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Statement on the Bombing of the Al-Askari Mosque in Samarra, Iraq

June 13, 2007

I condemn in the strongest terms today’s
terrorist attack on the Al-Askari Mosque
in Samarra. This barbarous act was clearly
aimed at inflaming sectarian tensions
among the peoples of Iraq and defeating
their aspirations for a secure, democratic,
and prosperous country. I join Iraq’s lead-
ers in calling on all Iragis to refrain from
acts of vengeance and reject Al Qaida’s
scheme to sow hatred among the Iragi peo-
ple and to instead join together in fighting
Al Qaida as the true enemy of a free and
secure Iraq.

At the Prime Minister’s request, the coa-
lition has dispatched a rapid reaction force
to Samarra to assist Iraqi forces in guarding
the mosque and restoring calm and security

to the area. The United States also stands
ready to help the Iraqi people rebuild and
restore this holy shrine. I call upon the
international community and Iraq’s neigh-
bors to do everything in their power to
help Iraq’s Government and people combat
the terrorists, especially in stopping the
flow of foreign terrorists into Iraq. Those
responsible for this outrage must be found
and brought to justice. The United States
stands by the Iragi people in this difficult
moment and remains fully committed to
helping all Iraqis realize their dreams of
a peaceful future.

NoTE: The statement referred to Prime Min-
ister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq.

Statement on the Death of Parliament Member Walid Eido of Lebanon

June 13, 2007

I strongly condemn today’s assassination
of Lebanese Member of Parliament Walid
Eido, who was murdered along with his
son, two bodyguards, and a number of oth-
ers.

There has been a clear pattern of assas-
sinations and attempted assassinations in
Lebanon since October 2004. Those work-
ing for a sovereign and democratic Leb-
anon have always been the ones targeted.
The victims have always been those who
sought an end to Syrian President Asad’s
interference in Lebanon’s internal affairs.

The United States will continue to stand
up for Lebanon, its people, and its legiti-
mate Government as they face these at-
tacks. The special tribunal for Lebanon

must be allowed to do its work so that
those behind the assassination of former
Prime Minister Hariri and related crimes
can be brought to justice. The assault on
Lebanese state institutions by terrorists and
armed extremists, cross-border arms traf-
ficking, and efforts by the regimes in Da-
mascus and Tehran to foment instability in
Lebanon must stop now.

We ask for the international community
to support the Lebanese Government as
it investigates this latest assault on its de-
mocracy. The perpetrators of these political
assassinations must be brought to justice,
and we all have an obligation to help the
Government of Lebanon identify, inves-
tigate, and prosecute these killers.
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