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Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; Prime Min-
ister Nuri al-Maliki, President Jalal Talabani,
and Vice Presidents Adil Abd Al-Mahdi and
Tariq al-Hashimi of Irag; Parliament Mem-
ber Sa’ad al-Din al-Hariri and Prime Min-
ister Fuad Siniora of Lebanon; President
Bashar al-Asad of Syria; Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert of Israel; President Mahmoud

Abbas and Prime Minister Salam Fayyad of
the Palestinian Authority; and King Abdallah
bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia. Por-
tions of Mr. Nakouzi’s remarks were in Ara-
bic, and an English translation was provided.
The transcript was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on October 5. A tape was
not available for verification of this interview.

Remarks on the National Economy and Homeland Security

October 5, 2007

I want to thank members of my eco-
nomic team for coming into the Oval Office
this morning to bring some good news here
for America’s families and America’s work-
ing people. The—last month, our economy
added 110,000 new jobs. And that’s good
news for people here in our country. It’s
an indicator that this economy is a vibrant
and strong economy.

The folks briefed me on the fact that
they are—numbers for July and August
were revised—the job numbers, job cre-
ation numbers. And this economy added
118,000 new jobs in July and August as
well. This means—with these revisions, it
means that weve had 49 consecutive
months of job creation. And that’s the long-
est uninterrupted job growth on record for
our country.

You know, I am really pleased with the
economic news, but I don’t take good news
for granted. I understand people are wor-
ried about their mortgage payments or con-
cerned about sending their child to college.
I know that people are concerned whether
or not they’re going to have enough money
to meet their needs. And so my call to
the United States Congress is, keep taxes
low. If you want this economy continue
to grow and if you want to reinforce the
fact that we've got—entrepreneurship is
strong and people are working, don’t raise
taxes.
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And I'm looking forward to working with
the Congress to set priorities on how we
spend the people’s money. But I also am
going to make it very clear to people in
Congress that we're not going to raise the
taxes on the working people.

And so I'm real pleased. I thank you
all for coming in to bring this good news
to me. It's—this good news is a real tribute
to the hard-working Americans, the people
out there working hard to put food on the
table. And it's a tribute to the entrepre-
neurial spirit of the country.

I want to say something else. There’s
been a lot of talk in the newspapers and
on TV about a program that I put in mo-
tion to detain and question terrorists and
extremists. I have put this program in place
for a reason, and that is to better protect
the American people. And when we find
somebody who may have information re-
garding an—a potential attack on America,
you bet we're going to detain them, and
you bet we're going to question them, be-
cause the American people expect us to
find out information, actionable intelligence
so we can help them, help protect them.
That’s our job.

Secondly, this Government does not tor-
ture people. You know, we stick to U.S.
law and our international obligations.

Thirdly, there are highly trained profes-
sionals questioning these extremists and ter-
rorists. In other words, we got professionals
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who are trained in this kind of work to
get information that will protect the Amer-
ican people. And by the way, we have got-
ten information from these high-value de-
tainees that have helped protect you.

And finally, the techniques that we use
have been fully disclosed to appropriate
Members of the United States Congress.
The American people expect their Govern-

The President’s Radio Address
October 6, 2007

Good morning. One important commit-
ment of the Federal Government is to help
America’s poorest children get access to
health care. Most of these children are cov-
ered by Medicaid, which will spend more
than $35 billion to help them this fiscal
year. For children who do not qualify for
Medicaid but whose families are struggling,
we have the State Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program, or SCHIP.

Washington is now in the midst of an
important debate over the future of this
vital program. I strongly support SCHIP.
My administration has added more than 2
million children to SCHIP since 2001. And
our 2008 budget increases SCHIP funding
by 20 percent over 5 years.

Unfortunately, more than 500,000 poor
children who are eligible for SCHIP cov-
erage are not enrolled in the program. At
the same time, many States are spending
SCHIP funds on adults. In fact, based on
their own projections for this fiscal year,
Minnesota, Ilinois, New Jersey, Michigan,
Rhode Island, and New Mexico will spend
more SCHIP money on adults than they
do on children. And that is not the purpose
of the program.

This week, congressional leaders sent me
a deeply flawed bill that would move
SCHIP even further from its original pur-
pose. Here are some of the problems with
Congress’s plan. Under their plan, one out

ment to take action to protect them from
further attack. And that’s exactly what this
Government is doing, and that’s exactly
what we’ll continue to do.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:54 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House.

of every three children who moves onto
Government coverage would drop private
insurance. In other words, millions of chil-
dren would move out of private health in-
surance and onto a Government program.
Congress’s plan would also transform a pro-
gram for poor children into one that covers
children in some households with incomes
up to $83,000. Congress’s plan would raise
taxes on working people. And Congress’s
plan does not even fully fund all the new
spending. If their plan becomes law, 5
years from now Congress would have to
choose between throwing people off
SCHIP or raising taxes a second time.

Congress’s SCHIP plan is an incremental
step toward their goal of Government-run
health care for every American. Govern-
ment-run health care would deprive Ameri-
cans of the choice and competition that
comes from the private market. It would
cause huge increases in Government spend-
ing. It would result in rationing, ineffi-
ciency, and long waiting lines. It would re-
place the doctor-patient relationship with
dependency on bureaucrats in Washington,
DC. And it is the wrong direction for our
country.

Congress knew that I would veto this
bill, yet they sent it anyway. So on Wednes-
day, T vetoed the SCHIP bill. And I asked
Members of Congress to come together
and work with me on a responsible bill
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