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The President’s Radio Address 
July 28, 2007 

Good morning. This week, I visited with 
troops at Charleston Air Force Base. These 
fine men and women are serving coura-
geously to protect our country against dan-
gerous enemies. The terrorist network that 
struck America on September the 11th 
wants to strike our country again. To stop 
them, our military, law enforcement, and 
intelligence professionals need the best pos-
sible information about who the terrorists 
are, where they are, and what they are 
planning.

One of the most important ways we can 
gather that information is by monitoring 
terrorist communications. The Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance Act, also known as 
FISA, provides a critical legal foundation 
that allows our intelligence community to 
collect this information while protecting the 
civil liberties of Americans. But this impor-
tant law was written in 1978, and it ad-
dressed the technologies of that era. This 
law is badly out of date, and Congress must 
act to modernize it. 

Today, we face sophisticated terrorists 
who use disposable cell phones and the 
Internet to communicate with each other, 
recruit operatives, and plan attacks on our 
country. Technologies like these were not 
available when FISA was passed nearly 30 
years ago, and FISA has not kept up with 
new technological developments. As a re-
sult, our Nation is hampered in its ability 
to gain the vital intelligence we need to 
keep the American people safe. In his testi-
mony to Congress in May, Mike McCon-
nell, the Director of National Intelligence, 
put it this way: We are, quote, ‘‘significantly 
burdened in capturing overseas commu-
nications of foreign terrorists planning to 
conduct attacks inside the United States.’’ 

To fix this problem, my administration 
has proposed a bill that would modernize 
the FISA statute. This legislation is the 
product of months of discussion with mem-

bers of both parties in the House and the 
Senate, and it includes four key reforms. 
First, it brings FISA up to date with the 
changes in communications technology that 
have taken place over the past three dec-
ades. Second, it seeks to restore FISA to 
its original focus on protecting the privacy 
interests of people inside the United States, 
so we don’t have to obtain court orders 
to effectively collect foreign intelligence 
about foreign targets located in foreign lo-
cations. Third, it allows the government to 
work more efficiently with private sector 
entities like communications providers, 
whose help is essential. And fourth, it will 
streamline administrative processes so our 
intelligence community can gather foreign 
intelligence more quickly and more effec-
tively while protecting civil liberties. 

Our intelligence community warns that 
under the current statute, we are missing 
a significant amount of foreign intelligence 
that we should be collecting to protect our 
country. Congress needs to act immediately 
to pass this bill, so that our national secu-
rity professionals can close intelligence gaps 
and provide critical warning time for our 
country.

As the recent National Intelligence Esti-
mate reported, America is in a heightened- 
threat environment. Reforming FISA will 
help our intelligence professionals address 
those threats, and they should not have to 
wait any longer. Congress will soon be leav-
ing for its August recess. I ask Republicans 
and Democrats to work together to pass 
FISA modernization now, before they leave 
town. Our national security depends on it. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7 a.m. 
on July 27 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 
28. The transcript was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on the morning 
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of July 28, but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 

Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Gordon Brown of 
the United Kingdom at Camp David, Maryland 
July 30, 2007 

President Bush. Welcome. Thank you. 
It’s good to have you here. So everybody 
is wondering whether or not the Prime 
Minister and I were able to find common 
ground, to get along, to have a meaningful 
discussion. And the answer is, absolutely. 
You know, he probably wasn’t sure what 
to expect from me, and I kind of had a 
sense that—of the kind of person I’d be 
dealing with. I would describe Gordon 
Brown as a principled man who really 
wants to get something done. In other 
words, in my discussions with him last 
night, we spent about 2 hours over dinner 
and—just alone. We dismissed the rest of 
the delegations to the bowling alley, I 
think. [Laughter] And as Josh Bolten said, 
it’s the Ryder Cup of bowling. I think the 
trophy was left for Great Britain, if I’m 
not mistaken. 

But we had a really casual and good dis-
cussion, and we’d be glad to share—I’ll be 
glad to share some of the insights here 
and then—but the notion of America and 
Britain sharing values is very important— 
and that we have an obligation, it seems 
to me, to work for freedom and justice 
around the world. And I found a person 
who shares that vision and who understands 
the call. After all, we’re writing the initial 
chapters of what I believe is a great ideo-
logical struggle between those of us who 
do believe in freedom and justice and 
human rights and human dignity and cold-
blooded killers who will kill innocent peo-
ple to achieve their objectives. 

One of the great calling that we have 
here in the beginning of the 21st century 
is to protect our own people. And so we 

spent a fair amount of time making sure 
that our systems are properly aligned so 
as we can share information to protect our 
citizens from this kind of brutal group of 
people who really would like to see us driv-
en from parts of the world so they can 
impose their ideology. And I do congratu-
late the Prime Minister for his steady and 
quick response in the face of a significant 
threat to the homeland. You’ve proved your 
worthiness as a leader, and I thank you 
for that. 

We also recognize that if you’re involved 
with an ideological struggle, then you de-
feat that one ideology with a more hopeful 
ideology, and that’s why it’s very important 
for us to defend and stand with these 
young democracies in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
I appreciate very much the British commit-
ment in Afghanistan and Iraq. I appreciate 
the bravery of the soldiers. Obviously, I 
mourn the loss of any life. I think it’s very 
important for us to make it clear to those 
who are in harm’s way that these missions 
will be driven not by local politics but by 
conditions on the ground, because success 
in Afghanistan and Iraq will be an integral 
part of defeating an enemy and helping 
people realize the great blessings of liberty 
as the alternative to an ideology of darkness 
that spreads its murder to achieve its objec-
tives.

We talked about the tyranny of poverty, 
the tyranny of lack of education. And I 
appreciate the Prime Minister’s strong com-
mitment to press forward on working to-
gether dealing with disease, whether it be 
HIV/AIDS or malaria. He’s got a strong 
commitment to helping people realize the 
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