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to dilute that spirit of entrepreneurship is
to run your taxes up. And that's why I'm
going to use my veto pen to prevent people
from doing it.

You know, we're living during chal-
lenging times. I view—but I view these as
exciting times as well. T genuinely do. I
think we're laying the foundation of peace
for your children and grandchildren. I know
it’s necessary to do the hard work now so
the first chapters of the 2Ist century will
be positive chapters.

I firmly believe that the spread of liberty
is going to make it such that when people
look back at this period of time, they say,
thank God America had faith in certain val-
ues, certain fundamental truths. And one
of those truths is that there is an Almighty,
and a gift of that Almighty to every man,
woman, and child is freedom. And another
historical truth is, freedom yields the peace
we want.

And at home, freedom for people to in-
vest and to make choices is important for
a hopeful America. Government must trust
the American people. We must trust the
American people with your money; we
must trust the American people as you
make important decisions in health care;
and we must trust the American people
to continue to be the compassionate people
that we are.

It’s an honor to represent you. May God
bless you, and may God continue to bless
our country.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:48 a.m. at
the Renaissance Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to William B. Gyr, president and
chief executive officer, Sunny Delight Bev-
erages Company; and Cal Dooley, president
and chief executive officer, Grocery Manu-
facturers Association/Food Products Associa-
tion. He also referred to H.R. 976, H.R.
3678, and H.R. 3963.
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The President. Thank you all. Be seated.
Good afternoon. I'm proud to announce my
nomination of Ed Schafer to be the next
Secretary of the Agriculture.

The Secretary of Agriculture heads a
Cabinet Department of more than 100,000
employees. I rely on the Secretary to pro-
vide sound advice on issues ranging from
our Nation’s farm economy and food supply
to international trade and conservation pro-
grams. To carry out these responsibilities,
the Secretary of Agriculture needs to be
someone who understands the challenges
facing America’s farmers, ranchers, and
consumers.

Ed Schafer is the right choice to fill this
post. He was a leader on agricultural issues
during his 8 years as the Governor of North

Dakota. He worked to open new markets
for North Dakota farmers and ranchers by
expanding trade with China. He oversaw
the development of the State’s agricultural
biofuels industry. He helped families re-
cover from natural disasters, including
drought, fires, and floods. And he pio-
neered innovative programs to increase eco-
nomic opportunity in rural communities.

Ed also has extensive management expe-
rience in the private sector. Before running
for public office, he was the president of
the family-owned business that his dad
started. He’s also launched a number of
entrepreneurial ventures on his own. At
every stage of his career, Ed has shown
wisdom, foresight, and creativity. Those
same qualities will make him a valuable
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member of my Cabinet, and they will make
him a trusted friend to America’s farmers
and ranchers.

Ed’s passion for agriculture has deep
roots. His maternal grandparents were
Danish immigrants who worked as farmers
on the plains of North Dakota. Ed has al-
ways kept their story close to his heart.
And they’d be proud to see their grandson
rise to become our Nation’s top agriculture
official.

In his new job, Ed will carry on the
work of another fine public servant, Mike
Johanns. Mike became Secretary of Agri-
culture at the beginning of my second
term. During his time in office, he helped
open new markets for trade, promoted re-
newable fuels and conservation, and pro-
vided timely assistance to our farmers and
ranchers devastated by natural disasters.
Mike leaves a legacy of integrity and dedi-
cation. And Laura and I wish Mike and
his wife Stephanie all the best on their
return to Nebraska.

I also thank my friend Deputy Secretary
of Agriculture Chuck Conner for serving
as Acting Secretary during this time of tran-
sition. Chuck grew up on a family farm
in Indiana. He has a deep knowledge of
agricultural issues. He’s done an out-
standing job. Appreciate the fact that you'll
remain as Acting Secretary until the Senate
confirms Ed as Mike Johanns’s permanent
replacement. And thank you for joining us
today.

Following Mike is not going to be easy,
but Ed Schafer is up to the challenge. With
Ed’s leadership, we will work with Con-
gress to pass a farm bill that provides farm-
ers with a safety net, protects our lands
and the environment, and spends Federal
tax dollars wisely. Ed will also join other
members of my administration to continue
leveling the playing field for America’s farm
products by concluding the Doha round of
trade negotiations. And he and I will con-
tinue to work hard to open up new markets
for American beef.

As Ed takes on these new challenges,
he will rely on the support of his caring
family. Ed is blessed with a wonderful wife,
Nancy, who came from North Dakota
today. He is also blessed with four children
and eight grandchildren. Their love will
give Ed the strength to serve our country
in his new capacity.

I urge the Senate to swiftly confirm Ed
Schafer as the 29th Secretary of Agri-
culture. I look forward to having this good
and decent man as a member of my Cabi-
net. Congratulations.

[At this point, Secretary-designate Schafer
made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you, sir. Good job.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Secretary-designate Schafer.

Remarks to the White House Press Pool and an Exchange With Reporters

November 1, 2007

The President. Thanks. I wanted to high-
light the speech I'm giving today to Herit-
age. I'm concerned that there are some
who have lost sight of the fact that we're
at war with extremists and radicals who
want to attack us again. Part of the speech
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is to remind people that even though we
haven’'t been attacked since September the
11th, there’s still an enemy out there that
would like to attack us.

And therefore, it's important for Con-
gress to pass law and/or confirm nominees
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