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Statement on the Formation of the National Council of the Damascus

Declaration
December 14, 2007

I applaud the recent formation of the
National Council of the Damascus Declara-
tion in Damascus, Syria. The brave men
and women who formed this council reflect
the desires of the majority of Syrian people
to live in freedom, democracy, and peace,
both at home and alongside their neighbors
in the region.

The Syrian regime continues to hold
hundreds of prisoners of conscience and
has arrested more than 30 national council
members in the past few days. All those
detained should be released immediately.

The Syrian regime continues to deny its
citizens fundamental human rights, includ-
ing freedom of expression, freedom of
movement, and the right to elect a rep-
resentative government responsive to their
needs. The formation of the national coun-
cil is an encouraging sign to all people who
support freedom and democracy. We sup-
port the national council’s principles of
nonviolent struggle and open membership
to all the people of Syria who believe the
time has come for change.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of James B. Peake as Secretary of

Veterans Affairs
December 14, 2007

I am pleased that the Senate unani-
mously confirmed Dr. James Peake to serve
as Secretary of Veterans Affairs. Dr. Peake
is a decorated veteran, highly skilled physi-
cian, and proven leader who has devoted
his career to serving America’s men and
women in uniform. His decades of exper-
tise in combat medicine and health care
management have provided him with a
thorough understanding of the Depart-
ment’s responsibility to care for America’s
veterans.

One of his first tasks as Secretary will
be to ensure that my administration con-

tinues to swiftly implement the rec-
ommendations of the Dole-Shalala Com-
mission on Wounded Warriors. I am con-
fident that he will build upon our record
of improving care, reducing bureaucracy,
and ensuring that our veterans receive the
benefits they deserve.

NoOTE: The statement referred to former
Sen. Robert J. Dole and former Secretary of
Health and Human Services Donna E.
Shalala, Cochairs, President’s Commission
on Care for America’s Returning Wounded
Warriors.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployments of United
States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces Around the World

December 14, 2007

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr.
President:)

I am providing this supplemental consoli-
dated report, prepared by my Administra-
tion and consistent with the War Powers
Resolution (Public Law 93-148), as part of
my efforts to keep the Congress informed
about deployments of U.S. combat-
equipped Armed Forces around the world.
This supplemental report covers operations
in support of the war on terror and Kosovo.

THE WAR ON TERROR

Since September 24, 2001, I have re-
ported, consistent with Public Law 107-
40 and the War Powers Resolution, on the
combat operations in Afghanistan against al-
Qaida terrorists and their Taliban sup-
porters, which began on October 7, 2001,
and the deployment of various combat-
equipped and combat-support forces to a
number of locations in the Central, Pacific,
European, and Southern Command areas
of operation in support of those operations
and of other operations in our war on ter-
Tor.

I will direct additional measures as nec-
essary in the exercise of the U.S. right to
self-defense and to protect U.S. citizens
and interests. Such measures may include
short-notice deployments of special oper-
ations and other forces for sensitive oper-
ations in various locations throughout the
world. It is not possible to know at this
time the precise scope or the duration of
the deployment of U.S. Armed Forces nec-
essary to counter the terrorist threat to the
United States.

United States Armed Forces, with the
assistance of numerous coalition partners,
continue to conduct the U.S. campaign to
pursue al-Qaida terrorists and to eliminate
support to al-Qaida. These operations have
been successful in seriously degrading al-

1552

Qaida’s training capabilities. United States
Armed Forces, with the assistance of nu-
merous  coalition partners, ended the
Taliban regime and are actively pursuing
and engaging remnant al-Qaida and Taliban
fighters in Afghanistan. The total number
of U.S. forces in Afghanistan is approxi-
mately 25,900, of which approximately
15,180 are assigned to the International Se-
curity Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghani-
stan. The U.N. Security Council authorized
the ISAF in U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 1386 of December 20, 2001, and has
reaffirmed its authorization since that time,
most recently, for a 12-month period from
October 13, 2007, in U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1776 of September 19, 2007.
The mission of the ISAF under NATO
command is to assist the Government of
Afghanistan in creating a safe and secure
environment that allows for continued re-
construction and the exercise and extension
of Afghan authority. Currently, 37 nations
contribute military and other support per-
sonnel to the ISAF, including all 26 NATO
nations.

The United States continues to detain
several hundred al-Qaida and Taliban fight-
ers who are believed to pose a continuing
threat to the United States and its interests.
The combat-equipped and combat-support
forces deployed to Naval Base, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, in the U.S. Southern
Command area of operations since January
2002, continue to conduct secure detention
operations for the enemy combatants at
Guantanamo Bay.

The U.N. Security Council authorized a
Multinational Force (MNF) in Iraq under
unified command in U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1511 of October 16, 2003, and
reaffirmed its authorization in U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1546 of June 8§,
2004, U.N. Security Council Resolution
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