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Message to the Senate Transmitting a Treaty Between the United States
and Australia Concerning Defense Trade Cooperation

December 3, 2007

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith for Senate advice and
consent to ratification the Treaty Between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Australia
Concerning Defense Trade Cooperation,
done at Sydney, September 5, 2007. I
transmit also, for the information of the
Senate, the report of the Department of
State that includes an overview of this
Treaty.

My Administration is prepared to provide
to the Senate for its information other rel-
evant documents, including proposed im-
plementing arrangements to be concluded
pursuant to the Treaty, relevant cor-
respondence with the Government of Aus-

The President’s News Conference
December 4, 2007

The President. Good morning. I appre-
ciate the fact that the United States Senate
is going to take up the free trade agree-
ment with Peru today. This agreement will
level the playing field for American goods
and services. It will create new opportuni-
ties for investment. It will strengthen our
friendship with a fellow democracy. The
House of Representatives has passed this
bill. T congratulate the House leadership.
And T certainly hope the Senate will pass
it as well. This will be a very positive step.

But Congress still has a lot to do and
doesn’t have very much time to do it
Three weeks from today, Americans will
celebrate Christmas, and three groups of
Americans are waiting on Congress to act.
The first group are the troops. Our troops
are waiting on Congress to fund them in
their operations overseas. Nearly 10 months
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tralia, and proposed amendments to the
International Traffic in Arms Regulations.

This Treaty will allow for greater co-
operation between the United States and
Australia, enhancing the operational capa-
bilities and interoperability of the armed
forces of both countries. I recommend that
the Senate give early and favorable consid-
eration to this Treaty.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
December 3, 2007.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 4.

ago, I submitted a detailed funding request.
Congress has not acted. Our men and
women shouldn’t have to wait any longer.

Second, our intelligence professionals are
waiting for Congress to act. The legislation
Congress approved early this year to make
sure our intelligence professionals can con-
tinue to effectively monitor terrorist com-
munications is set to expire in February.
Allowing this law to lapse would open gaps
in our intelligence and increase the danger
to our country. Our intelligence profes-
sionals need these tools to keep our people
safe, and they need Congress to ensure that
these tools are not taken away.

Third, American taxpayers are waiting on
Congress to act. Congress has failed to pass
legislation that will protect middle class
families from the burden of the Alternative
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