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NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 11:02 a.m. at the InterContinental 
Sydney. In his remarks, he referred to Ja-
nette Howard, wife of Prime Minister How-
ard; Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force— 

Iraq; Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan; 
Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of the National 
League for Democracy in Burma; President 
Hu Jintao of China; Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th 
Dalai Lama of Tibet; and Opposition Leader 
Kevin M. Rudd of Australia. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and Prime Minister John W. 
Howard of Australia on Climate Change and Energy 
September 5, 2007 

1. Prime Minister Howard and President 
Bush agreed today on the importance of 
confronting the interlinked challenges of 
climate change, energy security and clean 
development.

2. Australia and the United States are 
committed to working together to find ef-
fective solutions. They are working to en-
sure that the energy on which both econo-
mies depend remains reliable, affordable 
and secure by promoting efficiency and di-
versification of supply. 

3. Australia and the United States have 
consistently championed the importance of 
practical action. The key to comprehensive 
global action on climate change is to ensure 
that measures to reduce emissions are con-
sistent with economic growth, poverty alle-
viation and improvements in living stand-
ards.

4. Australia and the United States look 
forward to working actively and construc-
tively with all countries at the UN Climate 
Change Conference in Indonesia in De-
cember, with a view to achieve a post-2012 
agreement that provides for effective action 
from all the major emitting nations toward 
the UNFCCC objective of stabilizing 
greenhouse gas concentrations in the at-
mosphere at a level that would prevent 
dangerous anthropogenic interference with 
the climate system. The APEC Leaders’ 
Declaration on Climate Change, Energy 
Security and Sustainable Development will 

be a significant step forward in efforts to 
forge a new international framework. 

5. Australia welcomed the initiative by 
the United States to launch a series of 
meetings on future global action on climate 
change and looks forward to participating 
in the first Major Economies Meeting on 
Energy Security and Climate Change in 
Washington DC on 27–28 September 2007. 
Both countries believe this process will 
make a major contribution to the negotia-
tion of a post-2012 framework. 

6. Both countries highlighted that a key 
objective of the Major Economies Meeting 
would be to work toward a consensus on 
a long-term global goal for reducing emis-
sions. Such a goal will provide a basis for 
accelerated and concerted action at the na-
tional and international level over the com-
ing years. It underlines the importance of 
viewing action on climate change with a 
long-term perspective. 

7. Together with appropriate policy tools, 
the development and deployment of low 
emission technologies will be a key element 
in addressing the climate change challenge 
in the medium- to longer-term. The Asia- 
Pacific Partnership on Clean Development 
and Climate is a major initiative that was 
co-founded by Australia and the United 
States to drive technology cooperation. 
Working together, the six members—Aus-
tralia, China, India, Japan, the Republic of 
Korea and the United States—have made 
substantial progress since the establishment 
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of the Partnership in Sydney in January 
2006. The Partnership has initiated more 
than 100 practical projects in the areas of 
clean fossil energy, aluminum, coal mining, 
renewable energy, power generation, ce-
ment, buildings and appliances, and steel. 

8. Both countries agree that reducing 
emissions from deforestation is a key com-
ponent of global action on climate change. 
The United States welcomed Australia’s ac-
tion in launching the Global Initiative on 
Forests and Climate, announced by Prime 
Minister Howard in March 2007, and was 
pleased to participate in the recent High- 
Level Meeting in Sydney of 63 countries 
to take forward cooperation under the Ini-
tiative.

9. We also agreed to support multilateral 
action to liberalize trade in environmental 
goods and services. 

10. Australia expressed its interest in par-
ticipating in the Generation IV Inter-
national Forum (GIF), which is a partner-
ship of governments working on fourth gen-
eration nuclear power plant technology. 
The GIF reflects the common interest that 
many countries share in advanced research 
and development in this field. The United 
States expressed its support for Australian 
membership in the GIF. 

11. In acknowledgment of the important 
contribution nuclear power can make in 
meeting energy needs and addressing the 
challenge of climate change, Australia and 
the United States agree on enhancing bilat-
eral civilian nuclear cooperation and sup-
porting the Global Nuclear Energy Partner-
ship (GNEP). GNEP is a multilateral initia-
tive the United States launched to expand 
the safe and secure use of zero-carbon 
emission nuclear energy worldwide. The 
United States welcomes Australia’s partici-
pation in the Ministerial GNEP meeting 
to be held later this month in Vienna, Aus-
tria. The two countries also finalised a joint 
action plan for civil nuclear energy coopera-
tion, including on research and develop-
ment, regulatory issues, and skills and tech-
nical training. 

12. Australia and the United States will 
continue to work closely to advance energy 
security and climate change issues inter-
nationally through other multilateral part-
nerships, including the Carbon Sequestra-
tion Leadership Forum, the Methane to 
Markets Partnership, the Renewable En-
ergy and Energy Efficiency Partnership and 
the International Partnership for the Hy-
drogen Economy. 

13. Important work has also been accom-
plished bilaterally under the auspices of the 
Australia-United States Climate Action 
Partnership and both countries are com-
mitted to further action. Progress has been 
made in the areas of climate change science 
and monitoring, agriculture and forestry, 
approaches to managing High Global 
Warming Potential Gases (synthetic green-
house gases) and policy tools and ap-
proaches to addressing climate change. 

14. We will also endeavor under the 
Montreal Protocol to ensure the recovery 
of the ozone layer to pre-1980 levels by 
accelerating the phase-out of HCFCs in a 
way that supports energy efficiency and cli-
mate change objectives. We will continue 
to exercise leadership in the development 
of the Global Earth Observation System of 
Systems (GEOSS). 

15. The recently-concluded Australia- 
United States Agreement relating to Sci-
entific and Technical Cooperation will pro-
mote collaboration between scientists in 
both countries on world-leading research 
and technology development, including in 
the area of climate change. 

16. In recognition of the importance of 
global action on climate change and energy, 
the United States welcomes Australia’s par-
ticipation in the FutureGen International 
Partnership, a major United States-led 
international project aimed at building a 
prototype plant that integrates coal gasifi-
cation and carbon capture and storage to 
produce electricity with near-zero emis-
sions. This demonstrates and underscores 
the commitment of both countries to the 
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development and deployment of clean coal 
technologies.

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by Prime Minister John W. Howard of 
Australia in Sydney 
September 5, 2007 

Thank you. Mr. Prime Minister, thank 
you for your hospitality. Janette, thank you 
for joining us. 

So the Prime Minister said, ‘‘Do you 
want to eat lunch with some of our finest 
citizens?’’ I said, ‘‘Sure.’’ He said, ‘‘Fine, 
I’m going to introduce you to the Australian 
Defense Force folks.’’ And I appreciate you 
having me. It’s a nice barbeque you threw 
for us. Looking forward to a little cowboy 
music. [Laughter] But most of all, I’ve been 
looking forward to saying thanks for those 
who wear the uniform. 

These are tough times. They’re times I 
know that your families wonder whether 
or not it’s worth it for you to be in the 
military. For those of you who have been 
to Iraq or Afghanistan—I saw this wounded 
man over here—you know that people won-
der, is it worth it? Is it worth the sacrifice? 
And I told some folks today at a press 
conference, if it wasn’t worth it for our 
own peace and security, I wouldn’t put our 
own troops in. 

I believe the work that you’re doing 
alongside our forces is necessary for peace. 
I believe we are writing one of the great 

chapters in the history of liberty and peace. 
And the Prime Minister has given me a 
chance to thank you; so I want to thank 
you. You’ve got a fabulous military. 

I talked to our folks all the time about 
what is it like to be side by side with the 
Aussies again. And they say, ‘‘It’s a great 
honor and a privilege.’’ And so thanks for 
being in the military. Thanks for rep-
resenting your country. Thanks for making 
the sacrifice necessary for peace. The work 
you’re doing is necessary work, and we’re 
going to win. And we’ll succeed. And when 
people look back at this chapter in the his-
tory of the world, they’re going to say, 
‘‘Thank God there were folks like you all.’’ 

So, Mr. Prime Minister, I’m honored to 
be with you. May God bless you all. May 
God bless our countries. Thanks for having 
me.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. at 
Garden Island. In his remarks, he referred 
to Janette Howard, wife of Prime Minister 
Howard. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the 
remarks of Prime Minister Howard. 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of James A. Nussle as Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget 
September 5, 2007 

I thank the Senate for its strong bipar-
tisan vote confirming Jim Nussle as Direc-

tor of the Office of Management and Budg-
et.
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