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Message on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr

October 1, 2007

I send greetings to Muslims in the
United States and around the world cele-
brating Eid al-Fitr, the Festival of Breaking
the Fast.

The great faith of Islam has enhanced
our society and brought comfort and
strength to generations in America and
around the world. The three day festival
of Eid al-Fitr marks the end of the month-
long fast of Ramadan and is a time to look
forward with a spirit of renewal and hope,
and celebrate the rich Islamic tradition of
charity and giving. During this holiday,
Muslims gather with family and friends to
share in traditional food, thank God for His
blessings, and reach out to the less fortu-
nate.

Our Nation is proud to be a land of
many beliefs, and our society is enriched
by our Muslim citizens. On the first day
of Shawwal, the tenth month of the Islamic
calendar, may people of all faiths reflect
on the values we hold in common, includ-
ing love of family, the importance of com-
munity, and gratitude to God.

Laura and I send our best wishes for
a joyful celebration. Eid Mubarak.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NoTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 11.
An original was not available for verification
of the content of this message.

Remarks Following a Meeting on the National Economy

October 11, 2007

I just had a meeting with members of
my economic team, and I thank you all
for coming. I particularly want to thank
Director of the OMB Jim Nussle for his
briefing on the newest numbers regarding
our deficit.

You know, last February, it was projected
that our deficit would be $244 billion, and
today the Director informed us that the
deficit—actual deficit is $163 billion. In
other words, as a result of the hard work
of the American people, this economy is
growing; the growing economy has yielded
more tax revenues than anticipated. And
because of fiscal restraint, those tax reve-
nues went to reduce our deficit.

The deficit today is at 1.2 percent of
GDP, which is lower than the average of
the last 40 years. In other words, we have
told the American people that by keeping
taxes low, we can grow the economy, and

by working with Congress to set priorities,
we can be fiscally responsible and we can
head toward balance. And that’s exactly
where we're headed.

Now the fundamental question is wheth-
er the United States Congress will work
constructively with the administration to
keep taxes low and to keep spending sound.
I look forward to working with members
of both parties to continue keeping this—
keeping our fiscal house in order, to con-
tinue to head for a balanced budget. But
it’s going to require the Congress to show
fiscal restraint, fiscal discipline. One of the
reasons why the Constitution wisely gave
the President the veto is to help them exer-
cise fiscal discipline and fiscal constraint.

It’s very important for Congress to also
understand that they should not be trying
to take money out of the pockets of the
small-business owners and working people.
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