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Statement on the Death of D. James Kennedy 
September 7, 2007 

Dr. D. James Kennedy was a man of 
great vision, faith, and integrity. Under his 
leadership, Coral Ridge Presbyterian 
Church of Florida developed from a small 
group of worshipers in an elementary 
school cafeteria into one of America’s most 
prominent congregations. Dr. Kennedy’s 
message of love and hope inspired millions 
of Americans and others worldwide through 
the institutions he founded, including Coral 
Ridge Ministries, Knox Theological Semi-

nary, and Westminster Academy. He was 
also a student of history and successful au-
thor who encouraged Americans of faith 
to exercise their democratic freedoms and 
put their values into practice. His legacy 
of grace and personal humility will continue 
to influence hearts and lives. 

Laura and I pray for Anne, his wife of 
over 50 years, and the rest of the Kennedy 
family.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan 
in Sydney, Australia 
September 8, 2007 

President Bush. Shinzo, thank you for 
your time. I not only had breakfast with 
my friend, I just had a very constructive 
bilateral discussion on a variety of issues. 
We, of course, discussed concern about cli-
mate change, our regional concerns. We 
talked about energy security. We talked 
about Iran. 

But mostly, I want to thank the Prime 
Minister, his Government, and the Japanese 
people for their contribution in the war 
against terror. The role that Japan plays 
in this fight is a vital role, and it’s a nec-
essary role. Japan provides a vital service 
not only to the United States but to other 
countries as a refueler of our ships. And 
I thank you for that, Mr. Prime Minister, 
and I thank the Japanese people for that 
as well. 

The fact that we’re in a war against ex-
tremists was heightened today by the re-
lease of a tape. The tape is a reminder 
about the dangerous world in which we 
live, and it is a reminder that we must 
work together to protect our people against 

these extremists who murder the innocent 
in order to achieve their political objectives. 

I found it interesting that on the tape, 
Iraq was mentioned, which is a reminder 
that Iraq is a part of this war against ex-
tremists. If Al Qaida bothers to mention 
Iraq, it’s because they’re—they want to 
achieve their objectives in Iraq, which is 
to drive us out and to develop a safe haven. 
And the reason they want a safe haven 
is to launch attacks against America or any 
other ally. And therefore, it’s important that 
we show resolve and determination to pro-
tect ourselves, to deny Al Qaida safe haven, 
and to support young democracies, which 
will be a major defeat to their ambitions. 

So, Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for 
being here. I’m proud to call you friend. 

Prime Minister Abe. I’m very happy that 
we were able to have a very nice meeting 
today, George. Following on to the tri-
lateral breakfast that we had among three 
countries, Japan, Australia, and the United 
States, together, the two of us were able 
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to have a very useful or meaningful discus-
sion on various areas, including the polit-
ical, economic, and security and climate 
change—all these areas. And we agreed to 
further strengthen the indispensable, irre-
placeable alliance that we have between our 
two countries. 

And Japan and the United States agreed 
to cooperate so that we can build an effec-
tive framework for addressing the problem 
of climate change. And we agreed the im-
portance for the international community 
to be—stay united in the fight against ter-
rorism, which is still ongoing. And we also 

agreed on the importance of the Japanese- 
American refueling operation in the Indian 
Ocean.

We not only agreed to strengthen our 
bilateral relationship as allies, but we also 
agreed to cooperate closely in attacking the 
various issues that faces the international 
community.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. at 
the InterContinental Sydney. Prime Minister 
Abe spoke in Japanese, and his remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono 
of Indonesia in Sydney 
September 8, 2007 

President Bush. Mr. President, I admire 
your leadership, I admire your strength of 
character, and I appreciate our conversation 
today. But first, I thank you very much 
for your strength in this struggle against 
extremism. You understand firsthand what 
it means to deal with radicalism, and you’ve 
done it in a very constructive way. On the 
one hand, you’ve brought people to justice 
who deserved it; on the other hand, you’ve 
worked to improve the human condition. 

And we’re proud to stand with you on 
matters such as education. You’ve got a 
very constructive education reform package 
in your country that we believe will make 
a difference, and I thank you for that. 

Today we discussed our bilateral relations 
and the importance of military-to-military 
relationship. I think it’s important that offi-
cers in the Indonesian Army and the Indo-
nesian military come to the United States. 
I think it’s important for our military folks 
to interface with your officers. After all, 
Mr. President, if I remember correctly, you 
spent some time in Kansas. And I think 
it’s in the country’s interest that we inter-

face with our friends, the Indonesians, in 
this way. 

I want to thank you for your leadership 
on climate change. We had a good discus-
sion on climate change. Interestingly 
enough, the President is in the lead when 
it comes to coral reef protection, and we 
want to help you. And you’ve also got an 
aggressive plan to stop deforestation. As a 
matter of fact, you’re one of the leaders 
in the world when it comes to these prac-
tical applications of environmental quality 
and environmental progress. And the 
United States wants to help. We’re working 
on a $20 million initiative to help you on 
your preventing deforestation, and it’s a 
good use of our taxpayers’ money, particu-
larly since we’ve got such a strong cham-
pion as you in the lead. 

I also thank you very much for our dis-
cussion on Doha. Trade will help our re-
spective nations. And your Minister and I 
had a discussion yesterday, and I want to 
thank you for your leadership on this key 
issue.
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