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Sept. 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 

Jim’s confirmation comes at a critical 
time for our Nation’s budget as Congress 
considers this year’s annual spending bills. 
With less than a month until the new fiscal 
year begins, Congress has not sent any of 
the 12 appropriations bills to my desk. We 
must work together quickly to get the peo-
ple’s work done on time. 

Jim is a strong advocate for fiscal dis-
cipline and progrowth economic policies, 

and he will help lead efforts to balance 
the budget by 2012 by restraining Federal 
spending and keeping taxes low. And as 
OMB Director, he will work to provide 
transparency regarding Federal spending 
and earmarks, strong accountability in Gov-
ernment, and better results for taxpayers. 

I congratulate Jim and his family on to-
day’s confirmation and thank him for his 
continued service to our Nation. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol to the Convention on the 
Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter 
September 4, 2007 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, with a view to re-

ceiving advice and consent, the 1996 Pro-
tocol to the Convention on the Prevention 
of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes 
and Other Matter (the ‘‘London Conven-
tion’’), done in London on November 7, 
1996. The Protocol was signed by the 
United States on March 31, 1998, and it 
entered into force on March 24, 2006. 

The Protocol represents the culmination 
of a thorough and intensive effort to update 
and improve the London Convention. The 
London Convention governs the ocean 
dumping and incineration at sea of wastes 
and other matter and was a significant early 
step in international protection of the ma-
rine environment from pollution caused by 
these activities. 

Although the Protocol and the London 
Convention share many features, the Pro-
tocol is designed to protect the marine en-
vironment more effectively. The Protocol 
moves from a structure of listing substances 
that may not be dumped to a ‘‘reverse list’’ 
approach, which prohibits ocean dumping 
of all wastes or other matter, except for 

a few specified wastes. This approach is 
combined with detailed criteria for environ-
mental assessment of those materials that 
may be considered for dumping and poten-
tial dumping sites. 

The Protocol would be implemented 
through amendments to the Marine Protec-
tion, Research, and Sanctuaries Act 
(MPRSA), which currently covers London 
Convention obligations. There will not be 
any substantive changes to existing practices 
in the United States, and no economic im-
pact is expected from implementation of 
the Protocol. I recommend that the Senate 
give early and favorable consideration to 
this Protocol and give its advice and con-
sent to ratification, with the declaration and 
understanding contained in Articles 3 and 
10 respectively in the accompanying report 
of the Department of State. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
September 4, 2007. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 6. 
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Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Sept. 6 

Message to the Senate Transmitting an Amendment to the Convention on 
the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material 
September 4, 2007 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and 

consent to ratification the Amendment to 
the Convention on the Physical Protection 
of Nuclear Material (the ‘‘Amendment’’). A 
conference of States Parties to the Conven-
tion on the Physical Protection of Nuclear 
Material, adopted on October 28, 1979, 
adopted the Amendment on July 8, 2005, 
at the International Atomic Energy Agency 
in Vienna. I transmit also, for the informa-
tion of the Senate, the Department of State 
report on the Amendment. Legislation nec-
essary to implement the Amendment will 
be submitted to the Congress separately. 

The Amendment contains specific provi-
sions to effect a coordinated international 
response to combating and preventing nu-
clear terrorism and ensuring global security. 
It will require each State Party to the 
Amendment to establish, implement, and 
maintain an appropriate physical protection 
regime applicable to nuclear material and 
nuclear facilities used for peaceful pur-
poses. The aims of the regime are to pro-
tect such material against theft or other 
unlawful taking, to locate and rapidly re-
cover missing or stolen material, to protect 
such material and facilities against sabotage, 

and to mitigate or minimize the radiological 
consequences of sabotage. The Amendment 
also provides a framework for cooperation 
among States Parties directed at preventing 
nuclear terrorism and ensuring punishment 
of offenders; contains provisions for pro-
tecting sensitive physical protection infor-
mation; and adds new criminal offenses that 
each State Party must make punishable by 
law. States Parties must also either submit 
for prosecution or extradite any person 
within their jurisdictions alleged to have 
committed one of the offenses defined in 
the Convention, as amended. 

This Amendment is important in the 
campaign against international nuclear ter-
rorism and nuclear proliferation. I rec-
ommend, therefore, that the Senate give 
early and favorable consideration to this 
Amendment, subject to the understandings 
described in the accompanying report of 
the Department of State. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
September 4, 2007. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 6. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Hu Jintao of China in 
Sydney
September 6, 2007 

President Bush. The President and I just 
concluded a very constructive meeting. It 
was constructive because, one, we had a 
lot to talk about—a lot of interests that 
we want to work together on—and also be-
cause he’s an easy man to talk to. I’m very 

comfortable in my discussions with Presi-
dent Hu. 

We talked about Iran and North Korea 
and Sudan. We talked about climate change 
and our desire to work together on climate 
change. We talked about our economic re-
lations and our trade. And the President 
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