mom.

I believe you win elections by telling the
people what you believe, not necessarily
what they want to hear. And here are the
things that we believe: We believe that the
number-one priority of this country is to
protect the people of the United States
from further attack. And that’s why we be-
lieve in a strong national defense. We be-
lieve in supporting those who are in the
homeland defending this country, and we
believe those who are defending it overseas.

We believe that we ought to trust people
to make the decisions on how they run
their lives, not trust the government. And
the classic case of whether we trust people
or not is when it comes to cutting taxes.
If you believe in cutting taxes, it means
you trust you to spend your money better
than the government can.

We believe you've got to trust in the
values of our citizens. We believe the role
of government is to unleash the great com-
passion of America to help solve many of
the problems that can only be solved
through love and decency and care; that’s
what we believe. We believe that there is
a role for government, but we believe the
primary role for government is to empower
our citizens to realize their God-given po-
tential. And if we campaign on that mes-
sage, and if we stick to those principles,
and if we govern for what’s right, not based
upon the latest Gallup Poll, we will con-
tinue to lead this country.

I want to talk about our security and
our economy. We are a nation at war. I
wish T didn’t have to say that, but that’s
the reality of the world in which we live.
Now, I understand there’s some good, de-
cent people who disagree with that assess-
ment. We're a country where people are
free to express their views. Some people
don’t believe were in war; I'm just not
one of them. I believe that the role of
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the United States Government is to do ev-
erything we can to protect you from further
attack.

You were affected by the September the
11th attacks a lot, and so was I. I vowed
on that day that T would use all U.S. assets
to do what was necessary to protect the
American people. We're fighting an enemy
that is cruel, an enemy that murders the
innocent to achieve objectives. These folks
just aren’t isolated, angry people, these are
ideologues. These are people that have got
a set of beliefs. I would suggest that peo-
ple, if they're trying to figure out what
these people believe and their vision of the
world, is just remember what life was like
under the Taliban in Afghanistan—particu-
larly if you were a woman or a young girl—
you had no rights, no freedoms. If you ex-
pressed your belief, it was contrary to their
view, you would be, at minimum, whipped
in the public square. These people are bru-
tal. They have no conscience.

They do want to spread their vision as
far and wide as possible. They have a vision
of establishing a caliphate. They hate the
United States of America and what we
stand for. They hate many of our friends,
including Israel. The only way to deal with
these people is to stay on the offense, fight
them overseas so we don’t have to fight
them here at home.

And that's exactly what we've done. I
vowed that this Nation wouldn’t tire. I
vowed that I would do everything I could
to lead this Nation, to protect you. And
since that fateful day that killed nearly
3,000 people, innocent people, this country
has been on the offense. If we find them
overseas, we'll bring them to justice. We're
using everything in our power to get good
intelligence. We've reformed homeland se-
curity. We're supporting those on the front-
line of securing this country.

Oh, T know there’s a big debate about
how to deal with these folks. I will just
tell you my view. You can’t ration with
them. You can’t compromise with them.
You can’t hope for the best with them.
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You must treat them as they are—cold-
blooded killers—and bring them to justice
before they hurt again.

One of the lessons of September the
11th is, we must confront threats before
they come home to hurt us; that when we
see a threat, we must deal with it—not
always with the military, necessarily, but
we've got to take threats seriously. We just
can’'t hope that oceans will protect us from
these people. They have strategies to im-
pose their will. They want to cause enough
harm to cause us to retreat in order for
them to be able to impose their vision.
These folks found safe haven and got help
in Afghanistan. We gave them a chance
to—the Government to turn them over.
They refused, and so we removed the
Taliban from power and thereby removed
the ability for Al Qaida to plot and plan
and attack again.

In Iraq, we faced a threat. He was an
enemy of America, a person who had used
weapons of mass destruction, and a person
who was paying Palestinian—the family—
Palestinian families of suicide bombers, a
person who had harbored terrorists. I went
to the United Nations, right across the river
here. I said to the world, “We face a com-
mon threat.” The United Nations Security
Council agreed. We told Saddam Hussein
with one voice, international voice, “Dis-
arm, or face serious consequences.” It was
his choice to make. He defied the demands
of the free world. I made the decision that
we would liberate the people of Iraq. Get-
ting rid of Saddam Hussein made the world
a better place.

And now the question is, will our country
help these two struggling democracies suc-
ceed? See, the short-run strategy is to bring
people to justice, is to keep the pressure
on. The long-term strategy is to defeat their
ideology with a more hopeful ideology, and
that’s the ideology based upon liberty. Free
societies are societies that best answer the
hopes and dreams of people. In the short
term, welll keep the pressure on the
enemy. In the long term, we must confront
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the circumstances by which 19 people de-
cided to get on airplanes and kill nearly
3,000 people on a brutal attack on the
United States of America. And the stakes
are high.

You know, I know that many of you peo-
ple are deeply concerned about Iraq, and
so am L. You see the carnage on your TV
screens, and you wonder whether or not
success is possible. I want to remind you
that there has been pretty startling progress
made in Iraq. After all, 12 million people
went to the polls and supported a modern-
day constitution and voted for a free gov-
ernment, which stands in stark contrast to
life under a brutal tyrant who killed thou-
sands of his own people.

And a knowing enemy realized there was
being progress—progress was being made,
and they want to stop it. Isn't it interesting,
to determine the mindset of people who
would want to stop the advance of a free
society? Those are people we need to take
seriously in this world.

Many of the spectacular bombings you
see are inspired and done by Al Qaida.
As General Petraeus said, public enemy
number one in Iraq is Al Qaida. Public
enemy number one in the United States
of America is Al Qaida. We must defeat
Al Qaida there so we don’t have to face
them here.

As you know, last fall, T made a decision
about how we should conduct our affairs
in Iraq. I had to choose between allowing
the sectarian violence that was beginning
to get out of hand to continue to foster,
or whether or not to put in more U.S.
troops to try to quell that sectarian vio-
lence, to give this young democracy and
its leaders a chance to make the decisions
necessary for its society to move forward.

Now, I want to tell you—I want to share
why I made the decision I made. I believe
that if we allowed the sectarian violence
to rage in that young democracy, it could
create chaos, not only in the capital but
throughout the country. I was deeply con-
cerned that chaos would create a security

vacuum into which radical and extremist
elements would flow, many of which would
have been fueled by outside forces. I was
concerned that the chaos could spill out
into other countries and destabilize govern-
ments. I was concerned that the message
it would send to a country like Iran was
that the United States of America couldn’t
be counted on. I was concerned that mod-
erate people all throughout the Middle
East would say, the United States doesn’t
keep its word. I was concerned that the
enemy that wants to strike us again would
be emboldened and would find more re-
cruits. I was concerned that the chaos
would be exactly what the enemy wants.
And so I made a decision to put more
troops in, as opposed to retreat.

And I believe this: No matter what the
opinions of people in Washington may be,
when we've got our troops in harm’s way,
they need all the support; they need all
the support they can get from the U.S.
Government.

This is hard work, but it is necessary
work for the security of this country. What
happens in Iraq matters to the security
here at home. And I understand how hard
it is. But I'll tell you what, this is an amaz-
ing country, when we produce men and
women who fully understand the stakes of
serving in the United States military in a
time of danger. I am constantly amazed
that people raise their right hand to wear
the uniform of America, to do what is nec-
essary to protect us. And I am proud to
be their Commander in Chief.

You know, I tell people that one of the
startling aspects of my Presidency has been
that one of my really best friends as Presi-
dent was the Prime Minister of Japan,
Prime Minister Koizumi. I find it inter-
esting—he was such a good friend. Re-
member, we went down to Elvis’s place—
[laughter]—in Memphis, and we had a
wonderful trip. And by the way, his re-
placement, Prime Minister Abe, is a good
friend too.
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Isn't it amazing that my dad and many
of your relatives fought the Japanese as a
sworn enemy?

Audience member. This gentleman right
here—/[inaudible].

The President. Right there is one. Isn't
that interesting that George H.W. Bush,
young Navy fighter pilot, put his life on
the line, along with a lot of other good
folks, to fight the Japanese in a really
bloody conflict? And some 60 years later,
his son sits at the table with the Prime
Minister of the former enemy, talking
about helping this young democracy in Iraq
survive, talking about making sure the lead-
er of North Korea doesn’t get a nuclear
weapon, talking about keeping the peace.

Liberty has got the capacity to transform
troubled regions into peaceful regions. It
has got the capacity to help enemies be-
come allies. In order to defeat the
ideologues that murder the innocent to
achieve their objectives, there must be an
alternative ideology available. And we've
got one for the world, and it’s called free-
dom.

I firmly believe well succeed in doing
the hard work if we do not lose our nerve.
I believe—I firmly believe that the deci-
sions I have made not only will help secure
this country from further attack but will
lay the foundation of peace for generations
to come. I don’t want it to be said, when
the chaos were to spill out and the nuclear
arms race may occur in the Middle East,
that people will look back and say, “What
happened to them in the year 20077 How
come they couldn’t see the impending dan-
ger?” I'm prepared to continue to lead this
Nation and will lead this Nation for the
next 20 months to make sure that we do
the hard work necessary to secure this
country from attack.

Our foreign policy, though, is much more
than just military action and kinetic action
in dealing with an enemy. Our foreign pol-
icy is one based upon the premise and the
principle, to whom much is given, much
is required. Today in the Rose Garden, I
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talked about the great compassion of our
American citizens when I announced that
we were going to double our program to
deal with HIV/AIDS on the continent of
Africa. You ask, “Why would you do that,
Mr. President?” And the reason why it mat-
ters to help ease the suffering around the
world is, what happens overseas matters to
the security of the United States of Amer-
ica. Where you find disease and hunger
and poverty, you find despair. And the dan-
ger is that despair could turn into extre-
mism, radicalism, to the point where people
would be willing to come and kill to
achieve political objectives.

I am so proud of the United States of
America. I don’t know if you know this
or not, but 3 years ago, 50,000 people were
receiving antiretroviral drugs on the con-
tinent of Africa. Thousands were dying, and
a generation was in the process of being
wiped out. And today, because of your gen-
erosity, 1.1 ~ million  people  receive
antiretroviral drugs, and we intend to dou-
ble that number. The soul of America is
enriched when we help those who need
help. Whether it be feeding the hungry
or fighting malaria or dealing with HIV/
AIDS, the United States of America is in
the lead.

And we're also the leader in the industri-
alized world when it comes to economic
growth. This economy of the United States
of America is strong. The unemployment
rate is low; it’s low in a State like New
Jersey. We're adding new jobs. Inflation is
down. The entrepreneurial spirit is strong.
People are investing. People are making a
living in this country.

You know, it wouldn’t necessarily have
been that way—you might remember the
short-term economic history of the United
States. A recession set in, in 2001. We had
those terrorist attacks, which, of course, you
remember here in New Jersey, vividly re-
member, which affected our economy. We
had corporate scandals. We had a lot of
hurdles in the way of economic vitality. But
I think I made a decision that affected the
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economic future of the country when I
worked with the United States Congress
to cut the taxes on everybody who paid
taxes in the United States.

The best way to keep this economy
strong is to let you keep more of your
own money in your pocket. If you're inter-
ested in small-business growth, you let our
small businesses keep money—more of the
money they earn. If you want investment,
you incent investment by cutting the taxes
on investment. If you want a family to do
well, you keep the child credit high. If you
want to make sure you get—if you want
marriage, you get rid of the marriage pen-
alty. In other words, if you want the Amer-
ican people to do better, you cut the taxes,
is what you do.

And that’s exactly what we did. And now
guess what’s happening? The rhetoric in
Washington is beginning to shift, as you
know, and the Congress changed hands.
And they submitted a budget up there.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. They submitted a new
budget, and it's a throwback to the old
days. They said, “We need more of your
money, and therefore, oh, we're just going
to tax a few of you.” But that’s not the
way it works in Washington, DC. You can’t
sate their appetite for spending your
money. The bunch in power in Congress
now wants to raise your taxes as much as
they possibly can because they think they
can spend your money better than you can.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. And that is why it’s impor-
tant for us to make sure those tax cuts
we passed are permanent.

Oh, T know, look, you'll hear the same
tired rhetoric. Listen, “We got to balance
the budget by raising your taxes.” But
we've shown it is possible to balance the
budget by keeping taxes low, keeping our
economy strong, and being wise about how
we spend your money.

You might remember, a while ago, I said,
“We're going to cut the deficit in half over
a period of time.” Well, we did so quicker

than anticipated, 3 years quicker. And now
we've submitted a new budget that shows
how you can balance the budget by keeping
taxes low, within 5 years. And here’s the
logic, and here’s the reason behind such
a philosophy: Low taxes encourage eco-
nomic growth. Economic growth, it turns
out, causes there to be more tax revenues
coming into the Treasury. More tax reve-
nues in the Treasury means you have more
money to offset spending.

And so when you're wise about spending
and you keep taxes low—growing the econ-
omy so we've got the revenues to spend—
you end up balancing the budget. We've
got plenty of money in Washington, DC.
We need more money in your pockets so
this economy continues to grow.

And I believe that if our candidates run
on strong national defense and strong secu-
rity, and I believe if our candidates say,
we trust you to make your health care deci-
sions, or we trust you to make rational deci-
sions for your family, and we trust you with
your own money, we'll keep the White
House in 2008, that we can retake the
statehouses across the country, and we can
retake the Congress. Our philosophy is
hopeful. Our philosophy is optimistic. And
we have shown over this last 6 years, our
philosophy works for the good of the Amer-
ican people.

So that’s what I've come to share with
you. I hope out of this talk, you get a
sense for my optimism about America’s fu-
ture. I believe there is no problem we can’t
solve when we put our mind to it. I believe
that we are a country of determined, fine
people, who are willing to do the hard work
necessary to grow this economy and, at the
same time, protect our country. I believe
there are better days ahead for the Amer-
ican people.

I am proud to lead you. I am proud
you're here. May God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 6:09 p.m. at

the New Jersey Convention and Exposition
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Tom
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Wilson, chairman, New Jersey Republican
State Committee; Gen. David H. Petraeus,
USA, commanding general, Multi-National

Force—Iraq; and Chairman Kim Jong II of
North Korea.

Remarks to the United States Global Leadership Campaign

May 31, 2007

Thank you all. Please be seated. Laura,
thanks for that short introduction. [Laugh-
ter] Tm proud to be introduced by my
wife. I love her dearly. She’s a great First
Lady.

And T appreciate the chance to address
the U.S. Global Leadership Campaign. This
is a fine organization, and it’s an important
organization. It’s rallying businesses and
nongovernmental organizations and faith-
based and community and civic organiza-
tions across our country to advance a noble
cause, ensuring that the United States leads
the world in spreading hope and oppor-
tunity. It's a big deal, and I appreciate your
participation.

It's a big deal because your efforts are
needed. Millions suffer from hunger and
poverty and disease in this world of ours.
Many nations lack the capacity to meet the
overwhelming needs of their people. Alle-
viating this suffer requires bold action from
America. It requires America’s leadership,
and it requires the action of developed na-
tions as well.

That's the message I'm going to take
with me to Europe next week, when Laura
and I go to the G-8. At that meeting I
will discuss our common responsibility to
help struggling nations grow strong and im-
prove the lives of their citizens. And today
I'm going to describe some of the initiatives
that I will be discussing with world leaders
next week to help developing nations build
a better future for their people.

Before I do so, I want to thank George
Ingram, the president of the U.S. Global
Leadership Campaign. I thank the mem-
bers of my Cabinet who share the same
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passion I do for helping those less fortunate
around the world. That would include Car-
los Gutierrez, Department of Commerce;
Secretary Mike Leavitt, Department of
Health and Human Services; Secretary Sam
Bodman at the Department of Energy; Ad-
ministrator Steve Johnson of the EPA.
Thank you all for coming. Proud to be serv-
ing with you.

I am glad that the Acting Director of
the U.S. Foreign Assistance and Acting Ad-
ministrator of USAID is here, Henrietta
Fore. Thanks for coming. I appreciate John
Danilovich, who is the head of the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation; Rob
Mosbacher, the head of OPIC. I appreciate
other members of my administration who
joined us today.

I thank the members of the diplomatic
corps who are here today. I thank the
members of the U.S. Global Leadership
Campaign.

We are a compassionate nation. When
Americans see suffering and know that our
country can help stop it, they expect our
Government to respond. I believe in the
timeless truth, and so do a lot of other
Americans: To whom much is given, much
is required. We're blessed to live in this
country. We're blessed to live in the world’s
most prosperous nation. And I believe we
have a special responsibility to help those
who are not as blessed. It is the call to
share our prosperity with others and to
reach out to brothers and sisters in need.

We help the least fortunate across the
world because our conscience demands it.
We also recognize that helping struggling
nations succeed is in our interest. When
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