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development and deployment of clean coal
technologies.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by Prime Minister John W. Howard of

Australia in Sydney
September 5, 2007

Thank you. Mr. Prime Minister, thank
you for your hospitality. Janette, thank you
for joining us.

So the Prime Minister said, “Do you
want to eat lunch with some of our finest
citizens?” I said, “Sure.” He said, “Fine,
I'm going to introduce you to the Australian
Defense Force folks.” And I appreciate you
having me. It's a nice barbeque you threw
for us. Looking forward to a little cowboy
music. [Laughter] But most of all, I've been
looking forward to saying thanks for those
who wear the uniform.

These are tough times. Theyre times I
know that your families wonder whether
or not it’s worth it for you to be in the
military. For those of you who have been
to Iraq or Afghanistan—I saw this wounded
man over here—you know that people won-
der, is it worth it? Is it worth the sacrifice?
And T told some folks today at a press
conference, if it wasnt worth it for our
own peace and security, I wouldn’t put our
own troops in.

I believe the work that youre doing
alongside our forces is necessary for peace.
I believe we are writing one of the great

chapters in the history of liberty and peace.
And the Prime Minister has given me a
chance to thank you; so I want to thank
you. You've got a fabulous military.

I talked to our folks all the time about
what is it like to be side by side with the
Aussies again. And they say, “It’'s a great
honor and a privilege.” And so thanks for
being in the military. Thanks for rep-
resenting your country. Thanks for making
the sacrifice necessary for peace. The work
youre doing is necessary work, and we're
going to win. And we’ll succeed. And when
people look back at this chapter in the his-
tory of the world, theyre going to say,
“Thank God there were folks like you all.”

So, Mr. Prime Minister, I'm honored to
be with you. May God bless you all. May
God bless our countries. Thanks for having
me.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. at
Garden Island. In his remarks, he referred
to Janette Howard, wife of Prime Minister
Howard. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of Prime Minister Howard.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of James A. Nussle as Director of the

Office of Management and Budget
September 5, 2007

I thank the Senate for its strong bipar-
tisan vote confirming Jim Nussle as Direc-

tor of the Office of Management and Budg-
et.
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Jim’s confirmation comes at a critical
time for our Nation’s budget as Congress
considers this year’s annual spending bills.
With less than a month until the new fiscal
year begins, Congress has not sent any of
the 12 appropriations bills to my desk. We
must work together quickly to get the peo-
ple’s work done on time.

Jim is a strong advocate for fiscal dis-
cipline and progrowth economic policies,

and he will help lead efforts to balance
the budget by 2012 by restraining Federal
spending and keeping taxes low. And as
OMB Director, he will work to provide
transparency regarding Federal spending
and earmarks, strong accountability in Gov-
ernment, and better results for taxpayers.

I congratulate Jim and his family on to-
day’s confirmation and thank him for his
continued service to our Nation.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol to the Convention on the
Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter

September 4, 2007

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, with a view to re-
ceiving advice and consent, the 1996 Pro-
tocol to the Convention on the Prevention
of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes
and Other Matter (the “London Conven-
tion”), done in London on November 7,
1996. The Protocol was signed by the
United States on March 31, 1998, and it
entered into force on March 24, 2006.

The Protocol represents the culmination
of a thorough and intensive effort to update
and improve the London Convention. The
London Convention governs the ocean
dumping and incineration at sea of wastes
and other matter and was a significant early
step in international protection of the ma-
rine environment from pollution caused by
these activities.

Although the Protocol and the London
Convention share many features, the Pro-
tocol is designed to protect the marine en-
vironment more effectively. The Protocol
moves from a structure of listing substances
that may not be dumped to a “reverse list”
approach, which prohibits ocean dumping
of all wastes or other matter, except for
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a few specified wastes. This approach is
combined with detailed criteria for environ-
mental assessment of those materials that
may be considered for dumping and poten-
tial dumping sites.

The Protocol would be implemented
through amendments to the Marine Protec-
tion, Research, and Sanctuaries Act
(MPRSA), which currently covers London
Convention obligations. There will not be
any substantive changes to existing practices
in the United States, and no economic im-
pact is expected from implementation of
the Protocol. I recommend that the Senate
give early and favorable consideration to
this Protocol and give its advice and con-
sent to ratification, with the declaration and
understanding contained in Articles 3 and
10 respectively in the accompanying report
of the Department of State.

GEORGE W. BUsH
The White House,
September 4, 2007.

NoTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 6.
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